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FHEN i in my middle Stage of Life, 1 bund 
Myſelf entangl'd in a wood obſcure, 
Having he right — miſs d: but to relate 
The horrid wildneſs of that rugged wood . 
5 Renews a dread, which that of death itſelf 
Can ſcarce exceed: yet I will firſt recaunt 
Thoſe things I met with, ere I ſhall declare 
The ſalutary good I after found. 
How I came in it I can't well explain, 
io So much had Sleep my faculties of mind” 
0  Confus'd, when I abandon'd the true way. 
Arriving at a Mountain's foot, whoſe baſe 
Bounded the valley which had fill'd my heart 
With fear before unfelt, IL looked Wy 14 IV BER 
15 And faw its top cloathed with ſhining. Rays Sens 
Of * 1 Planet * the right * Denn 


& 2 
Then ſomewhat was my fearful Heart appeas'd ; 


ä night in greateſt an iſh having ſpent, 11 
| be 5, jut WWwa 
20 1. — breathleſs from hs ſea, attains the 8 by 
Turns back to view the per'lous waves eſcap d ; 

My mind, while yet I ran, oft an the road 

Refleted, in which none were left alive. 


My body having with ſome reſt, ee d, We 1 
25 I wok my way along the barren Strand ; FA. | 
The foot e me being till N 7 
From the Hill's Fl aſcent, a Panther ruſh'd, 


Both light and nimble, with her ſpotted hide: : 
She never left me, nor was out of fight ; 


yo But fa 6bftructed my deſir'd way, * | 6 4 
That L Was oft refolv'd to turf my courſe,” - * I 


Twas now the early Morn, and the Sun role. 
Among thole Stars which him accompanied. 
. When rf the univerſal Frame was e A 7 
35 In motion by th' all-pow'rful Love divine. 
This time of day, and ſeaſon of the year | 
Gave me ſome*h | - 
Myſelf adorning with her —— 8 
It prov'd not ſo: for ſoon engag d my fear 0 
40 A Lion tow ids me tanning who, h be 2 
Erect, and raging hunger unappeas dd. 
Struck dread into the cireumambieiit ain. 1H \ XIV 
Beſides, a famiſhd Wolf appear d, — dA 
Are greedy after ey'ry thing the views: cod 127 rb 
45 And who, on many, hves of n KI 


My ſpirits ſo at her dire viſage funk, i £72665 3 
hit pair rd... 0 de nie 


That I to mount the with'd-for: 
Like him who in acquiring 1 18 2 meet et? 
I If by ſome accident he loſes it, meld os, 

59 Deeply he grieves, and mournfi welt 
Impetuous, with- apptoaching Rips the . 201 G os 
And puſh'd me where the bright Sun nel er e, * SIE 


= 


While I was bun to th Abyſs 3 . 
55 Thom pity. on me, in this deſert; chen ind 261; 231% 


I cry'd, whate'er you be, or Shade or Man... got ei wet 
Hea anſver'd „„ bond d 


3 
FE * 


© 


2 | 


8 Are you that Virgil, You that copious 


| Which fame and honour'to' my verſe has bro te Dh. | 
Behold the Beaſt who'caug'd me to turn backs. ha £2 


= 80 For my whole frame yet trembles at her 


85 Permits not any to-paſs 


12. 


As formerly I was, my Parents both -. 
Were Lombards, and in n 
60 Ere Julius govern d I began to „ 
And under good Auguſtus liv'd at Rome: - 
3p time i Dodtrines of falſe Gods 


t fam'd, and ſurig the "4 
ofa d Anchiſes, wins arriv from „„ 


65 When lofty Ilion was conſum'd in flames. 


But why return you to this place of woe? 
Why the delightful Hill aſcend you not, 
Which is the ſource and cauſe of ev'ry tl 2, 
With modeſty I then to him reply d: : 

Spring 


Of Eloquence, w ich many ſtreams 1 
O Light and Honour of 1 _y 
Regard the ſtudy, and the ardent love 
With which I — attended to your works... 


7 5 You are my Maſter; you are only He 


On whom I've forni'd that beauty of my — 


Defend me from her with your counſel 
Beſt tis for you-to take another way, 


He anſwer'd when he ſaw my falling , 0 kt 4 


If you'd eſcape out of this deſert wil. 
This raging Beaſt, which here you fo much dreads 
on 

” And never leaves them l fer death the gains 3 
Her nature ſo perverſely is diſpos * 5 
That ſhe ne er ſatisfies her g greedy will 3 
But with each meal her is increas „. 


2 | = Many the-Animals with which ſhe has, 


And many more ſhe will aſſociate with, 
Till a ſtaunch Hound ſhall hunt her e'en to death, 
Who will between each Feltro take his birth. T0 
Or landed property, or Metals rare s 


* 95 Delight not him ; but he alone is pleas d 


With Virtue, and with greg: Love humane 
He ſhall of humble Italy bece 0 


| Iu Feed ſupreme, for which Camilla fell, 


255 
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Da. and Niſus with his faithful friend. e 
100 Through ev'sy city he ſhall give her chac, 
Till he ſhall drive her back to Hell, from whence: 
Envy firſt ſent her to torment mankind. 
Wherefore I think; and judge it beſt that bon 
Should follow me, and 1 will be your Guide 


10 5 From hence to places of eternal woe, 


Where you ſhall hear the wailings of deſpair. 1 15 7, 
And "us the Ghoſts of former times wy" yes vos rf 
Who eagerly requeſt a ſecond death. cont yo We 
Yet ſome in Fire contentedly remain, 


110 Truſting that they ſhall; in a proper ume kee 1. 


At th' happy Regions of the Bleſs'd. arrive. 
If your defire it is to theſe attain, 
A Shade, more worthy far than I can prove, 
Shall you attend, when I from you depart. 

75 That Emperor divine who reigns above 
(As always I have not obey'd-his:Laws) | 
Will not that I-ſhould to his City go, 
Where he with power abſolute commands: 

O happy He who there's allow d * 


120 I anſwer'd then; Vou. Poet, L tequeſtt. Jen ele 


By that Divinity you never knew, e 
So that I may this Ill and worſe Wange 1 | 
That you would lead me to the promis'd ig 100 
Where I the wretches may lamenting ſee,  ;, 


125 And view the Gate that is by Peter kept. 


He then went on, and I him follow!d near 
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30 Unworthy in my own and others ge uM =: 


3 1 
HE Dis was «pas abi now 4 128 i gh Gp 
From various toils all animals releas d; ar ae.” 


When I alone prepared to ſuſtain 
be great fatigues of a laborious way, 
And thoſe in torments to commiſerate; 2 5 
As I ſhall now delineate with truth. _ 
O Muſes, O my lofty. Genius join _ 
With Memory, to tranſeribe what I 5 . 
5 ſo ſhall your pow'rs immenſe appear. 
Lou, Poet, who are now become my ns. 
1 whether I dare undertake 
Ty infernal journey, fore I it attempt. 55 
Lou ſay that Sylvius' parent, which alive, PP 
Deſcended to th* immortal Seats ES: 47 a 5 
15 Him the oppoſite of every III . N . 
Eſteemed worthy of this favour d e e N 10 
The Race well knowing that from him would foring. « 
He having in empyreal Heay'n been 1 . 
Elected Father o immortal Rome, 5 7 Jo ES Ma 0 EE 


= 39 


20 In which eſtabliſh'd is the holy place 


Where the Succeſſor of great Peter _- 3 
Eneas in thoſe — was foretold | 
Of his victorious arms, in conſequence „ 
Of which, the papal Mantle there is Worn, 25 


2 5 And the great Veſſel of Election went 


Where to his Faith more ſtrength he might e, 
Which to Salvation is a certain path. 

Yet I, ſhould I to thither go attempt 5 

For I am not Aneas, nor yet Paul; 


If I ſhould then on this deſign reſolve, 


Of its ſucceſs I apprehenſive amm  _ grin 15 
Therefore determine you, for you are . „ 
| As he who hae * ft re reſolv d rejects, . Rs © a EE: Ma. 


WY . 
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60 « Perhaps too late it is to now att 1 hot 
Him to relieve, ſo much his way h bs mil, 255 95 


70 She then was ſi 


26.8 That appear, ere Jet recely's; reefs a e 


35 And by fe freſher reaſons * 3 


Wholly to lay afide his firſt intent; 
So I, now in the Mountain's ſhade arriv'd, 


Refus d ch attempt yhich I at firſt defir d. h 


If I your words have rig tly underſtood; 
40 Replied the Shade magnanimous, your Mind 
Is ſtagger'd with diſtruſt, which oft _—; | 
A good deſign with hociour firſt begun + 7 


As frequently the ſhadow of # beuſk 5 4. \þ 


Appears more horrid than the form f. 10 


4358 That from this fear you may yourſelf — N | 


Til tell you why I came, and What 1 heard * 

When firſt I knew of your unhappy tate. 

I one of thoſe was who ſuſpended were a; 
Between Hell's torments and the bliſs of Heav'n, 


4 50 A Maid call'd to me; beautiful and young, ö 


The Luſtre of whoſe Eyes outſhone the Scars; f 5 5 N 


To me command I hes requeſted „„ 


Thus ſhe began with an angelie voice: 


O courteous Shade of Mantua, ef — 
55 * The fame through all the world is nom Ay 


„And will continue while this doth exiſt ;- 
My real Friend, and not by chance 2 


s ſo obſtructed in the deſert Strand; / 1 7 


That Fear almoſt compels him to _— 


According to reports in Heav'n rife. 

4 To him aſſiſt with your great Eloquence | 
«« Yet try, that I may con lation Have. 
65 I Beatrice am nam d ho yon requeſt; 
And to return from whence L came 9 


Love brooght me thence, and now ee a congue; 


When I again before my Lord appear,” 
« Of you 117 ſpeak, pop Ars will commend.” 
and I thus replyd 2 


« .Q virtuous Mail ; 
„ Mortals do here all kixppitic $ enjoy, *I 11: 
« Where in the leſſer Circle we're confin'd. 


So eager your command Im to obey, wal 


id, by whoſe Kind help alons' 
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+ By God's great faugur I am foxmed ſuch, git . 
" That what may you ffect offends not ones al 
Nor can I ſuffer in What flaming Gulpb,” ._ r 

In Heaven's a noble Lady ho lam ens 
That in the paſſage to the place youre. f ar. | 4 


1 


5 4 Not others, as they give go cauſe for fear. _ = 2 = ol 8 


„ She Lucia thus in your 


Nor need you further, 8 hs ae 
* But the cauſe tell me — your ſeep TW nn . * 


. *« Down to this Centr from that ſpace 1 immen( 4 
„ Whither you, are deſirous to return: 
Since you would now from o rs. 1 ee 1 
I'll relate to you in 2W words,” the fai 2 youths > 


« Why fear deters me. not from ent ring. there... W 00 oft: 5 
„„ Thoſe things alone Je ſhould regard. with, = 
« By whoſe dire pow r. We May * ſome. Ill, 
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« You ſhould, bun in dg K 
addreſs d; 


« Your faithful i aſſiſtance nw, 
Go therefore to him, and ud afford him aid. 


95 
„ Came to the place where I with Rachel rs 


100 


Lucia, a foe to ey'ry cruel act, 


« And faid, O Beatrice, by God belov'd, 

« Why not aſſiſt who you ſo much ador d, 

« And by your aid > Ha vulgar herd has. left? 
Do you not hear his piteous complaints, 
His ſtrenuous efforts, do you not behold, 


To combat Death upon the waves of Vice? 


None in the world e er moved with ſuch ſpeed, | 


105 


110 


«© N ou advantage, or to fly from ill, 


6 As I, ſo ſoon as I theſe — had heard. 


I left my happy ſeat, and to you come, 
_ «+. Confiding in that eloquence, which both 


Honour to you, and thoſe who hear. you gives.” 


Her bright eyes, weeping then, ſhe turn d away: 


This gave me ardour to. relieve your grief, 
And you deliver from the raging Wolf, 


When ſhe prevented you the Mount 72 


115 


M 


Whence is it then? Why, why do you oppoſe 
Why does ſuch cowardiſe debaſe your heart? 
Why proper courage do you not aſſume? 
* three. ſuch. heay'nly, Ladies you e. SR 


1 * 1 oh 
1 „ 4 1 . * 5 
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= As Flowers nipt 9 a en froſt,” in 02 deere 1 I 
120 Drooping, decline, and cloſe their of ung Tv HY" | : 
But when they're cheriſh'd by th' en Sew Fo Sun Bas e 
e 1 raiſe their heads, and beauties fal it . BOT n 
Freſh courage at theſe words my heart afſail'd, RILEY 
And thus; Wich ardour, I to bir e ah 0g J. 
125 O, how co mate was the; 'and'you © 
How courteous, to immediately <4 (#72010 5097 7 
Her mandates kind, which the A . e 
So great deſire you have in me in pir'd, DYE aps 3p DP 
That I am eager to renew the _ e 0 
1 130 Go then; one Will alone directs uy both; : os H al - : 
For you my Leader, Lord, aud Maſter are, | 
ä enter d I the Þ LO! 
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HROUGH A oſt 960-20 the doleful City: . Te 
1 © Through me you go where is eternal Grief; 
Through me you go among the Sinners b "BE >) df 
„ With ſtricteſt zuſtige is this portal made, 1A 800 21 
5 * By Power, Wiſdom, and by Love divine. 
Ee. Nothing before me e or orcated Wand wy 
* Unleſs eternal, as I alſo am 
Ve who here enter to return deſpair.” 
Obſcurely written o'er a Gate 1 ſaw, : A i 
10 Theſe words; the ſenſe of which { 1 6 ws o ferere. | 219 
My prudent Maſter me then thus addreſs'd; T0 | 
_ Suſpect not here that any thing is wrong. 
It's proper now that Fear ſhould be extindt. 1 00 
Ware to that place you've been inform'd 0 hs. 
1 5 Where you will thoſe lamenting wretches ſee, Fo" 
Who have in vicious lives their God forgot - 
And then he kindly put his hand on mine, 
Giving me comfort with a look of joy, 
= And ſhew me ſights within unknown above. - (L177 
20 There Sighs, and Cries, and horrid ings mix'd 
With Shrieks, re-echo'd through the ſtarleſs „ 
Which frequent tears of pity from me drew. 


Variety of tongues, reproaching Taynes, bet 2rdl'Þ, « 


Words grief ac Accents full of ire, A 
2 5 Voices both loud and hoarſe, and clapping Hands ER 
Rais'd in that duſky air a tumult wild; 5 

Like to the ſand when by a whirlwind: toſs d. 

Then I, with horror ſtruck, O Maſter, ſaid, 

Inform me who theſe are with 
30 Theſe doleful Beings, he reply d, have _ ms LF 
In Indolence, without Or. blame or praiſe. Mn 2190 Ye © 
Angels are mix'd with this unhappy band. 5 917 cov bad 
Who neither Rebels, _ yo faithful _— 7 4a 35x} 
9 liv'd cquen | 4 C is Wii 20 3 A 344k 9. \ 


wa T heſe 
3 j | G 
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grief ferwhelm'. was > or 


et 


35 Theſe Heav'n diſcarded for being too remiſs, 
Nor did e'en Hell this lukewarm herd receive ; 
That Favour might not to the damn'd be ſhewn, 
What was the cauſe, I then my Maſter aſkid, Ss 
That ſuch loud Lamentations front them forc'd : 
40 Who briefly thus return'd ; Theſe have no ”_ 
Of Death, but wiſh for any lot than their 1 
Having o blindly led cheir lives in floth. 1 
The World knows nothing of them, and une Mi 
Mercy, and Juſtice their ſupineneſs ſcorn; 
: 45 Speak not; but view them only, and paſs © on. 
A Standard then borne rapidly around 
I ſaw, and follow'd by a longer train 
Than I had thought that Death had eber fubdu'd; 65 
I j heſe I examin'd, and among the croud \ 
50 Diſcern'd the Shade of him who, ſtruck with fear | 
Of governing, the great refuſal made, OO . 
This wretched crew I ſoon knew to eee 15 a bd 
Who God difpleaſed, and his Enemies 
And to have liv'd. could ſcarcely be allow'd. W791: 
$55 They naked were, and ſtung by gnats and . £3 Of 976 v8 
Blood mix'd with tears ran down their harrow'd- cheeks, 
Which at their feet was lick'd'by loathſome worms. 
When I my eyes held de; and ICs, 
Il ſaw a throng on the River's bank: 
60 And ſaid, Permit me, Maſter, now to — 
Who theſe may be, and why fo eagerly 
They thus endeavour to the river paſs, 
As I do by this gloomy Light perceive. 
is ſhall be told to you, he then replied, 3 "7:9 
6; When we the joyleſs ſhore of Ach'ron- gait. UTS #2200 
| Fearing that I improperly had fpoke, n 
Downward I bent my eyes till there we nde REL. eie 
Lo, rowing tow'rds us was one white with age, 
And bawling out, Woe to you Souls deprav'd, FLOP of 090% 
70 Heaven expects not you e'er more to ſee; hy 115 ein 
A come to watt you to another coaſt, t, 2_ Þ 
4+. Where are eternal Darkneſs, Heat, and Froſt, . . 
And you, Sir, there, who yet do live and ee 99 0 
Get hence from theſe, for they are now deceas d.“, 
75 * * he ſaw — — 60 0 * 
. 86 au 
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— ˙ way /-lie faid; 46 


wy Yourſelf nor trouble us wich aſking more; 
6 For who would this, can do 'whate'er: he wills,” - 


Whole eyes were ſwimming in a ſcalding rheum. 
Thoſe Souls, diſmayed and which naked were, 
Chang'd to a pallid hue, and gnaſh'd their teeth, 
Soon as they heard his hoarſe and cruel words. 


God and their parents they alike blaſphem'd, 


90 


Curſing all human kind, the time, the feed 


Then quiet were become the hoary checks Re : os 15 
Of the fell Boatman of the livid marſh, 


From whence they ſprang, and of their birth the 85 | 


They crouded then, with horrid yells and loud, 


_ Cloſe to the curſed ſhore of bliſs devoid : 


Where ev'ry Mortal waits who fears not God. 1 


Caron the fiend, with eyes like burning coals, 


95 


Fails them together, and, if any ſtray, 


He drives them cloſe wien his relentleſs oar. 


Thick as in autumn fall the tumbling leaves, 
One on each other preſſing, till each tree 
Sees all her ſpoils lie ſcatter'd on the ground. 


| 100 


So Adam's wicked Sons obey his call 


In crouds, as does the Hawk the Falc'ners lure, 
And themſelves headlong throw from off the bank: 


Vet ere they're huddled in the crazy bark, 


A freſh recruit of Ghoſts their room ſupplies. 


105 


My Son, to me my courteous Maſter ſaid, 
All 1 who have incurr'd the wrath of God 


Aſſemble in this place, whence e'er they come: 
And they are eager to this river paſs, 


_ Juſtice divine them ſpurring to this act, 


110 


There 


Fear being changed now into deſire. 


None 50 this way who what is good purſue; 


ore of you if Caron now complains, 


. You muſt confeſs it's only as he thinks. 


TM 1 Veſſel wilt you better ſuit | 180 a fr | „ 464 3 5 
My Leader then; “ Caron, do not torment 260 mor7 ; 1: 
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Then this dread Region with ſuch trembling ſhook... 
That yet with fear Im bathed in a feat, er | 
15 From out it's caverns 
Join'd with bright flaſ 
At this great ſhock I m 
1 fell, and Was by a deep ſleep o'ercome.. 
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Va loud noiſe like thunder I was wak'd, 
And from my ſleep aroſe as one arb d. 
With great attention I my eyes turn'd round, 

To view, and if J knew the place diſcern. 
5 Myſelf I found tranſported. to the Bank 

Of a deep vale reſounding many a groan. 1 

So dark, and deep it was, and full of fogs,. JE 
That I could nothing at the bottom ſe. 
The Poet now, become all wan, began; 
| 10 Let us to the blind World below deſcend, 

I will the firſt, and you ſhall ſecond go. 
Having his paleneſs well obſerv'd, I 5 2 8 8 
How ſhall I come if you ſuch fear i 

Who us'd to comfort me in all my doubts ?. 

15 The anguiſh of thoſe wretches, he reply d, RR 

Who cry below, paints in my face that tint . 

Of Pity, which you apprehend is Fear. 
Let us go forward, for the way is long. 
Me enter'd then, with haſt'ning ſteps and quick, Ks 

20 The upper Circle that ſurrounds th Abyſs. 

Loud Lamentations were not. heard from chene, , 3 5 2 
But heavy Sighs which trembled through the ar 8 | 


From th' anguiſh theſe of Mind, not 5 came 
Oft many Infants, Women, and of Men. | 

25 You do not aſk. me, my kind. Maſter ſaid, 

Whar are theſe Spirits in this place you 3 8 
This you ſhould know before we farther paſs. ROE 
| Theſe have not ſinn'd; and though they had. reward 
Deſerved for their meritorious acts, 

30 'Twould not avail, ſince they were ne'er Fan d -- 
For this in your Belief's the, Gate of Faith. 1 1 
They who have lived before Chriſt appear' bay I I'S - 
Have not with Proper Prayers ador'd their God.. ul ; e 1 
And I myſel, alas! am eee dee root wt N + 


9 e 


[ 1] 


35 For theſe defects, and not for any crime, 
We're loſt; and, without other * 


We live defiring, yet depriv'd of hope. 


When I heard | this, it much 'oppreſs'd'my heart; ”% 


As many of them of great worth I knew, 


40 Whoſe Fate in Limbo undetermin'd was. 


Tell me, my Maſter, tell me, Lord, I ſaid, 
That I may on unerring faith depend, 

Goes any from this place to that of Bis, 

Or by another's merit, or his own? . WOE fo 
45 He, who my covert way of ſpeaking knew, 
Reply'd ; I was *mong theſe but lately come, 
When I fav one all- powerful arrive, 


Whoſe head was with victorious honours crown'd; 3 


The Shade of our firſt Parent he releas'd, 


50 With thoſe of Abel his beloved Son 


Of Noah, Moſes for obedience fam'd 
And Giver of the Law; of Abraham 
The Patriarch, of David the x we King, 
Of Irael, his Father, and his 8 


4 5 With Rachatl for whom he erw d o leng, 1 55 x | | | 


And many others whom! he happy made: 

For, before this were ſav'd no human 3 

Then we together paſſed through the —— 
The Wood [ mean of clofely crowding Ghoſts,” 


6o We had not far from th? upper ſtation gone, | 


When I a Fire ſaw that of th' hemiſphere 
Below, all darkneſs with its flames diſpell'd; 
And, at ſome diſtance,) many could diſcern, 
But not diſtinctly, who claim'd great reſpect. 


65 O, you who ev'ry Art and Science prize, 
Say, who are theſe which have ſuch fame acquir d 


That far removes them from the mean and baſe. 
Their honourable names, he then replied, 
Which in your World deſervedly reſound, 


79 Are by the favour of kind Heaven eee 


Immediately by me a Voice was heard, 
Honour the loftieſt poet that eber ſung.” 

His Shade, which had retir'd, was now return'd. 
Soon as the voice had utter 'd this great kr 


A 5, 1 ſaw four venerable Shades — 


= 


* 


Who 


Who neither ſorrow, nor yet joy expreſs'd, 
My Maſter then began; Obſerve, he ſaid, 
Him, who diſplays a drawn ſword in his hand, 
Advance, as Sire, before the other three: 
30 This Homer is, the Leader of our choir; 
Horace, the Satiriſt, then follows next, 
Ovid's the third, and Lucan is the laſt. 


Theſe, who acknowledge!what the Voice declar'd s 8 


Pay to me that reſpect — think my due. 
85 Uniting I the Followers then ſa r, 
Of the great Sov'reign of the lofty, ſtrain, 
Who above others, hke the Eagle, ſoars. 
When they together had diſcours'd ſome time, 
They, courteous, tum'd, and gave me a Salute, 


90 At which my Maſter with great pleaſure ſmil'd: 


And farther Honours, unexpected, paid, 
By placing me the ſixth among their train. 


Thus walk'd we forward to th illumin'd ſpot, 


Diſcourſing things there with propriety, 28 

9 5 Which now it is far better to conceal. _ 

We to the foot of 2 grand Caſtle came, 
Seven times ſurrounded by its lofty — 
Defended likewiſe by a running 
This having paſs'd, as if it were dry bad, 

100 I. with my learn'd companions, enter'd chrough. 
Its ſeven Gates, and in a meadow green 
| With verdure freſh, we ſeveral Shades beheld,. 
Whoſe great authority compell'd eſteem, 
Talking but ſeldom, yet with voices ſweet.. 

105 Then to a corner of this open place, 

Both luminous and lofty, we retir d. 
Where from a riſing ground I could ſurvey | 
Heroes who were for great atchievement fam d. 
I ſaw Electra leading many Chiefs; Tr : 
i110 And Hector, and Aineas bold in fight. 
And armed Cæſar with his piercing e . 
Pentheſilea, and Camilla were 8 
Standing apart; Latinus the good King 
There with Lavinia his daughter ſat: 
115 I Brutus who proud Tarquin had expell'd, 
And chaſt Lucretia and Cornelia faw,, 


With: 


1 With Julia Pompey's, Martia Cato 5 wie 12 0 
—_—  -. . And Saladin ſeeloded from the reſt. 
_ 5 A little more when I my eye lids rav', ef 
_ . 1120 I the great Maſter view'd of thoſe who fit - C 
A Teaching their art in philoſophic ſchools : 
= - e | All him admire, all him do honour . 
1 1 =>, ext hut ſtood Socrates with Plato joind. | 
# ; 1 Democritus, who taught the World rink made Gee 5 
Lit: ; 125 By chance, Diogenes'the'Cynic proud, Tat] 
3 N ED, Thales, and Anexagoras, were there: 
—_— Zeno, Empedocles, and he who wept LO 
WW. 85 Por the misfortunes that attend mankind 20 
Wl 5 And Dioſcorides I ſaw, who eull'd 
| 8 130 The falutary herbs for med'cine fit, 
Wi! | And Orpheus, Linus, Tully, Seneca 45 | 
Wl The moral Sage, Euclid in Geometry, er 
R 3 . And Ptolemy in the Earth's limits Kiltd ; pe 
| i - e With theſe Hippoerates and Galen were, 
i 135 Great Avicen, = of him emulous ils 
1 po Averrois, who the large comment made. 
1 ſh Each name diſtinct I cannot here relate, 
= TR Prevented by my ſubject's extreme length, 
—_ Which cauſes oft me to my pow'rs di ruſt. 
0 . Ls In this ſtill air our company we left: 
1 Ts My ſage Conductor to another place ls 
Wl „ Me led, where all was turbulent and At, er 
= - "Boe ſcarce 2 glimm'ring light was there phrcely d. 
a , 1 
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ROM the frſt Circle we deſcended down 
To that which was of a more narrow ſpace, 
here Pain from ev'ry one excited cries. 
Horribly grinning Minos, ſtanding there, vt ot wet 
5 Examines at their entrance each one's crime, be oft 
Tries them, and paſſes judgment in their turns. 
Whene'er a guilty Soul before him comes 


It all confeſſes: He the er place, T 
Well knowing, that of Ils to be their uy” 5 
10 So many times his Tail around him „„ 


As the Degrees to which he'd have it caſt. . 

Many before him always teady ſtand, . R 
Who forward come, and are in order wie ; en l 
They lead, they're ſentenc d, and then turned down. hn a 
26 you who to this plage of torments bones? .. exten,» 1. 1 : 
Minos, his office then ſuſpending, ſaid, II f 

2 ul, 1 11 1 wo 


_ «© Regard your entrance, and'to-whom yo 
Nor be you by the amaple Gates deceiv d.“ 1 | 
Jo him my Guide; “ Why do you thus exclaim } .| | 
20 © Prevent his paſlage not, by Fate ordain'd: 1 1 5 he 
« For who would this, can do What. cer he wills. Lodo / 


7 4 k Cat FF 


« More obſtacles it is not fit. 1 : 450 15177 
Their loud complaining notes I now „ 304 
To hear, being at = place of woe arriv d, . 1 ad of 2 
25 Deprived of all light; which bellows loud eee e 


Like the Sea toſs d about b adverſe Winds. by lags ed of 
Th' infernal Storm, which never is allay d, horns 
The Sprites tormented in its vortex whinls.... t at 6 — 17 We 

When they near the ruinous Gulph _ ” t no? 5 

30 Their Lamentations, and their Shrikes are 8. 5 
Blaſpheming een Divinity itſel f.. 11 

Theſe who ſuch torments ſuffered, I n l. 


e Were condemn'd to them for their, carnal Ne, lien , 
| Their Reafon by Gr eg eee e 
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758 80 * leaving both Dido We! her band, 
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35 And as the Birds, who at the firſt approach 


Of cold, take wing, and gather in thick clouds, 
So does the Storm theſe wretched Spirits e, 
From bove, below, and ev'ty fide around. / 
They have no hope of ever being releas'd : 


40 And een of lighter puniſhment deſpair. 


Like to the Cranes, who, flying in long trains, 

The air diſturb with their complaining notes, 1 

Theſe Spirits uttered their moaning griefs. „„ 
'I therefore ſaid; O Maſter, who are theſe 4 


45 That do ſo much this dingy Air moleſt ? 


The firſt of theſe, of whom you would inquire, 
He faid, was E mpereſs of many tongues, _ 
And many Nations govern'd; yet fo prone 
To Leachery become, that ſhe was fore d 


50 By a new Law to juſtify her crime: 


She is Semiramis, the wife belov'd 

Of Ninus, and inherited thoſe Aer 

Ofer which th' unrival'd Sultan now „ 
The next is ſhe who ſlew herfelf for Love, 


5 5 And to her fond Sicheus broke her faith. 


Luxurious Cleopatra follows her. 155 
Helen I ſaw, for whom ſo long time was 
IIl ſpent in war; the great Achilles next, 
Who conquer'd was at laſt by am'rous charms. 


60 Paris, and Friftan, and a thoufand more Te 


He ſhew me, whom Love had depriv'd of life. 
When theſe were to me nam d, 1 was &fercome | 


With Pity, and I nearly ſacks away. Ee 1 
I then; O Poet, villen Ad ese 


655 To both thoſe whe tag this Way, 


Ar.d ſeem to move far quicker than the . 
He thus reply'd; When they thall nearer come, 
| Requeſting by that Love which governs them, 
You may that they ſhall come to you prevail. 


70 Soon as the wind them to us wafted had, 


I thus to them: Vnhappy Souls, O now _ 


„With us diſcourſe, if nothing you prevents.” 


Like Doves, when they by fond defire are calls, \ 
With raiſed wings fly eager to their neſts; | 


c 10 * 


Came Wiley tow'rds us through the faguy a air; 


80 


90 


95 


100 


(c 


Till Virgil of my meditations alk” 


Such power had with them affection's plea! 


O mortal Man replete with Grace divine, 


** Who in this azure region viſit us 


C That have defiled with our blood the world, 


If by the univerſal King we were 

*« Befriended, we would to him for you pray: 
Since you commis'rate our unhappy lot, 
We're ready to reply to what you aſk;  . 
« Now that the wind is ſtill to favour us. 


* 


* 


« The Land where 1 was born is on the ſhore - 
e Plac'd, where the Po and all his rivulets © 


«© Run with their tributes ſmoothly to the ſea. 


Love, which poſſeſſes ſoon a courteous breaſt, 
« Seiz'd on my handſome Paramour, whoſe loſs 


cc 


I yet lament, reflecting on the act: 
Love, which will always be by love repaid, 


cc 


Caus'd me to that great pleaſure in him take, 
Which ſtill poſſeſſes me, as n perceive. 
* Love brought us both to the like fatal end: 
« But Caina him expects who did this deed.” 5 
Theſe ſuff'ring Shades, when I knew who they were, 8 
I on my bret declin'd my though | he A, | 


1 thinking was, alas! on that dire end 


| To which they by their fond amours are e. Ws 


105 


Then to them turning, 1, * Tranceſca,” ſaid, 
« Your torments move my pity, and draw tears: 


But tell me, when your fighs.and ſoft deſires 


Were yet uncertain of a due return, 


„What caus'd you to unlawful love permit?“ 
No greater grief aflails us“ ſhe replied 


«© Than in unhappy hours to recolle& 


A better time; and this your Teacher ars 


110 


« But if you ſtill to learn the tender root . 


« Requeſt, from which our am'rous dalliance ſprung, 
„However irkſome, I will it relate. 


„Together we, for pleaſure, one day read 


I15 


How ſtrictiy Lancelot was bound by Ne” " 


« We then wed. without ſuſpicion, were: My # 
56  T'admire each other, often from the book 


120 


125 
So deeply did the other mourn, that 1 


„ 


64 Our eyes were kd, and oft our eder cheng d; 


„That was the point of time which conquer'd us, 


„When, reading that her captivating imile 
«© Was by the Lover ſhe adored kiſs d; 


„This my Companion, always with me ſeen, | 


bag 
A 


Fearful, and trembling, allo kifs'd my mouth, 


„be Writer, Galeotta, nam'd the Book, 


But from that day we never read in't more,” 
During one Spirit was relating this, 


With pity ſwoon'd, and fell like a dead cotſe. 
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HEN Underſtanding was to me reflor'd, 


By thoſe Relations' moſt unhappy loves, 
New Torments and new Suff*rers I beheld, 
2 Which way ſo'er I turn'd myſelf and look d. 
At the third Circle I was now arrivid 
Of Rain eternal, cold accurs'd and thick: 
No change is ever here of weather known, 
But Hail-ſtones large with filthy water mix d; 
10 And dirty Snow ſtill flutters in the ar 
Of this dark Pit, which putrid earth imbibes. 
Cerb'rus, a beaſt implacable and fierce, | 
Inceſſant's barking with his triple throat 
At the poor wretches who-are here confin'd.. 
15 His eyes are firey red, his grealy Beard 
Is black and naſty, and his Belly's ſwoln. 
He the Sprites ſcratches with li hooked claws, 
Flays off their ſkins, and into quarters tears; 
And howls tremendous at the ſtorming Rain. 
20 Like frighted Dogs who for protection ſeek, 
From fide to fide the Ghoſts. unhappy ran. 
Soon as us Cerberus, this monſter, ſaw, 
He op'd his jaws, and ſhew us all his fangs; 8 
And ev'ry limb in agitation mov d. 
2 s My Guide, large handfuls taking up of earth, 
Them into all his craving gullets threw. 
Like as a Cur, who's eager for his food, 
Reſts quiet ſoon as his repaſt h'attainsz. 
So of the « Cerb'rus were appeas ed 
30. The horrid | Ry which often, with their yells, 
The Spirits ſtun, who now for deafneſs wiſh, _ 


We paſſed through thoſe Shades whom the n Rain 1 


Had driv'n together, and their vanity |. 
Deplor'd, who'd ſeem alive when they were not. 
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Of which I had for ſome time been depriv 4 
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75 With Tegghia, and with 


L. 22 1 ; 


3 ; Al, except one, lay ſcatter'd on the ground; 
Who to a fitting poſture rais'd himſelf, 
When to be coming near he us obſerv'd. 
„O you who're led to this Infernal. feat,” * 
To me he ſaid, “ confeſs that me you know; 

40 © For you was born before that I was dead.“ 

Then I to it replied; © Perhaps the pains 


« You've ſuffer'd here, have fo much chang'd y your wien, 


«© That I'm uncertain if I &er you ſaw: 
„ But tell me who you are, that in this filtn 
45 „Art put, than which none more diſguſtful 18.“ 
He faid; & Your city which of Envy N 
„80 full, that it o'erflows its uſual bounds, 
« Was my aſylum, where, in better times, 
„I by the name of Ciacco was well Known. 
50 For the foul crime of Gluttony you ſee 
Me now by Rain reduc'd to this weak ſtate. 
But I a mournful Shade ani not'alone; 
For all you here behold are of this fault : 
«© Judg'd to be guilty :*he then faid no more. 


55 © Ciacco,” replied I, * your unhappy, fate 


Draw tears of pity ; ite, if you can, | 
„How far will your divided City _— 
„If any honeſt Man does there remain; _ 
And why ſo great a Diſcord hat 
60 Thus he; © After a long contention had 
For ſway, the adverſe Pow'rs will” 
«© The ſavage Party II drive away its foe. 
«© But ere three ſolar Years have paſſed by, 
«© The other will with'greater Rr prevail, _ 
65 * Affiſted by that Pow ict pet delays. 


„Long will they raile their ofty fronts loft, 4 
« And their opponents in ſubmiſſion Keep; gw 


„This I lament, and from my heart reg = 910 
„J wo honeſt Men there are, without re re. 

70 The three diſcording Sparks which have lam 
« Their hearts, are Envy, Pride, and Avarice.“ 
le ended here his lamentable tale 
But I continued; Still I'd from you know 
«© Where Farinata, and Arrigo are, 

Rutticuei jo * d, 


„ 


them ſeiz'd.' 3 


Fre to blood; 


4 Moſca, 


; Ll 


1 Moſea, and others, who are men of worth; 


« Tell me the place in which I them may find; 


For I to know moſt ardently defire 


80 


f they're in Heav'n bleſs d, of curs'q; in Hel. 8 


% They are,“ ſaid he, © among the blackeft Souls; 


* 


Their faulty far outweighs their virtuous ſcale: 


0 But when you ſhall to- the {weer world above 


Arrive, that you' II with favour of me * 


* ] earneſtly requeſt: he then aſkance 92 


Look'd at me, and fell downward on his Wy 
Mixing with others in the filthy mire. 


To me my Leader; Theſe no more will . 


1 


Before the ſound of the angelic Trump. La 
When they the pow ful Enemy will bo . | . 27% 
Of wicked acts, then ev'ry one recourſe 


Will have unto their melancholy place 


Of Sepulture, will reaſſume their lein . 2} 


And form, and their eternal Judg ment l car. 


1 And filthy mixture made of 
Diſcourſing lightly on the futur ſtate. 
Maſter, I ſaid; When the grand Sentence ” s paſs, 
Will an increaſe of pan enſue, 1 

Or will't continue thus, or Jefs 50g 

Return to your Philoſaphy, he ſaid, 

By which you're ang that the more ee are 


100 


And this unhappy [* 


105 


e and Fan; / $8 


become. 


More ſenfible of good, as well as ill. 
rew expect not cer 


afetion ſhall — 6 
will be more ſevere 
ce than before. 

1,do 


That they at true 
But that their Suff rig 
After the dreadful Sen 
Diſcourt > tha 
We travell'd 188 the Path, till we _ 


ere relate, F 


110 Whence we deſcended to lower place, . 500 . 


Why we found . fos of as Kind. 
8 0 * . 4 
4 937 02 bs 5 bd 12 17 
8 $5 5 4 4+ 1 * 55 ky, 
-1.4 thats 795 . j 
, 3 


With gentle ſteps we palled through theſe Shades, 75 


If you ſhould low deſcend, you'll ſee them there. 
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SATAN, Pg Ob aus it eee 
Pluto, expreſſing both ſurprize and A £28 
But the wiſe: Gentile, who did all things _ | 
Said chearfullys Be not by fear diſmay'd ; 
5 For all the Power which by hinw's Feten 


Cannot prevent you in your'ſteep deſcent, vm | 


Then to the Fiend with pride inflated faid ; "Ban 


Peace, cruel Wolf, and ſtifle all your bs Jil v adh noc 


Tis not without authority we here W en ee, 
10 Are come; for thus it is ordain'd re, Hf evil l 


Where Michael ſubdued che Rebels 8 


As Sails, when ſwollen by Tome! beiltrous wind, A ne 


Fall o'er the board if et che Maſt A 


So to the earth this ri Ty rant fell. Min Tala het. 


Cen is God! $ Jude as 1 e Wich Crinies 


Their Puniſhments, which ere g many ſaw: e c 0 


But why do we encourage this/increaſe?- 


20 As in Charibdis, when the wives are « FM we 14 


Againſt thoſe hurled fm th''o 
So, many I rumultuoufly eng 
Say in this place: ae 
Lumps vaſt and he 


DO en hte; 


5 | 


h therr lab ring Rene: 


25 They met and elaſh'd; den t therm back a 


Bawling aloud, Why" board f FA tes ſpena? 
This they repeated with contmual toll, 
And their loud Bayling,' When they met, renevtd: - 


_ Returning always to che Rike conteſt. Sr a Feet oy oc 
| 30 My heart becoming with compaſſion pierc'd, 


I aſk'd my Maſter who theſe people were, 
And whether all were Church-men whom we ſaw 3 
With ſhaven Crowns, on our ſiniſter fide. 


He faid; All things perverſly, when alive, 


£ 
£ 
1 


* 1 


+ + 11 


A. x 


35 Theſe diene 4 aud never govern Foy Ki 


Laviſhly living, of with too great chrift. eee, 
Loud barks theit' voice when e er they "ling u eee 
At the two Points frem which: they muſt return. 
. Theſe Clergy were, whoſe heads are cover'd' not | 
40 With hair, or Popes or Cardinals, to whom © 
Av'rice ſuperfluous was, for they'd no Heirs. 5 FOR) N 
Then I replied; Some ſhould be knowu to me 95 a : 
Among ſo many- ſpotted with theſe erties.” 4 et 
| Your hope is vain, he ſaid, for they their lives | ag 
45 Without one meritorious act have ſpent'; - th 20 
They're conſequently totally —_——— 
To the two Shocks etertiglly they'll n 
Some, riſing from their tombs, will — err Inv | 
Shut faſt, and ſome will riſe'with hair ſhorn clo. 1 
50 Giving or keeping with/imprudence has 
Expell'd them life, and driven to this bbc 
Of conteſt, which no words can/pleaſant | make, 1 8 
| Therefore, my Sen, the vanity you may - e 
Of Fortune's: perceive; r which Mankind . 
55 Raiſe ſuch a buſtle, and ſo much contend; is 7 41 
Not all the Gold which i is beneath the moon, = - 1 


Or which was by theſe segel Soils pos 4 
Could ever ſatisfy their cv; minds. | "of : 


: Tell to me alſo, Maſter; then 1 faid, 5 ow 11 
bo What i is this Fortune of which you fours: e THERE e 


Who the world's goods __—_ as ſhe wills? n 

He then to me; without ſenſe, oO > 

How great's the I > that you poſſeſs! | $1132 "212694 36G ENS | 
_ Liſten — to * Ty.” e os 
65 He, whoſe great wiſdom *evry thing travfeends, ee | ES] i 

The Heavens fram'd; and placed over them meat 5. HW 1 

| Thoſe who ſhould govern. and conduct their: courſe, digg hag „ — 

And make each part with equal luſtre „ —W AY 
__ He in like mane worldly Goods F =. 4 
70 Appointed' ene, with power to transfer f Y 

I To other Nations Gifts enjoy'd by theſe, / 
And ev'ry Family's Poſſeſſions change; 


In oppoſition to Mt human ſchemes: 
This with imperious ſway commands, and that 
1 5 Submits, obedient to her ſtrict ordain, 3 
0 1 E 1 Which 
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Which lies.conceal'd, as | Snakes | in verdant end. 
Your Wiſdom can't in competition come . 
With her's, for ſhe foreſees, and Judgment gina, 
And executes her power, like other _ 
80 Her permutations never have a truce. 
Neceſſity compells her motion ſwift; 
Quickly the flies, and quick returns again 
And this is ſhe. who is ſo oft accurs d, 7 
Even by thoſe who ſhould commend. her acts, 


85 12 her wrongly, with ungrateful taunts: 0 . 767 


But ſhe is happy, and ſhe hears them not. 
Like other Beings who were early form'd, 


Her Sphere ſhe governs, and enjoys her bliſs. - ay 1 þ 


J a place of greater pity let us n, 
90 8 8 ry Star's already ſet 
That Dae in its meridian, when we firſt . 3 
Sat out; we ſhould not therefore here adlay. TN 


We on the other fide the Circle came, 9 e 
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Above a Spring which boils, up and N $152 0 or dt 


9 And went along the Foſſe Which it had km, 2510 


The water rather dull than cœerule Was; 6 Aw} ot 


In company of this low ſtream, we went: 


A Marth it makes known by the name of 9 5 i 20 


The Riv'let now becoming grey and * 5/9 


| 100 And I, who them did ſted aſtly ern 11.00 1 15 


44 


Saw many naked in the miry Fenn, 7 Tags! 


Whoſe: countenances were with anger _ 


Theſe did not with their hands alone engage, - 1 5 | | 4 


But with their heads, and breaſts, and feet; 
105 And with their teeth themſelves in pieces tore. Wm ; 

My Maſter kind then ſaid ; My Son, you ſee. 

The Ghoſts of thoſe whom Anger triumph'd 0 er. 1 5 

Others, likewiſe, beneath the water are, 


3 * o . * 7 * * 
4 13 9 


— 


a 
was, | 
* 


bin pax 4 


Who through it, grieving, ſend their e be. 7 0 A 


110 As your eyes tell you where ſo e' er you look. 100 


Fix'd in the mire they fing, When the ſweet. air 
We breath'd, which ; is enliven'd by the Ws, 
« In heavineſs and floth we then indulg d:. 


0 Dur i in | (os n and form en we now ind J af 


1130 Lament, and gurgle through our throats this dirge: 
„Not able here our words diſtinct to ſpeak.” 
Along the way encircling the thick Slough 
We went, the marſh 2 the dry Bank between; 
Turning our eyes to thoſe who ſwallow'd mire: 
120 And at a Tower's foot at laſt arriv'd. 3 
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URSUING my diſcourſe, 194 4 as we at 
The lofty Tower's foot arrived were, 
W. lifted up towards its to op our eyes,, 
And two lights ſaw diſplay d, as figns to one 
Which, by its diſtance, barely was diſcern'd. 
Then, turning to the Sea of knowledge, I 1 


Said ; What means theſe, and what that other Light? J 


And who are they that do theſe flames illume ? 
You, he replied, already may perceive _ 

What you defire to know; leſs Vapours thick, 
Riſing from off the V obſtruct your view. 
Swift as an Arrow from the Bowfting fc 

| Cutting the air, I ſaw a little Bark 

| Skim o'er the waters, and direct its courſe : 
Tow'rds us, which guided was by one alone, 
Who cried aloud; ** Are you, fell Shade, yay" 


0 Phlegyas, Phlegyas, you complain in vain ;” 


My Lord, reproving, ſaid ; ** for nothing more 


*« You've now to do, than paſs, us o'er this flough.' . 


20 As one who for a wrong receiv'd bemoans, F 


His wrath ſo Phlegyas ſtifled in his breaſt. ; 

The Bark my Guide then enter d, and me caus d 

To follow, which ſeem'd loaded with my weight; 

And deeper, than with other freight, was pop" 
Whilſt we were running through the ſtanding Pool, 

One cover'd o'er with dirt thus me addreſ$'d : 


Tell who you are who. come before your time,” 


Although I'm come, tis not here to remain, 
þ to him ſaid; ** But who are you bedaub'd _ 
„ With mire thus? * You ſee a plaining Ghoſt;” 
" Het in reply, and I to him return'd; 

„Spirit accurs'd, with your complaints depart ; ; 
For you I know thus wretchedly diſguis d.“ 
"Then both his hands N the boat he ſtretch'd; 


4+ 


From 


TS 


35 From whence my prudent Maſter drove but ol, 
Commanding him with other Dogs do herd. 


My neck he then incircled with his arms, 2 | 42 


EKiſſed my face, and faid; cad, 


My worthy F 


42 all that's il, ſhe bleſſed is, 7 1 0 1 ' 
40 Who ſuch an Offspring as yourſelf beg _ indy 2 


This in the world was arrogant and proud; 
Nothing that's good his memory adorns: 


Raging with Pride his Ghoſt &en here is u. n 50 
were — 2 of hig gh renown, 3.0% Ek 


How many Kings 
45 Who wallow in this marſh, Uke Hops in 95 
Leaving their horrid characters behind! 
NMaſter, I ſaid, much pleaſure it would give 
To ſee him in this filthy lake immerg d: 
And he to me; Before you ſhall dern 
50 The other —_— ou'll er deſire atroti; 
Soon the drear Ghoſts who dwelt in mire I r. 
Tear off his fleſh, and whelm him in the mud: 
For which I yet return God thanks and * 
Philip Argenti all with ſhouts attack'd _ 
5 5 The haughty Florentine with arroganc | 
Turned away, and gnaſt'd' his'teet with be. 
We left him there deſerviug no more note. 
With freſh complaining were my ears now Wel, 


Which caus'd me eager to ſtretch ope my eyes: n 


> My Maſter faid ; We now approach at laſt, 
_ My Son, near to the City nam'd from ww, 
” Inhabited by many ful ring Souls. 
Already I diſcern, faid I, its Moſques 7 
Of a red colour, as if burnt by fire. 
65 This, faid He, by the C ration's caus' d, 
Which flames eternal in this lower Hell. 
In the deep Trenches we were now arriv'd, 
That circled round of conſolation void 
A place with walls which ſeem' d of Iron form'd. 
70 Not without rowing much about, we came 
Cloſe to the ſhore; when bawl'd the pilot loud, 


#% 
3 WW. EM 
&F LE 


Get out, for this the place of entrance is,” 


More than a thouſand Demons, who were driven 
From Heav'n as thick as rain, about the Gates 


75 I faw, theſe cried with angry voice; Who's this 8 


” "Comer to the region of the dead, alive? 


# 


: ” 5 
p : 
- £ * 
Fs « a 
A ä — A 2 —— a -"_y — 

— p73T nn Ken Te” » 2D + oe 3 2 * * 2 

— ere ene wg l Y 8 24 222 5 8 he NY] 2 . cal 
8 $77 : Y ” e rt ES 4% 2 Is 5 i 2 2 Broke, . 1: = 
2 * ; 2 5 3 VF " * ET 7 * 1 
jp ” War A & 2 * "IT * Re 8 


= — 5 ein - 
ID 
. — 
rr ̃ — w. >o > 2 gen 
—— — — — 
— ——— — 


"age 
— 
. 


om —— IT — — — 


w NR Nr Ek CERES 
42 > . _ 0 
* 


b N - 
- n 8 - 3 — ay oy 
_ 000 
AW es 1 


f . 


ä —— — 


— — 


nos ti 


_— 
Ae 4 = 

— — hogs A entoeroop es . 

— — - . 

* ? 


— $rngd Þ 
yd) 


- — — — I aud 
——— er ]⅛ 1 ˙ V ———— rep — 2 — — - = 0 
oa * 4 prey * 
3 ey, 6 
1 
TY 


—— — 


_ 7 
* 


— 
— 


*. R * 1 I 
i # TFT > * 4 


My pru went Maſter os biene! n i en 1017 
Tia: he he would ſpeak to them in 1 4 147 Fr Err fff. 
Their rage this ſomewhat ſtifled, and they faid 3 10 vi 
80 * Come you alone, but let that other; Bs ba tin bei 
« Our Kingdom who ſo taſhly entet d e go ninb!ic 
Let that great fool return alone, if e er oe 
lis way he can recover; while. you Tos | gre ada oj big Tl 
u Remain, who've led him through ſuch diſmal paths.” an 
3 ſudge, Reader, whether I diſcomforted r agen. 
Was not, at hearing theſe vile ſounding verde, tt 
Which made me think return I never ould. N l 
O my dear Guide, by whom 1 oft have been 
Pros dangers freed to which I was „ ee 
9 Leave me not thus diſheartened wand, SPOTS 
Tf it is farther to advance denied, - A mn or 50 ban 
Together quickly let us yet return. o r 23 
Fear not, ſaid he, to none is power _ nn 
- To ſtop our journey, or to us moleſt: 
9 5 Wait tor me here; your ſpirits faint become, 
Comfort receive, reviy'd with hope _ 
Forſake you I will not in this low world. {| 
I then was there by my kind Father left, 
With many thoughts contending in my mind, 
100 Whether he would or not again come back. 
The words he to them ſpake I could not Mad 
But long he did not with them ſtay; in haſte 
Our Adverſaries ran within the walls 
And ſhut the Gates againſt my Maſter's breaſt, 


| 105 He to me with flow eps return'd, his Eyes 


Fix'd on the ground; his Eye-brows ſmooth expreſs'd 
No courage, but with ſighs he ſaid ; Who has & 
Denied me entrance in this houſe of woe? 

Do not deſpond, though you me angry Wy 


110 For I ſhall overcome their bold attempt 


| To keep me out: nor does this arrogance 
Now firſt appear, for they it practiſed | 

At a leſs private Gate, which till without 
A Lock remains, and over which you read 


115 Th Inſcription writ with ſome obſcurity. '- 


Having now paſſed on, we ſee deſcend - 5 
The craggy Steep, and down the Circles come 
One without Guide, to whom all Gates are ope. 


CANTO 


Y Guide, dere g rad turn pale e. with Fea, % 
Endeavour'd his own paſſion to'conceal; Pp LE 
He ſtopt, as one who liftens, for he nought i an (or 

Could through the vapors black and thick diſcern.” 9 Ms | 
P We ſhould ourſelyes endeavour to o 'crcome 12% po i od! r 

This obſtacle] he ſaid, if one had + pi 22 8 

How tedious fecnis it ere that he arrives! OTE 

IT well obſerved that he would conceal” | 25 '; : oy 1 

His former ſpeech by what he after ad, OI LS. 
10 Which an import far different convey d. n 110 e 

But his unfiniſh'd words yet rais d my 3 W 3 N 1 8 if 

And I, perhaps, did wrongly them expound. = 
Down to this Concave's melancholy depth 1 ob 66256 6Þ 

Did from the upper tation e' er deſcend i ao gs = BE 

15 One who was there confin'd without all , WET OWE. 0 
I put this queſtion, to which he + no pee af 2 1 


Seldom it happens that e er one of us a io in 
This journey goes, that L now undertake. ET e 1 85 
Aus true, I once wWas by Frichtho dire 11115 pp +246 6s WP 
20 Conjur'd, who to their bodies Souls: era: r „ 
Soon after that I was depriv'd of fleſh; 


She me compell'd to enter theſe dread wall, ” 3 19 

And from where Judas dwells a Spirit drag. 

That is the loweſt place, and moſf obſcure,  _ 

25 Fartheſt remowd from Heav'n which all . 85 
The way I know, and you ſecure; may "a r 
This dench-e rh Marſh encircles all 1 Gs 
The City full of woes, which we cannot ea Rds 
| Enter, unleſs with Mig from thoſe within. yr annoy 
30. And more he ſaid, which I don Tenne 

For to the lofty Tower's top my eyes 5 
Were drawn, that fiercely burning, was in flames: | W 
Where l the three infernal Furies ſoon t 


Beheld, who women 2 . with” blood; 1 os 
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5 5 He fikewiſe B held. hp own NN y eyes. 
0 


4, - 
35 The greeneſt Serpents girted round their loins, 
And horned Snakes ſupplied their want of hair. 
Then He, who knew full well theſe wretched Hags 
Attendants on the Queen of Wire cochplair $) 
Said to me; Here behold theſe horrid Fiends: * 
40 This is Megæra fitting on the left; 
AleQo's ſhe who on the ri ight. laments; .. n 0 7 5 
Tifiphone's between: be 4 aid no more. 9 7 . I *. f 
They with their En nails tore up xheir. . a; 
Togethe heir palms, be d { loud, , » 
45 That I with fear cloſe f to the poet clung. 170 3 


« Let but Meduſa come,” 
On me, exclaim'd, „ we 
her If we on Theſeus OY 


| Conceal'd your face; 17 ane er hi 15 . af aid 118 MN 
The Gorgon's 99 you'll N mot 8 * 31 


And, chinking not my 1 0 1 3 


O ye, who with ſound Nos are endow . 
Regard the Learning deep. which idden lies bi 
Beneath the veil of words expreſs d mot dear. Halte Wy bo 
A ſudden Craſh came o'er the turbid Waves, 8 abgry 


1714 


* * 
% C + * 
* — F 

: eee 

+ Pr 


60 Whoſe horrid noiſe iruck-dread, and Dok cok Np by os 


Like an impetuous Storm, 2 violence . 


Is rais'd by adverſe and contend ing W1 
The Foreſt ſtrikes, and ſnaps off ev ry 


Triumphs ſuperbly o'er 5 duſty plane, 7 


_—_ +4 
ka 7 MK * 1 
To +: 70 18 . 1 


655 And drives both Beaſts and Shephends from 5 FE 


His hands he now remoy'd, and ſaid; Your we HT 


Over the foam, and thickeſt ſmoke. direR. 3 =D ar l 3 
As through the water, from a Serpent. — 1 : ae) at 
The Frogs purſued, and huddle to the e ann 


| 70 More than a thouſand Ghoſts, ry Lo 1 fav, 1 


Fly before one who, with unwetted 5 

Pass o'er the Marſh, and Waters of he By. CON ee 
Oft with his left hand way'd before his Fre. 1 
Till weary it became, He from his face 3 


75 Diſpers'd the Fog arifing from the Lake. eee 
; I plainly 
tt 


t%1 


I plainly that from . Bi he was * * no eater 
Perceiv'd, and to my Maſter turn d, who made... O dos WO 
A fign to till remain, and bow to him. a 7 4 ol 77 


How full of wrath he feem'd! When at the Gate. 


80 Arriv'd, he ſtritck it with his ſlender Wand, . ain 1 


3 


And open'd; for it no obſtruction gave. 
e O Wretches much deſpis'd, from Heav'n caſt down, 
He, ſtanding on the threſhold, thus began: 
„ Whither does this your Inſolence preſume? 
85 © Why kick you thus againſt that Will which you 
4 Can ne'er controul, and which inflicted oft 
« Has puniſhments ſevere you've well deſerv'd? 
„ What profits it the Laws of Fate Yoppoſe ? 
The Chins and Throats of your guard Cerberus 
90 * By Herc'les' chains are yet depriv'd of hair.” “ 
. Then through the dirty path he back return d, 
And ſpoke not to us; but ſeem'd like a man 
In other cares, and other thoughts involy'd, 
After he had to us affiſtance grv'm 
vs We then, encourag'd by his words divine, 
Free from obſtruction went within the Walls.” 


And I, who much defir'd to know the frtare . | 


Of thoſe who were within this Fortreſs kept, 
Turn'd my eyes round, and faw on ev'ry fide - 

100 A Plane extenfive full of grief and woe. 

As about Arles, where to the Sea the Khome 

Its tribute gives; as near to Pola, which 
Limits the bound'ries of th” Italian coaſt, - 
Sepultures without number are beheld : 

105 So here the ground was cover'd o'er with Tombs, ET 
In which were ſufffrinps far more bitter felt, 
Theſe Monuments ſo heated were with fire, 
Greater need not to ſoften Ir'n be us'd. 
The Cov'rings of the Tombs were raiſed up; 

110 And from theſe Graves ſuch lamentations came 
That prov'd their Mis'ry, and their puniſhments. 
My Maſter, ſaid I, tell me who they are, 
(Who' re ſepultur'd within th6ſe arched Cheſts) 
That heavily complain with grievous ſighs. 

1 ig | He i in reply; T heſe are . 
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| LON G a erer; way, FP TO the Wall 1 
And Martyrs' Tombs, my Maſter and I went, 

attern of all Virtue, I began, 255 

Who lead me through the Paths of Puniſhment, 

5 As you think meet, in this me ſatisfy ; 

Can they who in theſe Sepulchres lie here 

See what is done? their Lids are all rais'd upp 

Vet not one looks out: he then in reply; Ry 

Theſe Graves will all be ct68'd, when from the Vale . 


10 Of Joſhaphat they with their bodies hall 


Return, Thich they in th* upper world have left: 
With his Difeiples Epicurus hass 
In this diviſion an allotted place, 

Who hold the Soul does with the Body die. 

15 As to what further you requeſt, you ſhall 

Soon ſatisfaction full receive; as well 

To what you aſk, as what from me you kide. 
This, faid I, my kind Guide, was not defign'd 
To any thing conceal, but to comply _ 

20 With your commands, that I ſhould 99 ſp enk; 
70 Tuſcan, who [6 propetly do talk, 

e And through this firey city paſs alive, 


I you beſeech a little while to ſtop: 


Tour language to me manifeſtly proves, 3 
25 * That you are native of that place renown'd, 
« To which, perhaps; I too offenſive was.” 
Our of a Cheſt this Waden voice was heard,  _ 
Which eaus'd me to go near my Guide with feat. 
Turn tow'rds him, what d'ye fear? he to me 1 x 


30 You Farinata ſee, who's rais'd upright, 


And upwards from this girdle ſtands confeſs d. . 
My Eyes on his were ſtedfaſtly now fixt; 
His Cheſt inflated, and his lofty Front 
Were ſuitable to him who Hell deſpis d. 

F 2 


35 My Guide courageous with! his hangs me puſh's- 
Among the Tombs, that near him I might ſtand; 
Bidding me cautious of my words to prove. 
When at the foot of his Sepulchre ' Fl 
Was come, he on me eaſt a flight regard, 

40 Demanding with diſdainful air and proud; 
Who were your Anceſtors?“ To him 3 1 
I was deſirous, and nought from him hid: 8 
He then with haughtineſs his eyebrows rais a, F 
And fiercely ſaid; “ They always adverſe were 
45 To me, to mine, and Party howe'er ſtrong: 
"4 2 diſperſed twice their routed bands. 
„Although they baniſh d were, I then teplied,,_ _ 
„They twice return'd, and twice made head again :. * 
Which was an art your Party ne'er could learn.“ 
A Shade ear this was to the Chin diſcern ds... 
8 that I thought him raiſed on his knees. 
He look d around me as if with deſire e 
Jo ſee if any me accompanied: ? 
But when he was of this thought undeceiv'd, N 

55 He ſaid lamenting; * If through theſe dark paths. 1 

To, by the power of your c 
<«< My Son, where 1s he, and why not with W. 3 
I in . J am not come alone, 

« He, who's attending there, did me here lead, 

60 * Whom, poſſibly, your Guido did too much 

„ Deſpiſe.“ My anſwer was thus full and clear, ee 
As from his Words, and kind of Puniſhment, . 
His name and rank I had diſcovered. F 

With quickneſs riſing up; „What ſay you, did: 1 
65 * Lives he not then, and the ſweet Light enjoy . 
When he perceiv'd T ſoon not anſwer d him 
He backwards fell ſupine, nor was ſeen more. _—-_ 
But that proud Spirit near which I was plac'd, ; « (pray 
Shew'd not the leaſt ſubmiſſion to his fate, 5 i 
70 By changing colour, or by bowing r 
He ſaid, continuing his former ſp eech, | 
— they the Art of rallying have not learnt, 
It more torments me than this bed of fire. 
Vet, fore the Queen, who governs in this Drs + 
75 * Shall fifty times er ns have reallum d, 
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You will well know the power of this Ame. 


80 


| 8.5 


4 Florence itſelf, I dared to ſtand forth, 
And it defend alone with all my „ 


* And if you hope again to rule above, 
Tell to me why your impious party Gus nfs 
KRages 'gainſt/mine with many-Laws ſevere 5 


The boundleſs Slaughter, I him anſwered, 


« Which caus'd the Arbia to run red with bloddzr! to? nth 101 | 


« Produced in our Councils theſe reſolves.” 


He, deeply fighing, ſhook his head, and ſaid, 7 


« In that great rout. I a&ed not: alone, 
«© Nor without reaſon did J others join: 
« But when it was;reſolved to deſtroy " wt 21 


. So may your Seed for eyer live in peace!“ 


90 


I him intreated, © this my doubt explain, 
Which long time has enveloped my mind. 


Lou, if T rightly hear, appear to view 


95 


6 Things yet to come, but know not preſent acts.“ 
Uke thoſe with failing fight,” he ſaid, © we ſee. 
+ Objects at diſtance-far from us remov'd; 

„ This is allow'd us by the Power ſupreme : 25 


6 When they approach us near, or preſent are, 
«© We do not them diſcern ::unleſs ſome Ghoſt. 


Shall bring us the advice, we nothing know . 


«© Of Human Race, or what is done above: 


Nor of Futurity can only ſpeak, . 
4 Before its Gate ſhall be for. ever mut. 7 


Being convinced of my fault. I ſaid, 


105 


Tell to that Shade who's fallen back ſupine, . . 
That his Son yet among the living breathes : . 


«& And, in_my.anſwerat I.were remiſs, 
8 Acquaint him that I meditating: was 


„ Concerning doubts which to me you've explain 


| 110 


115 


My Maſter to him calling me; in haſte 


This Spirit I intreated that he'd tell 


The names of thoſe who lying were with him. 
4 J with a thouſand more lie here, he ſaid, 
C The ſecond Fred'ric, and the Cardinal; 


* Bur of the others I ſhall nothing ſay.” 


He in his coffin then conceal'd himſelf; - 


And I towards the Poet turn'd my ſteps, . 


IF 4 


d.“ 5 


Thinking. 


CY 


"Thinking on what unpleaſant Wan nie doll.. 

The Poet moved on, and aſk'd me why n thD- - 

I thus diſheartened ſeem'd; which 1 confels'd. 5 
4120 What you have heard againſt you, ſaid the Sage, 

Preſerve well in your mind ; kewiſe to this, 

Holding his finger up, you ſhould attend . 

When you ſhall at the joyous fight arrive e 
Of her whoſe Eye benign does all things view, 95) of '£ 

125 She will to you your future WRT in 7 # 

WMe turning to the left hand, left the Wall, 

And tow'rds the middle went, along a path 

—_ to a FTE _e ye IE own 


ec 4 * 1 0 Xt. 


THEN. at the Wakes end ofa * bn 8 
Formed of great and broken ſtones; ye came 
Over a place more horrid till, from whoſe. 
Deepeſt abyſs a putrid Stink exhal'd: 
4 And, to avoid this Stench, we ſtood belind 
A Monument made. ofthe largoſt ſize, _ 
On which we this Inſcription ſaw ingray'd: : 
„Within this Tomb Pope Anaſtaſio I kept, _ 
„ Whom Fotino out of the-right way drew.“ 
10 *Tis prudent not to haſten our deſcent, 
My Maſter ſaid, but rather to ourſelves 
Accuſtom to this ſmell, which fainter I ſeem 
By uſe. Tell me, then ſaid I, by what means 
Me recompenſate can this loſs of tim. 

5 re Obſerve, replied he, that of this I think;: 
My Son, below theſe ſtones three Circles are, D 
Gradually leſs'ning, like to thoſe you've left 
Above, which all are-full of Souls accurſt. . 

That you may them the better underſtand, . Ow 
20 Learn how, and why: they are confined here. TS 
— Oferiey Vas which GRIT IONS... „ 
_ To injure is the e and the end; 
Either by Force, or Fraud. But as to Man 
Fraud is peculiar, it more God offends: 
25 Therefore the fraudulent are lower plac'd, 
And greater puniſhment and pains endure. * 
They * ole Violenee ſale occupy 
9 het Circle firſt in rank; but as all Force 
Againſt three perſons may be tried, this one 
30 Into three other Circles is diſposd. As 5 
Force may be us'd gainſt God, his Neighbour, and 
Himſelf, himſelf I ſay, and what relates | 
Jo him; as you. ſhall fully hear explain d. 
* Forex are 23 Ne * Dutt itſelf, 


o 


1— 


35 


1 1 8 


Inflicted on our Neighbour; whoſe Effects 
Deftroyed likewiſe are by Theft and Fire. 
In the firſt Circle are for this confin'd 


Thieves, Homicides, and who ſuch efimes at 


40 


45 


3c 


That Fraud of which each Conſcience feels the pang *. 9 
Man may commit *gainſt thoſ& he do confide 1 


55 


Where they, but not alike, their torments meet. 


A Man with violence his hands may lay 
On his own perſon ; or diſperſe his wealth : ere 
is therefore in the ſecotid Circle fit e 

That he, though to no pur ole, ſhould repent ; | 46% 
As he by gaming or by other means, 70 


3 


Did his Eſtate in diſſipation loſe, 


When in your World he ſhould have 1555 not i Woe, 


Force againſt God himſelf may be applied 
By thoſe who him blafpheme, and from their hearts 
Deny; and Nature, and her Laws contemhi, 


Like thoſe who'n Sodom, and Caorfi dvett,” 1 K e 8 


And thoſe who heartily their God deſpiſe: 
Theſe with the leſſer Circle's ſeal are ſta mp'd. 


In him, as well as thoſe who truſt him not. . 3 
The firſt unhappily deſtroys the Bond * | 


In general by Nature forn'd : from e 
Confined in the ſecond Circle are 


He who a Fraud againſt his Friend commits, 
Forgets the Chain firm linkt with ſpecial Faith * 


Of th? Univerſe, where Lucifer refid&, 


20 


Phe Hypocrites, the Flatterers, and' —_— Ah 1 


Who practiſe Coz'ning, Sorcety, and That, ny 


Baſe Simony, procuring with a ſmile, , 
Maſked Deceit, and all ſuch filthy tricks. 


Between Relations and thoſe beſt baovd. 
And Traitor turns ; in laſting pains he dwells 
In the laſt Circle, which the Centre is 


Then I ſaid, Maſter, you with G [ITN Wu 
Explain'd this Gulf, and thoſe in it contain'd: 
Yet tell me, why they who in this thick Marſh | 


Are driven by the winds, or beat by rain, 


Or with reproachful ſpeech together meet, 


75 


Within that City red with raging fire 
Receive not puniſhment, if with them God 


Is 


14 


Is wrathful made? if not, why even thus? 
Why is your mind, he in reply, leſs ſane 
Om . was wont to be? or whither turns? 
du recollect the words wich which! 5 
80 Your B hies of thoſe1 iſpoſitions tretts, © 
Which Heav'n cannot permit, Incontinence, | 
| Determin'd Vice, and beſtial Cruelty ; ES 
And that Incontinence God leaſk.cffendz? 1 1 
If this Opinion vou will call to mind, F 4 * 
4 5 And thole-who/punifh'd are without the Wells, 14.4 
| You'll ſoon diſcern W) from more * Sb 
They ſeparated are, ad Why on on them iet ay 40 CT 
_ Juſtice divine leſs puniſhment es 
Oo your W like the Sun each alen ae 07 n⁰j,m“ lt 
90 Relieve, and give ſuch pleaſure When you clear 
My doubts, that I to raiſe them oft defite; K 15 2040 
Explain to me, I ſaid, what lately % 7 1 
Advanc'd, that divine Goodneſs "ihe was ara tb 
Offended by all acts of Uſury. D an 
95 Philoſophy to thoſe whit attend, þ IO 206 - - 
He in reply, in ſev'ral points lived, 5 abe 1 
That Nature's courſe ſhould ever be bead . 
And early in your Phyſics you Will find, Les . 
That ſhe proceeds Ac th! Intellect divine; e alk 
too And Art = follows, as the Pupil does 15 . e 
His Maſter near; and if you recollect 
Your Geneſis, you'll know that from e ro | 
Mankind ſhould Life, Tillage the Earth receive. 
But, becauſe Us'ry takes another way, 
205 Deſpiſing Nature and her daughter Art, 
It God diſpleaſes, and incurs: his wrath. 


4 


„ 


More farward to advance I would defire ; * = „% AR, - 


For now the Fiſhes on th? Horizon glide, 
And all the Wain towards the Nort welt arives: get 
? 10 * the Sep heap wh | 8 d 
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"HE Place, „ 5 Tere bend" 


en elifts near Sa od) | 54 


Like to the Mountains. brok: 


A way was open 'd F p. deſcent. 4 % 3 0 ue 05 
Upon the Margin 5 
10 The infamy of Crete extended lays, itt | ot ny ER 


ink you that the Athenian Chief is 3 


= «© Who flew you in the world above? Reft. "fey 

0 oy „This does not by your Siſter tutor d come, W 
f | But to beheld yous puniſhments alone. An bach. « 
| Like to a Bullock, who a mortal wound Weit 

| 20 Received has, not knowing where to gh 190 46 7 
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A ſight thus horriq every one; ou ſhun. O zid 11. 
Caus d by an Earthquake, or corroding. r noot l 0 


5 Of the fam d Adige beating gainſt its ſides; 45) i 11 
And which were riven, from: its lofty. top el " ib Hoi 
Down to the Plaue below ; E ſo through t id IT TY 


ſplinter'd crap 1 100 ih 5 


Which was congeiv'd in a pretended C, 15 be TI 
7 Who, when he us diſcover Sd. bit himſelf, 0 „Abeba 
| * thoſe who are with in wat anger ein. wihqutolid't 2.5 

; Virgil call'd to H loud 5 50 cl mw 


Skips wildly tound, and bounds: about the ver, 111 2 


In ſuch diſtreſs the Mingtaur I ſaw. * 112 ” i 1 


Haſte, cried my Guide,, run to the paſſage quick : *. 
While he's enrag'd, xis right you ſhould elend, ot 

2 5. Then, O'er'the {catter'd flones we took our way, 

That moved oft beogath my flippi 

Which were unuſual in this rocky f 

My Guide, who ſaw me meditating, aid, hag 
Perhaps you on this Ruin think, which now 
30 Is guarded by that angry Beaſt, whom 1 

Have forced to retire: You this may know ;; :; 

When to th' Abyſs below I formerl7 

This way went down, the Rock not broken wass 

But, - I Judge " not N before 
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65 Who for the beauteous Deianira died, 


C9] 


35 He came, who from the upper Circle took. + 

Many who were by Lneifer-confin'd;.  , 

The fœtid Vale was ſo ſeverely on, - 

That it appear'd the Geipel i ttt 
— 0 uk | 


Did of that Loye pattake,- 


40 Often the World to io Gd r | 
And at that time this ancient Rock was Spe. \ bs 


No to the Valley turn your eyes, for we 


The bloody River neat approach, in Whick 14 


Whoe'er with Violence another hurts 


45 Is plung'd. O fooliſh Rage, O blind defecrm, 


That ſpurs you on, in che mort Life above, 
To ſuch dire Acts as to eternity 
Will keep you in this wretehed bath below! 6 


I ſaw an ample Trench, eurv'd like a bow, Fd 

50 Embracing all the Plane within ; T 

y Guide had me inform'd: between this Trench | 
with blood, and bottom of the Rock, 


Flowi 
After each other Centaurs ran, who were 
With arrows arm'd as follo hg ebe Chace. 
5 5 When they deſcending ſaw U 
Three of this crew before the eſt advanc'd, 


Furniſh'd with Bows, and with ſhort choſen — "gt | | : 


One at a diſtance cried, * What Puniſhment 


„ Are you to undergo, who thus come here? 
60 „ Tell me this inſtant, or I draw my Bow.” 


My Maſter ſaid. Our anſwer we will give | 
«© To Chiron whom we preſently ſhall meet: 

« Your fierce Deſire was always premature.” 
He touch'd me then, and ſaid; This Neſſus i Is 


And did himſelf on Hercules reyenge : | 


* 


He in the middle, ſeen down to this cheſt, > 1065 * N 


Is the great Chiron who Achilles taught: 4 
3 other's Pholus ſo replete with ire, 1 . 


Theſe round about the Trench by: eg eu, 
— whatever Souh emerg'd aboo vx 
The bloody Lake, more than their crimes allow. TEN 


511 A3 


When nearer to theſe agile = eee at 
Chiron an arrow took, and drew _his-bow+:'; - yi 15 
7 5 So gary that the barb was ſeen 9 3 
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30 


Has left, to me this offee new cot 


95 


100 


His cheek, and, op 
* Makes an impreffion with his feet or tone p 
Where the two natures join e 


Replied ; He certataly's/alive, and 1 "2 G3 ' 1 


Neceſſity, not Choice, his b 


« For he's no Ghoſt that can pervade the air“ 


* 
. 


Ki vaſt mount be fi by ae 72 
To his Companions, „D yon not obſerve by" m 
«© That he who walks behind, Whereer' h. 


„This is not done by feet of thoſe. who're: a 1 
And my kind Leader, ſtanding at his breaſt, A c © * 
Man and Horſe, „„ 


* 


6 T0 him alone muſt this dark Vale diſctofe, von. 5 T 
* She, who that place where Halleluja ſong * "ge! A a 
WM We come not here 3 OT eine. Tit 


> « By which I walk hi "g this rugg ed] path,” awe | 


** 


« Afford us one of your's who | . 7 out 3 
* places to us un know, where we can . 
c And on his back my charge may fafe _— Fes Ah & 
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Then Chiron, turning to the fight hand, ſaid ö 
To Neſſus; Undertake this AK with care; 


And drive away Whatever band you meet.“ 


Eſcorted*by dur faithful Guard, we went 


Along the ſhore of the vermillion Lake, 


Where thoſe in boiling blood made grievous Cries. / 
Some to the eyes ſunk in the ſtream I ſaw ; F Si 
'Th' enormous Centaur faid,.** Pheſe Tyrants are, 
Wbo on their people's blood and treaſure pers . 


But, without pity, damned here lament : FEST af 

106 Alexander, Dionyfivs fierce, | 5 4405 FA 
„Who Sicily o'erwhelm'd for years in woe #1200 
« And Azzolino with his hair ſo black, wart 5 


110 


115 


Are with that other join d, with flaxen Locks, 

% Obizzo d' Eſti nam'd, who from the world 

„% Was by his Sen- in-law pr nod 8e _” 

J turned to the Poet then, who fad ;- 

He's now the firſt, and I the fecond am. 
When we a lintle farther had advanc'd | | 

And came to ſome who in the bubbling Spring 

Were ſunk up to the throat, the Centaur * 


And pointed to a * Shade, | 2 


(4%) 


Sing This, in the boſom of the Church, 

Pierced a Heart yet on the banks of Thames 

|  Rever'd, Then ſome I ſaw whoſe Heads above 

| rev The Stream were rais'd, and ſome with all their Gene, 
Of theſe T many knew: the farther e 

Proceeded, they were leſs immerg'd in blood; 

Till ſome we ſaw whoſe feet were barely hid: is 

And in the ſhallow part we paſs'd the Trench, ' —© 

tes ©" As you on this fide fee the bubbling * 3 

„Still leſs ning in its depth,” the Centaur ſaid, 

„ $9 on the other ſide it riſes . $7 
Till it with that part joins where Tytants groan, 7 
Where divine Prudence has, with juſtice, thruſt 

130 That Attila the ſcourge of God on earth; 5 

. * Sextus; and Pyrrhus of Epiros king; - 

„And from the two Riniers draws ſcalding tears, 
Who in the public ſtreets great ſlaughter made," 


Neſſus then turned, and repals'd * Ford. 
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Tis here the filthy Harpies form Ws 
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— had wot amiinYiake biber fide, - 


Beforo we entered a pathleſs wood, 
Whoſe Leaves were never green, but brown and dark? 1 
No taper Branches, but intwiſted Knots; 
No wholeſome Fruit, bur Twigs with poiſon ting'd, #3 
Were there: ſuch rugged, and ſuch thick-fet Srumps 0 
Are not diſcover'd in thoſe hated Wilds 5 

Between Cecina and Corneto plac 


Who from the Strophades the Trojans drove, | . 

With fad forebodings of their future Ills. - 

Their Necks and Viſage human are, their Wings 

Spread wide, their Feet are arm'd with griping Claws, 

And their ſwoln Paunches cover'd are with Plumes: 

From theſe dire Trees they utter their ns. 
Before you farther go, my Maſter ſaid; 

| Know, that you in the ſecond Circle are, 

And will remain, till to the horrid Sand 

You ſhall arrive: with diligence obſerve, 

And you ſuch things ſhall ſee, as will dep rive 

Whatever words I ſpeak, of all belief. 

Walling and cries on ev'ry fide I heard, 

But yet no perſon ſaw from whom they came: 

Wherefore I, all diſmay'd, in ſilence ſtood. 

I think that he imagin d I believ! d, 

That all the Voices mong theſe wither'd ſtumps 

From people came who hid themſelves through fear. 

My Maſter therefore ſaid; If you break off 9 

A angle Twig from one of theſe dry plants, 

The Thoughts you have of them you'll find are vain. 

I then a little *. ſtretch'd my hand,. 

And a ſmall Sprig from a great Bramble pluck d: 

Its Trunk exclaim'd ; “ Why do you ſplit me thus?“ 

With Drops of blood this rending follow d was; 


1 


35 The Cries renew'd, © Why do you thus me tear? 


42 


* Diveſted of all pity is your mindꝰ 

«© We once were Men, but now are plants become. 
« Better twould be more piety to ſhew,- 
Although of Serpents we had been the Souls ” 
As a green Brand, which at the one end burns, 


While at the other it ſheds mournful Fa 1555 


And crackles in the all- diſperſing wind; 


So from that Shiver iſſued both Words 


4 


O Shade offended,” rhen replied my C 
« If Dante to my words had given faith 


And Blood; which cauſed me to.drop the IG 7 


And ſtand agaſt, like one with fear atlail'd. 
Aude, 


„For what he now has ſeen, he had not firerch'd 4 75 


e Paſſing belief, induc'd me to comply 


„ But, that in recompence for what h'as done, 
He may in th' upper world your fame renew, 


55 


„When he returns, inform him who you were. 


The Trunk replied; * Vaur ſweet words dalle, 
© That — filent I cannot remain; 


e Permit me therefore to explain my fate. 3 * 80 


bo 


Know, I am He, who the two Keys poſſeſsd 


« Of Fred'ric's Heart, which I fo craft'ly us 4. 
Both locking and unlocking, chat I left 
No hope for other to his Secrets know. |, 
& Such credit in my Office, I obtain d, 


As in proceſs of time procur'd my death. oe 
„The Harlot Envy, who ne'er turns abide 


Her eyes deluding from where Cæſar reigns, 


cc (The common vice, and ruin of all Courts) 
« Againſt me, by her pow 'r, inflam'd each heart; 


And theſe the Emperor did ſo inflame, 


* That all who favour d me againſt me and. 


70 © Perſuaded by my wrathful Mind, that 1 


By dying ſhould avoid the Singing, pangs 


Of — 1 to myſelf became 


75 


«© Unjuſt. By the new IND which from this wood + 
92 Shook erh ſwear, that never I 3 
* wy Lord, who. of all honous nay was. 


„His hand out to your hurt: this ſtrange affair, 972 


„ With that which to me. great. diſpleaſure gives. : 22 
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Bi 
But aſk him what you more defire to Kb. W 
I him requeſted thus; Do you inquire 
That which you judge ſhould ſatisfy my mind ; tha 
For my compaſſion will not let me ſpeak. ' 7 KO 
_ Addreflingthim, he faid; “ If you would hape, 
_« Imp riſon'd Spirit, this Man freely do ' 
* What you of him defire, be pleas'd to tell, 


6 Oppreſſed lies for crimes by Envy 


TY 


0 1 NA my . aich e 
fram'd.? 5 10 | 

Perceiving that in'Mence he remain'd; 

Loſe not your time, the Poet to me aid, 


Why in, theſe knotty Stumps are Souls a 


And if chey ever hope to be releas d“. TD“ 


Fetching a hay figh, the Trunk then blewvw, 


Which wind was ſoon converted to theſe Lords: 5 7 


To you an anſwer brief ſhall be return'd. 1 
Soon as the guilty Soul the Body 'as left, fi UNS 7 
It Minoy to the ſeventh Circle ſends, „ e A = 
Where it falls in the Wood, without a RAP A * AT 
Ol place, and, where by chance it falls, it ſhoots i 
Like to a grain of corn, ftill putting forth - 

« Freſh Branches, but which always barren prove. 00 


127 


c The Harpies, feeding on its tender Leaves, 


100 


* Puts it to pain, which 
When the great Day of] 2 
Like other Ghofts, we for our Spoils ſhall ſeeks 1 


ain excites: complaints. =Y 
ment ſhall arrive, 


4 But with our former Bodies none recloath 


_ «© Ourſelves, for- tis not fit that any ſhould 


105 


© Regain what Men themſelves have ta'en ay. 


„Our Bodies here we after us ſhall drag, 


1 10 . 


« And each be on its proper Bramble hung 
„Where rorments now the hated Soul end ſures e 
Ex pecting more to hear, we liſt ning a 
Soon by a fudden noiſe we were alarm'd, 

Refembling that when a wild Boar is Wand, 

Chaſed by Do s, and ruſtling through 
Two naked Men on our left hand appear'd, 
Scratched all ver, and flying with ſuch ſpeed, 


115 That ev'ry branch obſtrücting them tiey d broke.” 


The foremoſt cried; * O ſuccour, ans Death": gu 


the woods, ALS oh 


The 


120 


11 


The other, who him could not overtake, 
Exclaimed; * Lano, you in Toppo's field 


„0 ready was not to engage, as now 


«© To run: His failing, breath here ſtopp'd his cours 


And in- a Thicket he himſelf cenceal'd. 


Many black Dogs purſued him through the woods, g 


Like greyhounds running with an eager ſpeed, 


Juſt from their coupling loos'de they fix d- their tech 


In him who hidden lay, and piece - meal du, 
And carried offchis yet bemoaning limbs. 


My Guide then togk me a e and Jed. 


1 30 


Me to the Thicket here complain d, a rs 
This Soul, of tortures which it neo endur'd.. . 

* Giacopo, what profits you,“ it fail, 
« To ſeek wirhme Protection in: this Buſh®, 0 


wy 
me EE 


Why ſhould I flor or — RREer” þ 
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When cloly to ñt my. Maſter -was arvividy;/ oo 4 trays © IN 


135 


140 


145 


« Who on it always Will inflic 


He ſaid; ** W 
46 Provok d by wounds 


„% Has for the its firſt patron ch 
his Art: 
If ſome reſemblance hin, ere wer ben 1 


On Arno's bridge, 


«© On Aſhes left by Attila wg arrival roads th: 25 


60 To me a Wr hot ng; oor 
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o were jou; wat NOW breathe compl ai 
eceived from theſe 1 wy 
He thus — O Shades, uh here are come 
4 To ſee my Leaves with ſuck: did Ty 
* Gather them up, and place chem at an Was. 04.01 38397 
« ] native of that City: was Which now 10 1 
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OR r my Oxnipaldhadtn bow with 9 W 


; 3 up the ſcatter'd Ev and gave ries: 


o him who with complaining hoarſe became. 
"how we paſs'd forward to che Confines, where 
5 The ſecond Girele from the third divides, 
And Juſtice with her puniſhiments 1 18 ſeen pit FT 0 
A Plane it was devoid of ev'ry plant. 


| This Plane the Wallin: Wood encompaſha wund, 


As that was by the bloody ? 
: 10 We went not on, but at t e Wood's edge tops. 10 
The ſpace within a Sand wWas deep and d 0 | 
Like as which Cato m the Deſart trod. THI. 
O Vengeance dire of God, how much nog ute” 
By ev'ry one be dreadied; when he reads * 
15 What to my eyes was manifeſtly ſhewn't - 1 


I many Crouds of naked Ghoſts beheld -- 57a ** 252 


With greateſt mis xy utt ring their com Plaints : wy. 
Their torments yet did not allke 9 e 
Some ſupine ſtretehed lay along t 1 5 * 
20 Others were fitting gather d . a wy 7 Ou 
And others ran continually about? wy . 
Theſe far the greater number were; and thoſe 
The fewer, who lay on the earth ſupine: 
But to complaining were their tongues more free. 
nt 5 Upon the Sand a gentle Fall of fire 
Rain'd like the Flakes of foftly dropping Show, 
Which deeply cloath the Alps without of Mud: 
Or like the Fire that Alexander faw 
Fall on his army, when through India led; 
30 Which to extinguiſh, he his Soldiers causd 
To trample on the ground, and, by this — pl 
Deſtroy its force betore it gather'd ſtrength. 
80 thick deſcended the eternal Fire, 
That 3 * the Sand inflam'd, as does che Flint 


7 b „ 


35 The Tinder, when 'tis ſtricken by the Steel. 
And thus their Tortures doubled were; nor could 
Their ſcorched Hands with quickeſt motion waa 
The Fire that them on ev'ry fide artack d. 

O Maſter, I began, who conquer all, 

40 Except thoſe Dæmons dire that through 1! the Gates 
Of Dis your enterance oppos'd, me tell | 

Who this vaſt Body is that difregards // x 

The hot combuſtion, and with ſuch diſdain, - 

Unmoved lies, nor in the fire relents ? _ 

45 He, hearing what I'\aſk'd, quick faid aloud: 

uch as 1 living was, ſuch am I dead. TY 

* Though Jove his fabricating Smith ſhould tires. | 

From whom he that ſharp-pointed Lightning took, 

„ Which ſtruek mexdead ; and though he would n 

50 © His other Workmen, one by one, fati 

In Mongibello's Smithy black with foal, 


8 


« Aloud exclaitning, Help, good Vulcan, help. 


46 (As he before in Phlegra's Battle did; ;); 
And at me hurl his Dart with all his force, "Wy 
35 © To his revenge I never will ſabmut,” 1 0 ws Fa. 
My Guide then in a ſharper accent ſaid 7 

Than I before had ever heard him ſpeak, 
_ © O Capaneus, you greater puniſhment * 
© Cannot endure, than thus to have your Pride. 

60 © With unabating fury rage:” and turning then, 
He me with milder — addreſs d; This Wen 
Was one of ſeven Kings that Thebes: v9 off 

The Gods contemn'd-and little did eſteem: -. . 


But, as I told him, his contemptuous Pride . "TIT 
65 Is by the Tortuves,. in his breaſt. repaid. * 3 1 


To follow me tis beſt; and to obſerve 
Not in the burning Sand to put your . 
But, bord'ring on the Wood, purſue your way... 
Silent we Game where from the Foreſt bene, 
70 A Rivulet whoſe redneſs yet affrig ts: 
Ihrough the hot Sand it flows, like: that eim 
Which Harlots in their dwelling-place divides. 
Its Bottom and its Banks were ſtone become; 2 * 
Which prov'd that there a paſſage was allow d. 
75 1 whatever — Ive to you ſhewn, 
2 


\ 


* 7 ; 
& 8 i 7 
. 8 
* . * 3 *>, 
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Since 


90 Her Son, and, better to conceal | bis cries,® 


105 They Ach'ron form, and Phle 


L 3= 1 


since we have paſſed: through that open one, 
Whoſe Entrance free to no one is denied; 
None more deſerving notice have you ſeen 


Than this ſmall Brook died red with bubbling dest, 


890 Which ev'ry little Flame extinguiſnes; 


Theſe were my Leader's words, whom [ beſeech'd- 
To ſatisfy that hunger he had rad. 6 

In the Mid-Sea a Lahd deſertedilies, . 
Which is call'd Crete; he in reply Nun N 


95 Under whoſe King the World was free ane 


A Mountain named Ida's in it 3 < 
In verdure formerly and water rich; 
But now forſaken like: a barren Soil. 
This Rhea choſe, where ſafely might data 


She cane her prieſts to drown them with wp nou """_ 
An ol Many — in this mountain ſtands, r 
Who towards Damiata turns his back . 
And ſtedfaſt looks at Rome as in a Glaſs. N 


05 His Head is formed of the fineſt Gold; 


His Arms and Breaſt are of pure Silver made gz 
And to the Waiſt Braſs does the parts ſopplyn Es 
With Iron all conſtructed is below 
Except one Foot, which is of baked Clay 10 


100 This is the right, and this his chief e. 


All parts are fotten; unleſs that of Gold. 
Tears from a cleft guſh out, that in a Grot: - 
Collected are, in which this Statue s n * 
Precipitately falling, in this Vale | 
gerhon, and — 
And then along this ſtrait Canal they run 
Till they can fall no more, butcconftitutess. - 
The Lake Cocytus ;; and what that is you 'I . 
Hereafter; therefore I' now ſay no more. 


110 If, then I aſked him, this running Stream 


Does from our World above detive i its courſe, | 
Why is it only in this diſtriet ſeen? 


To which he faidy You Knom this place is round: 
The way was always on the left you came; 


115 Therefore the Circle have not ſeen complete: 


Then let not what 1s new raiſe your — n 
Maſter, 


"OR 


Maſter, 1 ſaid again, pray tell me where 
Are Phlegethon and Lethe, one of which 

\ . You ſay Sos from thoſe guſhing Tears 27237 bd 

120 But of the gther you qui ken r 

Vour queſtions always pleaſe, he then replied; 

One ſhould be anſwer'd by this un Stream; J 
Lethe is not in this Region found, 

. But where the Souls to bathe themſelves Kh 
125 When fully they“ ve repented of their crimes. 
Now it is time to leave this dreary Wood; "Ig | 
The Canal's Border a ſafe way affords, 
Where ben 1 never can KO 
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BE. of he 1 Banks oj Epic W 
Where, by the exhalations of the Brook, 
We were protected from the buthing heat 
Of the hot Sand; which Banks reſembled = 
5 That are *twixt Bruges and Guizante rais' 
From ſudden floods the Flemings to _ 
That, them attack, and drive the Sea away: 
Or like to thoſe the Padouans ere&t. _. 
Along the Brent, their cities to preſerve 
10 And Caſtels, ere the Chiarentana feels 
A hett; but theſe were not ſo high nor thick, 
We now had left the Wood fo far behind, 
_ That "though 1 look'd, I could not it Adern; 12 * 
| When a late company of Ghoſts we met, 
15 Who came aide W Bank, and each one look d 
At us, as in the ev'ning when che · Moon 45 
Is new; and knit their brows to us obſerve, 
Like to an Artiſt, when his fight grows dim, ; 4 
Aiming his Thread at a ſmall Needle's eye. 
20 Soon I by one of them was known, who heile 

My garment's hem, and cried, What arvel's this?” 
And I, when he his arm to me ſtretch'd . . 
My eyes upon his ſcorched viſage fix d Wk; 

So ſtedfaſtly, that I him alſo kne p. 

2 5 Stooping, I held my hand before his "ny" EY: 
And ſaid to him, ** Is Ser Brunetto here? 
He in reply, © My Son, be not diſpleas'd, 

e Although Brunetto ſhould with Ton turn . 

„ And let the Croud their deſtin'd courſe purſue.” | 

30 To this I gave aflent, and further ſaid; _, 

If you will ſtay, II fit with you awhile; Mi 
« Of this I truſt my Guide will well approve.” 

4 O Son,” return'd he, © who cer of this Drove 


Stops but a moment, lies an hundred years „ 
JJ 8 « Without 
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„ Perceiving Heav'n was ſo benign to ou. 
692 


70 


Like one expreſſing moſt profound 1 reſpec 
„What Fortune, or what Deſtiny,” he off J 15 
Began, does from above you hither bring, 410 SY 


e Without relief, however hot's the fire. 
* Go you now on, and I will near you keep, 
* And after will my Company rejoin, 


« Who their eternal torments {till deplore.” 4 


I dar'd not to deſcend the Bank, to walk 
Cloſe by his ſide upon the burning Sand: 
But, to him hear, my head inclined low,. 


'* Before you are to your laſt Day arriv'd ? 


And who is this that here directs your way „* 
* o him I anſwer'd ; * In that happ 1 Life 90 
in a Vale my Path defir'd mild, «TIES. 
© Before my deftin'd years were all complete: pew 


And yeſter morn I chang'd my path defign'd. 


This my kind Friend his guidance does afford, 
ce And brings me ſafely to my wiſh'd-for home?” 


Then he; If you the influence of your Star 


*« Purſue, the port of Fame you cannot miſs, "ok. 
« This I obſerved when I breath'd your Air: 5 ; 
And, if my days were ended not fo ſoon, * 


J to your views ſhould have incitement RL 3 


Fut that ungrateful People and malign, 


„ —— from Fieſole came, 
offits Mountain, and its Quarry yet 


«© Partakes, will you for your advantage make 


Their Enemy; nor ſhould we be ſurprisd 
That with ſweet Figs agrees not ſour Fruit. 


By Fame of old they were proclaimed Mus, 3 


A Nation. covetous, invidious, proud. 


From theſe their vices le then yourſelf ;. 
« Since for ſuch honour „ 
That greedy of you each Side will become: 


tune you ER 


But long twill e they taſte ſuch * 


„Let for themſelves theſe beaftly Fleſolans 


75 * 


„Make Straw, but not a plant of merit touch, 

If ſuch by chance ſhall in their Dunghill ring, 
_« Reviving from that Roman Seed left there, 
00 1 8 of ſuch wickedneſs a N eſt *twas form'd. 5 


12 8 
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100 * Of ſome it may beiright to alk,” he fa 


t 


If T could all that I requeſt een 
To him I then replied ; , you thoujd. not jet 
From human intercourſe. be bank ed: 
For in my Mind, and in Wt FR bed. 
80 “ Your Image, when with 
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Were his Companions the greateſt n , 


« Of others beſt it is to lilent he: mi Wh | 
„Nor will the time. permit me.now o tell. . 7 


However nor, that all theſe Clergyawere, - 
% Or learned Men exalted high in fame, . 
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And, of ſuch gdious fights if fond, you him 
„May ee, who by the Servants Servant was 
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E bo were come. where the palate g FRY was. heard? 
Of Water, which in the next Circle fell, 
Like to the buzzing of a ſwarm of bees; 
When tow'rds us, — a Band which had paſs'd through... 
5 A ſhower of fire, three Shades running came, 
And each cried out; . O ſtop awile, Fpray, - 
« For, by. your, habit, you to us ſhoul r 
_ ©. One who in our depraved country dwells.” 
Alas! what wounds Lin. their limbs. beheld, | 
10 Recent and old, which by the flames were burntf YE 
It yet me grieves, when I them recollect. . 
My Guide attended to their cries, and fad, 9 3 * 
Turning to me; You here ſnhould wait for hem, 
If you are willing to.ſhew them reſpe& : . 
15. And, if they had not merited the fire 
Which darts upon them in this place, I'd fay, . 
That you ſhould them addreſs, and not they you. Hh 
San as we ſtopp'd, they their bewailings old 
Again began, and, when to us. arriv d,; . 
20 In the ſame tract they! in a circle ran 
Like to thoſe Champions who, for wreſtling, eipt,.. 
And well anointed, run around the ſtage, 
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1 Obſerving what advanta es ta take, 

3 | Before they throw their _ , or. fall themſelves. 
8 25 Each, thus employ'd, towards me turn'd his face, 
=—_ 8 So that their Eyes and Feet mov d diff rent ways. 

i If our moſt wretched ſtate on this looſe ſand,” 

| Began then one of them,“ and if our prayers, 


And fad and naked Forms by. you're. deſpis d, 
30 Vet let our Fame induce. you to relate 
Who you may be, that, living, thus ſecure - 
Direct your ſteps in theſe infernal Shades. 
This, in whoſe footſteps you now. ſee me tread, . 
2 . * GPs even of his Gigs. 
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35 & Liv'd in a e rank than to you ſecmns i W If 
He Grandſon of the-good/Gualdrada Was, M [ic 1-11 
„Well by the name of Guido Guerra known, | Oy 7 19511 5 
Whoſe Mind and Sword him reputation gave... 
The other; he nent to me treads is Sand, on bag 88 
40 © Is Aldobrendi fam d fer rudenge gregtr nn u 12) 
„ And in the world deſervedly TS 1 wo div 2g 10 

© I alfo whoyike-punidhmene withnhem ; 11 1,17 11d 
"2 Endure, was Ruſtioucei, and my fate 
By the fierce temper of my Wife s deore 1 0 FOR 
45 If without ſuff ring — — toil ia i "By 
Id willingly to wk — jr bib wort W 174 oa” 
And this my Leade er Alone bn ; mid! bo ; 
But, dreading that h; ſhould be e ee 5 Hort 
My fear o ercame my violent deſſre . 
Fo I then ſaid to them; „ Soon as this my Lord r 
e Inform'd me of your rank, and Who you were, 25 5 
«© Compaſſion, not Contempt, was in my mind 
6 So fix'd, that only late it will depart. 
LI of your Country am, and ever did "4; 
-55 With great affectien to-your names attend, 
And all your honorable acts repeat. fey 36 hs, 5 
Leaving all gall behind, Lm in purſuir wh 
Of the ſweet Fruit by my true Guide foretold:: 
«© But to the Centre I muſt firſt deſcend.” 
"bo * So may your Lite long time your limbs. preſerve,” 
One of theſe Ghoſts replied; So, Nes, en 3 
Jo diſtant, ages ſnine; to us relate 
i 6. If Courteſy and Valour now reſidde 
Within our City, as in 7 qe a ls es ty 
55 * Or if they have departed from its walls. 

„ For Borſiere, who now laments with CJ 
And whom you ſee with his eompanions 80 $4 
With his reports uneaſineſs excites,” s. 

„ Your new Inhabitants, and ſudden gain 
70 * Have in you, Florence, antroducd ſuch yoo)” | 
„ And Arrogance, and boundleſs. Luxury, 
That you yourſelf do of this enge complain, s 
I then exclaim'd with elevated front. „ 
The Shades, who knew this anſwer'd ther requeſt, . 
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«© If other times to ſutis faction vive, 1 cgi ü Win | 
They all replied, ec it you ſo little onde: fl MEWS 8 18 
« Happy you are to ſpeak thus with ſuch ado 5 »H ; 3 


„ Bur, if you er ſhall theſe dark Regions lese, Nen 
80 © And to admire the'beauteous Stars ann,, oP 5 
(When you may fay with pleaſure, I was bee) e 
« Of us with our kind Friends abbve 1 Tr 6 bu 3 
Their wheel they broke then, and ſo fwiftly Why” N 
II wings their nimble feet n Far iba 3 
85 Nor could an Amen beiſo ſoon expreſs'd, ot. 047 vl 1 
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As ſuddenly they vaniſh'd from our * 70H Hu. a 
My Maſter now did to depart — Ah il 7 
1 follow'd him; and we not far were gone 


When the loud Roar of water flling ae, vo 010 
90 Scarcely our words permitted to be . 18515 0 
That River like, which from mount Veſo runs 95 
Tow'rds the Levant, and leaving on the _ It 1 tt l! 
The Apennine, from its ſtill courſe 3 Nenn 
The name of Aqua- cheta, till it falls r 
95 Into its lower bed at Forli, where 1 
It is by that calm name no longer call'd; 
But its reſounding waves are by the _ K 110% 
Re- echo'd near to where St. Benedict . 
A A thouſand of Recluſe could entertain; of n 72 94% N 
100 We found this was, down tumbling from a Rock; 0 + 
A Water raging with ſuch horrid noiſe, ieee r 8 
As us almoſt of hearing to deprive. e *0 25 
The String of Fraud was girt eee ay waiſt, 79 
With which 1 formerly attempted had 00 I - 
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105 To take the Panther with the ſpotted . 14 fie 
This, when I'd looſen'd by my Guide's command; *; 
2 Coil'd up in many rounds I gay 6 to nB; "2 
1 5 Who, turning to the right, far from the ſhore, 
| | | Caſt it into the midſt of the deep Gulp h. 


110 Some novelty, I thought within 3 
Tz = This muſt prognoſticate, as with his eyes 
"= My Maſter it purſued, How cautious Men 
_ "= 5 Their own imaginations to indulge — 

Should be, not knowing what th event will prove ; ; - 

115 But ſhould thoſe truſt who with more prtidence yo?” 

* S8oon from below, he to me ſaid, you'll ſee wok: 
=. „ 8 i Arrive 


j 


— *, . - 6.4 

- l 7 — -, 
n n " A* CL ES a 8 
RIES J — 0 K 


AE 


P . — — 


* — 
A. 

— + 

wt 1 oe | 


acquires 


appear 3 


* 
in 


's only form'd. 


lips reta 
may to ſome 


t without fault 


2 | E) * 
> ers 4 
' — 2 


5 


heart with dread amazement ſtrike; 


ſtitute 
Like one who dives to looſen in the ſea 


ect 


eſteemꝰ d, 


LY 
* 
* 


to you 
ards us 


h the thick air obſcure 


© 
oo oe > 
3 832 
8 3 8 2 8 
5 822 3 2 2 
5 8 © LAY . 
| . 3 Z ES Dot 
7 FS DL BEE 8 = 5 
_ «OE L> ID 
= 2 © -< ws — 
ES 0 Em ASSES 
S 8 9 88 2 8 
S 88 7 
> ES Eh 38 2 * © 
SAA HOSE 
A : Q 
= my 2 


. 


» * 
aner 


- 
: 
FR * 


\ 


* % 


P 


An Anchor ſunk, which to'a: rock is fix d, 


130 And tugs 


443 
F 


; 


7 
4 
LY 


th clenched hands and 


it up wi 


3 


1 
* 

* * 
© 
- 

* 


— 


as; 
** 

5 

— 


* * _ 
pen 


— - 2 * —5 
r 


* 1 2 
* * 
7 , = 
3 
—. 
+ 
2 
ae. w# 
* 5 > » % 
* 
5 
—— 
F * 
0 1 
x — 8 
. - — 3 
„ 
5 —1 
5 — 
0 F 
. 9 
—— % 
. pn 
* 
. 
F 2 = 
_ 
8 4 
" : 
* 
* * 1 
* * 2 
: 
» 
; 
5. 
x- 
* Fe. q = 
* * 
na 


505m — — 


RCA NE: het 


- 


% we 
* * 
7 1 
* *. 


- 


8 0 - 
yg . * - 
A = 
* 4 
* mn te "4 . 1 
a 8 Tr n : * 
A i 5 "oj » 
- F I 
5 nd — 2 : 4 
B — . 42 5 ou 
7 de. 
8 - 
* wa * q F 
* Fe 4 . 0 
* = 7 — 
- 4 \ 
% bd 4 
" A 2 wy 
Df 2 
A 4 ; N 
© 5 5 0 2— 3 
* 3 at Sv * * . pas * a 
£ * + 6 I" * * JM 
* * ved wy, 5 
* EY * * : 


3 Cd - 
> on 
* 1 . *. * 
- 
Say * 
* 
- : F » p 
* * 
1 
* 
1 
. 4 
— 
« * © ape 
* — - 2 — 
* 
— 0 
+ 
— 
11 * * * 
* 
.> 7 
ot * * 
8 — 
: 1 - aa. 
. — % 
7 
* * f 
2 me 
* LY 
P . * - 
* * _ L N 
* 4 
4 * oy 
o 3 — 
* > - - 
© a = 
** -% 
. * 
9 # 
: 1 
E TY 
* 


hy e 


Arete ů — 
888 
. 


— 2 
— dies 4 — a 
93 
5 


mL 


2 — = 4 => * 2 — 
. RIS... = ä * . 
— Ar Dc rg, EAA As nb rr RIC 


——— won Woods 
e 


1 
. | 0 
0 62 
| | k p 
: » 
” \ * 
why. >, 1 72 
* 17 7 EF G4 185 . 
; * ; 
F * . 
: ; 2 
A a * 
x , &Y Þ : 7 Wc 6 - , ; , : on E 6.4 N 
. : * 3 5 0 : ! * Z g va 
: , ; x , N d 9 ' a 4 * 
; 2 g n 1 * it p 99 3 Na — . . ; 4 . , { | L ? 
c A * g K 1 0 ! * * 9 0 os Ml ' . F 
wn 5 , ; 
4 4 8 He * , N * — © p & 4 9 1 q * 8 a - 1 . * " 
3 14 J 14 £ - l 5 1 a 4 "FX : 0 . 3 
* ” - | 0 N * , 4 7 9 . * : N 0 d e $4 | * . * ; 1 ö P * 7 N 0 z 
: ; e Fo: b oY * G 
: 1 . | 


 EHO LD the Modfter with A pointed: . 
Wbo pierces Mountains, breaks down Wall x wd Arms 
eſtroys ; Lo him who allehi-werk!\infolte: 
My Guide thus me. addreſs'd, and ſhew me where 7 
5 He was approaching to the marble Ru: N 5 10 
This filthy Image af deceitful, F raud 
Came boldly formard with his head and 
But did not reſt his tail upon the bank. 
His face in ſemblance was a Man's dies, 
10 And all the reſt like to a ſerpent form'd. 
Two Paws he had thick cover'd o'er with hair; 
His Back, his Breaſt, and both his ſhining Sides 
With nodules, and with ringlets painted were. 
Colours more high, or brighter than were theſe 
15 The Tartars, or Sa Turks-ne'er gave their cloths; 
Nor was Arachne's web more richly ting' d. 
As ſometimes Barks upon the ſtrand, whoſe prows 
Are fix'd on land, and ſterns in water float; 
And as among the greedy Germans lurks 
20 The. Beaver, watching for the fiſh his prey; 
So this fell Monſter on the Brink repos d 
Of ſtone, the river bounding from th e ſand : $ 
His Length of tail he flirted in the air; 
And upwards turned its envenom'd point, 
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25 Which like a ſcorpion's was with poiſon 05 4. . 


Tis proper now, my Maſter ſaid, to go 
Towards that Beaſt perfidious who there lies, RM] 
Therefore ten paces on the right hand we 
(The. burning ſand, and firey thow'r't avoid) 


3o Deſeended near the Cirole's'extreme bounds. 


And when we were at him arriv'd, I'faw 
Many Shades fitting on the diſtant Sand, 
Cloſe to the precipice of broken ſtones. 
„I t vor may thoroughly this Circle know, 
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35: My Maſter faid ; ; Obſerve, * they” re employ d; "ns 
Of ſhort duration with them make your ſtay: // N 
Ere you return I will with him diſcourſe, "7 
That his ſtrong back he may to us afford, 

The ſeventh Circle's 5 edge I came to chen, 

40 Alone, where ſat a melancholy Crew. 

Their grief . plenteous from their es; their Hands 

Were conſtant] oy employ'd in beating off | * 

The burning Vapours from this fide or thats -- { he > 

Or from — ſcorching Sand. defend. their. 3 Fs £6 +; 

45 As Dogs in ſummer uſe their ſnouts and claws, - 

When they are bit by gnats,; or flies, or . 

Although I ſtedfaſt fix d my eyes on thoſe 0 . 

On whom the painful Fire fell, yet I could 5 

Not any know; but 1 obſerv'd a Bag 0 

59 Hung from their necks, on which they pleaſed | look a. 
Having ſome Figure on ſome Colour mend. 

An azure Lion on a yellow purſe. of im 

I faw, and, on.anather far more red. * 

1 bloed; a Goole was plac'd of norſedt — l 

5 5 5 And one, who on his —— ſack painted hall 

A A ſow of colour blue, and big with young, 

Said to me, * What do you in this vile place? 

o quickly: hence; but, although yet he. mer, 

Be certain that Vitaliano, wha - 

60 My Neighbour. was, will on my left hand ft... NY 

A Paduan I'm among theſe Florentines, ., - 

<< Who often thunder in my ſtunned. ears, 
Let now your ſov'reign Cavalier appear, 
Who bears his budget loaded with three Goats.” K 70 
65 He then his mouth diſtorted, and loll'd out PEE 
His tongue, Ox-like when he his noſtrils licks. . 

1, fearing that I ſhould him cauſe to wait, = T3 

Who had requeſted me to. ſtay not long. 

Turned my back upon the moaning Shades. 4.6 

79 My Guide I found had on the, crupper lang & 5. 

Of the wild Animal, and to.me-ſaid,.  - - ha 
Take courage and be bold, ſince we this way 

May lower now deſcend. : mount you before, . 4:9); 4 
Aud. I behind will fit, to you protect © 
75 F Ras any blows his noxious. at Ba give. Gree of $95. 
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Till his nails wid turn; yet does Hot feave 


The Shade however hurtful be the eld a 50 8 
all o' er trembling at his words Fec une: Nai 470 | 


80 But Shame me cheek'd, which amimates the Slave” 
| When orders he receives from his kind WT 
On his broad ſhoulders I then placed Ma 
And did attempt to fay, Embrace me er 0 
6 J fall;” yet utter I could not the 1 


8 5 But He Who does at all times me aſhiſt, 5 240 ort yo 
So ſoon as I was fed in my fear; METS! Wat et 


W me ſupp Daene in his arms; wud x 3 
And ſaid to him, ® You, Geryon, now may 1 TH a 
Let your Rotations large, and your Defeent 5 
go * Be gentle, and to your new charge attend. 
Like to a Boat Which does the harbour ee, 1925 
He backwards from the ſtony Bank retir d: 
And when himſelf he found in open air, 
Where his breaſt reſted there he turn'd his i n 

95 Which he extending, waved like an Ee! 
And with his clutehes gather'd in the air. 

1 think that greater feat was never felt, 
When Phaeton abandoned the reins. A 
By which the Heav'ns to be yet heated ſeem; "I 

100 Nor when unhappy Icarus perceived _ | 
His wings were dropping with the wetting wax, 
His father crying, III you keep your way,” 
Than mine was, when on evw'ry fide was air, 

And nought was ſeen except the Monſter fell. 

105 He ſlowly floated, and in circles went, 
Deſcending gently in a ſpiral line; 

But of this paſſage I was not appriz'd, 
Till a Wind from below blew on my face. 
1 on my right diſcern'd a Whirlpool vaſt, 

110 Whoſe jarring waters rais'd a horrid Wand. 4 
My head I then ſtretch'd out, with eyes declin'd; 
* with the fight more fearful far became: 

I Fires ſaw, and Lamentations heard, 

That made me cloſe my knees together preſs. 
21 5 Uncertain I that we deſcended were, 

1 ill Crouds of 3 from ev ry fide 
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Place i in Hell + hath Malek oat 16 pf 
Of Stone is fortu d — — . 
$ 15 the Margin whieh ſurrounds this'Gulph: 9 gatred | 


Right in the midſt of the malignant plane 
An empty Well's diſplay'd, both wide and deep, 
Of which I here ſhall a deſcription give. 


The Border that confines the whole 18 round: 


Between the Well and the ſteep Bank of Rocks, 


Ten ſep'rate pits are in that ſpace inclos'd ;. 


Each leſs'ning 'tilf they to the bottom fink. 
As many Foſfes, to protect their walls, 
Caſtels ſurround, and render them eos,” 
Such here did theſe incircling pits appear: 


And as fmall Bridges from the ſally-ports 
Of Fortrefles, for paſſing thence, are laid, 


Rough Stones, which from the rock were broken off, 
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Formed a Paſſage from the loweſt pit 


Op to the Well above, which ſtopp'd it its we 


Here from the back of Geryon we found 


20 Qurſelves diſcharg'd : the left the Poet ww 


And I him followed; when on my ri 


Ne ſubjects for cornpaſſion T diſcern A, 


Torments not ſeen be ore, and Scourgers freſh, 
Like thoſe abounding in the upper Pit. 
Coming tow'rds us ſome naked Sinners ran; 


While others with us travel'd the ſame way, 

But with far larger ſtrides than thoſe we took. 
As in the year of Jubilee vaſt crouds 
Of Romans, thick as armies, paſs the Bridge; 
One way they have the Caſtel full in view, 
But when they to St. Peter's hafte their courſe, 


Their faces are directed to the Mount. 
This fide and that, upon the rocky path, 
1 borned Devils with large 99 — 


1 


— 


1070 


0 Who as they paſſed cruelly them ſcourged. 
How the firſt ſtripe them caus'd to lift . wh legs! 
Nor did they for à ſecond wait, or third. 
As | went on, my eyes on one were caſts 
And I immediately, ſurpris'd, exclaim'd, 5 
40 This time of ſeeing him was not my "5 he RE iy 
hut with more care to him obſerve, I 1 
On him my fight ; and my obliging Guide 
Stood ſtill awhile, and gave me his aſſent: 
That I a little ſhould go back with him. 
45 This ſcourged wreteh, believing that he might 
| Himſelf conceal, bent to the ground his eyes: 
But this him nought avail' d; for 1 him —_ 
| Addreſs'd; * If your; appearance be not falſe, 
* You, who on 8 ground ſo ſtedfaſt look, | 
50 * Venetico Caccianimico are: 1 
% But what has brought you to this ſuPring ſtate?” | | 
He then replied; © Duwillingly Ciel... 


« But your clear voice,, which calls 1 into my. mind 
4 


55 * Know I was he who Ghiſola the fair 
c Seduced to the Marquiſſes foul will; 

% Whatever. idle tales may elſe declate. 

«© Nor 1, 2 Bologneſe, do here co lain, 
. with as many. Bauds this place is aud 

60 ** As ſpeak the jargon us d by thoſe who live 

« Between the Reno's and Savena's ſtreams: 
« And if you doubt, or teſtimony. want, 


„Call to your mind gur boundleſs ayarice.” | 


Whilſt ſaying this, a Demon with his Whip? 
65 Scourg'd him, and cried; . Hence you vile Ban, dere 3 
For Women here are not expos d to hire.“ e 
My Guide I then rejdin'd: We ſoon artiy cd 5 
Where by a ſhiver from the rock was form'd 
A Bridge, which, turt ing to the right, with eaſe MI 
70 We did aſcend, and the large Circles left. Pry 4 


When in the ** of it, we ſtood, neath Which 2 ; 


A vacant paſſage 1 is for thoſe who! re ſcourg d, 
My Leader ſaid; Stop, and thoſe ee, 
Who: faces now are obvious to your. 2 & 010 1 


5 Before —_ for * the * Way PAY + dla 


The world I once en 8 , compels wh N in 5 | 
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As we eur From the ſame Bridge we ſaw 
The train diſtinct that came the other way FBF 
And which the whip did in ltike manner laſh. 
Without my aſking, may on Maſter file; + 
Regard that Hero who does hither come: 
However great his pain, no. fears it draws; | 1 
What royal Aſpect does he yet retain“ 
This Jaſon 3 is, who with his proweſs bold, a 
And Art, the Colchians of their Fleece depri d. wa; 
At Lemnos he arriv'd when in the Ille 
Th' enraged Women all the Males had flain. 
With looks alluring, and with ſtudied ſpeech | 
The young Hypfipyle*s conſent he ain'd, 
Who many women had herſelf deceiv'd : 
And there he left her breeding, and orb. OS 
Such fault him to ſuch puniſhment condemns. OY aunty Fo e 
Medea's likewiſe in this place reveng d. pk 5 
They go his way who're guiley of his crimes. 
Of the firſt Vale let this ſuffice to know, 


| 9 5 And thoſe who do their torments here inflict, 


We now arrived where a narrow path, 
Croſſing the ſecond border of the pit, 
Sprung from its fide, and'form'd another Bridge,. 
From which we in the next Pit many view'd 
Puffing for breath in their uneaſy ſtate, 

And themſelves madly beating with their hands. 
The fides were grimed o'er with mouldineſs 
Which from the notfom fumes below exhal'd, 
And both our noſes, and our eyes attack d. 
The bottom was ſo deep that we could not 
Look down to it, till we were on the to e 
Of the arch'd bridge made by th” impen ig cock, CO 
There ſev'ral plung'd in excrements I faw,  _ 78 
From human privies which appear'd ſupplied. F 
Whilſt with my eyes I them 5 ee et 
One I beheld fo cover'd o'er with filth, 1 

(Or clerical or laic I could not 

iſcern;) who thus, rebuking me, cried out; 


Why do you me more eagerly regard 


Than other filthy wretches in this 2715 * 
And Ito him, “ remember right, 3 
46 N 


1 69 J 


* I formerly have you with clean hair ſeen; 
« And you Aleſſio of Lucca are: 

© Therefore you more than all the reſt I eye.” 

120 Beating his forchead, he replied then; 
Here flattering diſcourſe has me immerg'd; - 
«© With which was never ſatiated my tongue.“ 

My Guide then to me ſaid ; Your face advance 

A little, that you may diſtinctiy ſe sn 

125 A wretch deformed with diſhevel'd hair, | 
Who ſcratches with her ordur'd nails her cheeks, 
Now fitting on her thighs, and 1 now: 
This Thais is, the famed Courteſwa , 
Who to her Suiter ſaid, when he rd 

130 Whether his gift was fav'rably receiv'd, 

Not kindly only, but with greateſt joy. 
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\IMON he minhls: Sotcetiny hehe 
Who follow him; the things which appertain "OE OTE 

To God, and which thould be with freedom _ ck 

You, lining to arts permit 


5 To be obtain'd by filver, aud byappld.n 52 Ein 7 5 


10 
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20 


30 


Whatever pleaſes vn to me is right, 


Tis fitting now my trumpet ſound-for you, P4450 Of 011-7 


Who in the third cayernous Pit are dat 1 Aer 1 
Me then the top oſ the next bridge aflail'a, ns 1 
And to the bottom a ſtraight line look d. 

Oo ſupreme Wiſdom, how great is your aer 
In Heav'n, in Earth, and in the World below, 
And with what juſtice i is your virtue ſhewn ! . 
The livid pavement I beheld was ful! g 13 
Of holes that round were, and of equal ſize. ey RD 
They larger to my view did not appear, 

Than thoſe which in my beautiful St. John's 
A are for the baptizing Prieſts. 
One of theſe Fonts, not many years ago, 

I broke, to ſave one who was nearly 3 d: 
Other ſuſpicion then let this remove. 
From ev'ry hole a Sinner's feet appear d, 
And to his calves his Legs, the other part 
Remain'd within; on fire were both his Soles, 
This caus'd his ancles to ſo nimbly move, 


* 


25 As would ſnap ev'ry cord that had them bound. 
©: as a Flame long what is oiled runs, 


Hs Soles were from his heels burnt to his toes. 
Maſter, I faid, pray tell me who is he, 
Flutt'ring his feet, expreſſes greater pain 
Than his Acne, and who more is "0 "TIT 
When he replied; If you'd permit me bear 1 N 
Lou to that bank below, you from himſelf | 
His caſe may know, as well as all his crimes. 


I faid, 


35 I ſaid, You are my Lord, and math you Ko. „ 
That I no other will &er have than A,ỹ, s 1 en 0 
And know my thoughts before I them lee. n 00 e 
To the fourth margin then we turn d aur courſe, F Hs 
And tow'rds the left deſcended; till we ane 
40 Where we both frequent holes and narrow. found. N 
But my good Maſter did not from his de 
Me ſer in ſafety down; till near ae: _ T. a 
Of him who with his feet ſuch er 
O you, unhappy Gheſt, Who noble down, n 
45 © Like to a ſtake, ate fixed in this place,, 
I then began, © Speak, if qu can, ſome words. 5 
As does the Prieſt, ho a wile murderer then e oo! HP 
Confeſſes, and who oft is called back „„ WT 
After he's fixt in th earth, co death . 30 
50 I ſtoop'd my ear to him; and he exclaim'd; - 
If you yourſelf now Boniface ftand there, 
% A-prophecy ſome years has me deceiv d. ved a3 
Are you ſo ſoon ſo ſatiated 1 wealth, N SRL * 
For which you have mot dreaded — a I] 
55 The beauteous Church: and all her rights 3 25 e 
Like thoſe ho. do not know what's ſaid to e 65 
1 ſtupid Was, nor Nor C duld I. tixeply:.. þ. n 3 
Then Virgil ſaid: “ Quickly thus anſwer bene, 
« I am not he, I am not he you think.“ 
60 To his command I ſoon nene „ Dein! 
At which the Ghoſt held ſtill his moving fe 3 | a 
And, fighing deep, with a complaining voice, 
He ſaid ; «What more of me would you ache, 
I it does ſo much concern to know 
65. Whom I may bez ſince you have paſs d the. "1 
With the great Mantle know that I mas oloath d | 
My greedy av'riee/truby-prov'd my — | 
Was from a bear, and I o eager was 
: J advance the leſſer Cubs to n 1 1107 
70 © That with your wealth above 1 füt m purſe. bla rant a 
But in this hole belowhavetheaſt-mylelf. Nl 1 
— «© Under my head are others that are dtaggd A 
5 9 Through the ſtone's clefty and down are tary 1 4 
Who before me were/fimonizing/founds 
75 There alſo A RA TT Wb 
© ACECS. Þ 4 cc. Whom . 
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115 . Ok 
 * © By which our Holy Father you enrich'd'!” A 


« Whom 1 believ'd-you was, When ul ed, 


19 x x N 3 
2 
f 4 Y * 4 
— . 4X" 
I 1 qa | 


4+. But my feet bliſter'd: longer muſt remain, ; 7s 


$0 


* And on my head I longer time muſt os” | n e N . 


TH | fore his burnin ., be planted here, 
c vet after him a Paſtor far more vile}, | 


« A lawleſs Prieſt, ſhall from the Weſt arrive; 
And he will cover Boniface and me: 0 
% Another Jaſon he will prove, of whom Us 5 


« In the fam'd book of Maccabees you read: 


I know not if that I were not too bold, 


When thus to him, a Pope, I made reply. 


X 90 


2 


Tell me, I pray, how much the treaſure Was, 
At which our Lord the Keys to Peter wi 7 


Certain, not greater than to o him. ein 


«© Nor did St. Peter and the other ten 


Or Gold or Silver of Matthias um, SOIT 


100 


« And ſay your 


When he by lot was choſen in the room "ey 
95 


« Of him a Ee late his. guilty Soul had loft. . 
Therefore tis right hs juſtly you endure 
* Your puniſhment; and well defend that wealth - 


<< Ill-gotten, which 'gainſt Charles inflam'd your prides | 


6 If not forbid by rev'rence to thoſe Keys 
„Which your hands held, when in your life above, 
<< I ſhould more ſeriouſly expreſs myſelf, 


Depreſſing * and — up bad men. 


Io5 


110 


45 
Ah, Conſtantine, what are the many Ills | 
66 


From that of others, but that they 


Ib' Evangeliſt of you, O Paſto 
6 When her, who upon many waters ſits 
«Playing the harlot with the Kings he for. 

« She with ten horns and ſeven: N wk. 


With dignity, while ſhe her huſband „ a 
Rut you of filver and of gold have _ ont 


« Your God: What differs your Idolatt7 
did one yy 


Alone, and you a hundred Gods adore.// id 


You have been parent of: I do not mean at dg: 0 
By your Converſion, but that pompous Gift 


Avarice oppreſs d the world, 4 i Warr 


r, writes, W 


« And as he to his King complying m,, 
« So will this be to him who! governs France.” s 63 | 
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T T proper is; he twentieth Canto he 
| Verſes contain of a new . DE" C 5 
thoſe immerged i in th Abyſs profoun e 


E Who were in tears of painful anguiſh bt bath'd. - 4:4 ui 


Many I faw in the round Vale belom- Pod od 19149 


Weeping, and in aflow-procefſion move, 
Like thoſe who do the 1 reite. 
As I more cloſely bent my eyes to them, 


10 Each wonderfully ſeem'd to have his head 


Twiſted half roond, where to his trunk is join e 

His chin, fo that his face o'er-look'd his back. 
And in his walk he always backward went; 

As forward he could not diſcern his way. 


1 15 Perhaps a palſy might have ſome of theſe 


Twiſted thus far; yet none ſuch have 1 ſeen, 

Nor do I think that ſuch is its effect. 

If God permits you, Reader, to obtain 

Profit from what you read, Oh, think yourſelf 
20 How with dry eyes I could our Image view 

* with his tears the hollow of his * 

aning againſt the rock, I ſo great 
Expreff d, ch at thus my Guide to me apply'd; ; 
Are you among the weak to be arrang d? 


25 When without life, tis here Compaſhon Ives. ; 


Who can more wicked be eſtem'd than He 

Who thinks that the divine Decrees are wrong. 
Raiſe up your head, raiſe up, and fee | 

Amphiaraus, for whom the T — eartk 


30 Wide op'd a gulph; and, Whither do you fall ” 


All cried out; Why leaye vou thus the fight?“ 
Nor did he ſtop till be to Minos came, 

Whom none e'er paſs without being by kim judg'd. 
Obſerve his Shoulders he has made 3 


f 6 TS 4. * % 
KB 4 PL A 6 9 


I ſuitably was plac'd to theſe . Den id, 


And 


tr) 


35 And b backwards walks, cauſe he'd too much foreſee, 37 8 
Tireſias view, Who his appearance chang d. 
When he a Woman from à Male became: bs 
And he a ſecond time was forc'd to beat 
The twiſted ſerpents, *fore he could reſume | 
40 The bearded honours of a Man again. 
: This Aruns is, whoſe back is placed where n 
His belly ſhould be ſeen: he lived in Wl e bh oY 
The barren rocks of Luni, which are dug. Wd 
By thoſe who do Carrara's quarries till; "uy 1 
4 5 Nong the white Marbles where his Den was s plac d, 
From whence he could the Stars ſurvey and Sea. 
And ſhe whoſe Breaſts, which are not ſeen by Js 
Are with diſhevel'd treſſes cover d oer, 
Which ſhould more properly flow down her back, 
50 Was Manto nam'd, who w/c lands paſs'd chrough, 
Till to the place ſhe came where I was _ 15 
I therefore your attention now requeſt. 
After her Father was of life bereft, 
And Bacchus' city brought to ſervitude, bis; 8 
55 Manto for long time wander'd o'er the world.) e 
Above, in Italy the fair there lies, FLEA. AF 
At the Alps' foot, a Lake, which ſe 
_ Germania's region from the Tirolleſe,- 
Benaco nam'd : more than a thouſand ſings, | 
6⁰ I think, between Valdimonica for 
And Garda; ; here their waters in this Lake 
Conjoin; in which there is a famed ſpot 281 
The Paſtor where of Breſcia, and of Trent, | 
As well as of Verona, may of riguit FALK. ant HTC) 
6 5 His Bleſſing | if he ſhould go that 1 way. a $10 7-4 
Peſchiera, a fortreſs to oppoſe: M 0 
The Breſcian foldfers and of Benn} 7. 4 
Is placed at the bottom of this Po. N L's 
The Waters all that in Benaco run, e eee 
70 More than his boſom can contain, males. e 
And a rich River flows through verdant meals. A 
Not now Oy but. tis Miner unc, Fo E Nr 
His courſe not long i is, ere it + finds wine. you's ER... 
7 5 In which it ſpreads, rod * dull Ct xecomes,. 
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Breathing in ParcP . Near unwholſome fumes, „ En 
Paſſing this way, the wilder'd Virgin Raw e, 
Within the Fen a deſert fpot of land, H won 7 
| Depriy'd of culture, or inhabitants.” OO e ih 
E There, the with thoſe who follow'd her Hom Thebes, 5 
To fly all human converſe, her' courſe, n 
Better to practiſe her prefs ging W | 
And liv'd, and left her body void of foul; (a0 FF 
The Men, who wete diſperſed round this Marſh, $ 
85 Aſſembled in this ſpot, which was become fy 6:49 
A place not eaſily to be aflai'd; © a e ee 
On ev'ry fide encompaſs d with a floygh. EW 1. 
They over her dead bones a City rais'd, „„ 
And, to her honour who had Te this elde. e ee 
90 They t, without other auſpice, Mantoua wand. 
Gentry more frequent were within its walls, £7 
Before the Caſalodi's folly was 555 
By Pinamonte treach'rouſly decely'd. 
| "Therefore, I you apprize, if cer you bear 
95 5 A Story diff rent of my native Soil, SES 
That you ſhould not be of the truth deptiv'd.” 1 05 
My Maſter, then I ſaid, all your difcourſe — 
Bank? plane conviction ever with it brings, 
That other's is, like lifeleſs coals, deſpis d. 
100 But tell me if you any one . 
Diſcern, who in this drear proceſſion walks; $77 FJD 
For to ſuch only does my mind attend, © 
| He ſaid; He from his chin who there his bend 
Oer his brown ſhoulders ſpreads, when Greece was s robb'd 
105 Of all its Males, and ſcarcely one was left 
Naurs'd in his cradle for ſome future war, 
= An Augur was, and with fam'd Calchas told LE 
=_— * © The time exact when they from Aufs Pore 
Should loofen the firſt Ship, and cut its rope, TS: angle, 
110 Eurypylus was call'd, and: fomewhere em. 1 2 
MIA lofty Tragedy does ſing of him, © 


4 Xs As you well know, for you well know i it all. 

=_ a That other who's ſo flender in the waiſt, 

1 | Was Michel Scotto {kill'd in magic tricks, 

115 Guido Bonatti, and Aſdente view, Nos HO." BEL 
s : now 2 be at br A Ae 


And 


un 3 . 


And End employ'd; but he too late repents. 
Thoſe wretched Witches you may now behold, 
Who have their diſtaff, ſhuttle, needle, left 

120 The magie Art to practiſe, and their Charms 1”. RP 
To make with wh and Images of wan. — 
But now come on, for with his brambles Cain 
Touches th' Horizon tween the Hemiſpheres, 


And beyond Seville dips into the Sea. e 4 


12 5 Laſt night the Moon, as you then knew, was ond, 
Which in the thick Wood not diſpleaſing _ 
Thus he your ee and we rd went. 1 3% 
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ISC OURSING PO 650 beidy e to bridge we ve. 
(Of what my Comedy does not Takin) BEIT | 
_ To the fifth Gulph untill we came, from whence . 
Of Malebolge we another Clefft 47 : 
5 Could view, and other plainings hear in vain. 5 
This place appear'd uncommonly obſcure. | 
As in the Arſenal of Venice boils 
The pitch tenacious, when the winter reigns, 
To caulk their ſhips diſabled now to ſail: | , 

10 When ſome, to them refit, ſtop up their leaks, ) 
While ſome their Prows, and ſome their . rebuild: 
This makes new Oars, and this new Cables twiſts, 
And this their mizzen and their mainſails mends: 

So, in this Gulph below, by art divine 
18 And not by common fire, was boiling ſeen 
A thick and noiſome pitch, whoſe peſt' lent ſmoke 
Did with its vapours either bank defile. 
The Pitch I ſaw; nought elſe I could diſcern, 
But Bubbles which irregularly fwell'd, 
20 And then ſubſided in its maſs compreſs'd. 
Whilft with attention great I looked down, 

Saying to me, Beware, beware, my Guide 

From the place where I ſtood, call'd me to him. 

I turned round, as one who ſtops awhile 2 | 

0 To that examine from which he ſhould fly, 8 

And ſtands diſpirited with ſudden fear. e 

When ſoon a Devil I ſaw black of hue, 

Running towards us o'er the ſplinter'd rock. 

How fierce his aſpe&t! with what cruel rage 

30 Did he advance with wings diſplay'd, which gare 

To his feet Swiftneſs! He his ſhoulder 

Had raiſed up, inflated as with pride, 

And an Offender's haunches on it bore, 

_ Holding him griped by his ancle Fun. 40 


«70 


tw) 
45 Ve ill-fang'd Devils,” he then bawled out: 
Who guard this bridge, I of Saint Zita here. 0 
Have brought an Alderman ; plunge ** dae, 
« While to that city I return, where all, 
Except Bonturo, bribe for places high, 
40 And Filely change for money No to Ape. 7% 
He then down ſhot him, and with greater - +" Es: 
O'er the hard rock return d, than e er a Dog, 
When looſen'd from his chain, purſues a thief. 
He dived down, and wallow'd in the pool. 
1 4 5 The Fiends, who were beneath the bridge, cried. out ; 6 46 
« The Holy Face has here no prevalence; | 
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Nor do they ſwim, as in the Serchio, r 
f you would not be feratched by our » poles, 3 avian; 
: "mp Lit not your head above the burning A 
50 They then him poked with an hundred hooks, 
And aid deridingly 5 They who dance here 
„ Should in the boiling 1 duck unobſferw d. 

Not otherwiſe the Cooks. their ſcullions cauſe 
Mithin the cauldron to 7 down the meat 
55 With their Jong p nor ſuffer it to flott. U 1 

Then my good Ma er 2 * That you war not e 

Be ſeen, behind ae ſplinter of a rock a7 Eo 

Conceat yourſelf, which may I give. 1 5 „ 3 
Tor any oppoſition I may meet, e e ee 
60 Dread not, as I for it am well Yepar'd, rot; % 3% % 
And have before been uſed to ſuch . En She bf 4 Zope: 

He then paſs'd o'er the bridge; and och he had Eee 
At the fixth bank arriv'd, it prudent was 
IJ 0o have his Front eren een iid : 
65 With all the fierceneſs, and with all the age „ 1 
Dogs fly upon a tatter'd beggar's back, en 
Who, A e at ſome door, implores an aims; e 
The Fiends from underneath the bridge ruſh'd outs... 
And pointed at him with their forked hooks; ; 
70 Who to them ſaid, “ Bet none s > * bad 1. 
“ Before on me be faſtened LL TOS 
- *« Diſpute one of yous tribe ho: may me h . the: 
And then on ſeizing me deliberate.. rm 0 
They loud exclaim d; Let Malacoda go.” Nn bod.” 
25 While he advanced, al the rf lf. . 2 
8 | 
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105 


Safely conceal'd bebind the ſplinter'd rock, 


5 They to each other ſaid, their hooks held dewn, 


Said, Reſt, Scarmiglione, quiet reſt.“ 


c You cannot farther 


|  « One chend e e dn? 
we: 2 
I ſend theſe — mine abroad, © itiquire ” „ e e ON 


tw) 


And he faid to them, What will this avail 9 „ 
«© Believe you} Malacoda, that 1 here oo ad 37 *: 


«© Am come,” my Maſter then to him re ple, 
„(Well knowing all your ſubterfuging — 85 
„Without the Will divine, and proſp'rous Fate? 


Let me paſs on, for dis in heaven A 


« That I in this hewildred path ſhould gude ob 10 by th 
« Another gueſt.” His Pride was ſo ſub ded, - 1 E) 


That at his feet he drop yd his. iron prong, - 
Jo the reſt ſaying ;- © Him don't at preſent une 


Then my Guide me addreſy' O you who 2 0 


Securely now you may to me return. 


Therefore I quickly: went to him, but 8 


The Devils ſtood before me in ſheh rinks 
That they would not to their nn whe 40 
L fear'd : and thus formerly the Foot bebe 


jon 


* 


Their dread expyeſs, when they Caprona left, | 


Finding thenſolyoh by enemies inclos d. 


L near my Leader dre myſelf, nor de 


I turn my eyes from them, who 3 end. 


„Would you that I his erupper now'ſhould 2 


« Yes, do,” chen then replied, ** and make him ip.“ 


That Demon, a diſcourſed with my Guide, 0 6 267 
uickly turn'd round, and wich commanding voice, on beate! 


App ly1 ing then- to us; & Over: this Lock © ne 
paſs; for the ſixth * . 
% Wholly deſtroyed to the bottom lies. 


But if you're pleasd your paſſage to advance, 8 


Along this ridge you may wp euer, 
Another roek l then afforc 


« Years are completed ſinee ra broken down. 
« If any have eſcaped from this pitch. . 


« Go you with then, for they'll you not aucb, ett 


Come forward, Alichine, he then 1nd, 10 La 16 


115 * And Calcabrina- with Se ein d: 2 bes bool Tad 
6 You, 3 „„ . a HEN 
Pal te And 
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And Libicocco from your ranks advance, 
“ With Draghinazzo full of venom'd _ 
| «© Tuſked Ciriato, Graffiacone fell, 
120% Vain Farfarello, Rubicante- wild, T7 VR 
«© Look carefully around this dae . — 
«© Then to the dior rock theſe ſafely guar a, 1 
«© Where a ſound bridge is ſtretched o'er the gs” 9 1 on, 
O Maſter, then I faid; What's this L ſee? 1 Þ 1 
125 Without a convoy we now !A!!! 1 
If you can paſs, tis more than 1 deſſre . | 
If you're ſo quick, as you were wont to os: - KD trio? 
See you not how they grind their teeth, and with. K 2 1 
Their knitted eye-brows threaten us dire WP T as -- 1 
130 But he to me; I would not have you fear; We . = 
| As mock to grin petit them as ber pee. 
For this is at thoſe wretches ſeeth' d in pitch. äCWNW%ẅC = || 
Long the left bank the Dzmons turn'd: any ; „ mat or. - = | 
But firſt, each to their captain made a ſigu, ot: 2 © = |: 
2, 3 By biting hard their tongues between their teeth, 8 1 
: That hey derided wy; andihe ere -nur 3 1 
H ſounded a ON OPS. TP behind. e 0110 
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1 in case abe 3 often Yo a 


Now forming an attack, and rallying. — Pe 


And now for ſafety making a retreat; 
Scouts in your land, O Aretines, I've view a, 


5 And Squadrons ravaging among your ante un 


In Tournaments engaging, or in 
When they their orders had from Trumps receiv 3 


Or Bells, or Drums, or from the Caſtel's row” . nm + 
10 But ne er did I in motion to be put n oh, a 10. 


Or Signals of our own ot foreign ſtamp ; ; 
With ſuch an inſtrument of wind, eve". 
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Or Horſe, or Foot, or Ship whizh from the land - 1111 


| Receives 1 its guidance, or the Polar Star. 
With the ten Demons, vile aſſociates! 

1 5 We went; for as at Church we are with Saints, 
So in the Taverns we're with Drunkards join'd. 
My cloſe attention to the Pitch was giv'n, 
To obſerve who were boiled in this gulph. 

As Dolphins, when they to the mariners 

20 Make fignals to preſerve their ſhips from ſtorms, 
Arch up their backs; ſo to alleviate 

His pain, one of theſe ſuffrers raiſed up 

His fide, but, quick as lightning, ſunk't again. 
Like Frogs, which in a pond are ſtanding ſeen, 

25 With their ſnouts lifted up, but with their feet, 
And ſwollen bodies neath the water hid; e 
The Sinners ſo on ev'ry fide appear d: 

But ſoon as Barbariccia them approach d, 
Under the bubbling pitch they made retreat. 
30 I ſaw (my heart yet 13 at the fight) _ 


One ſtay behind, frog-like, when others ſpring 
Away; and Graffican, who neareft was 

To him, fix'd in his clotted hair his hook, 

=; _ And, as he would 8 an Otter, drew him vp. 
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$ g- The Dante names I noted had, when firſt 
They were appointed, and when ealled o'er.. 
« So on his back, O Rubicante, . 5 
« Your hook, that with lit you may flay his kin,” $ 


Theſe Devils all at one time bawled outs 3 


40 And I; my Maſter, if you can, ob tan 


The information who this wretch may be, 
Thus fallen in his adverſaries power. 
My Guide accoſted him, and aſked who ' __ 
He was, alive; to whom he thus * Ex fog Fe? 
« Tin the kingdom of Navarre was born z 1 

„ My Father did himſelf to ruin bring, 
Laviſh of his effects; my Mother art 


_ © Ina Lord's ſervice place d me, from thence «om 855 


„I was admitted in the family _ 
50 * Of the good king Thebaldo, dl I dere 
© Bart'red my duty: for ſeducing gold: 
For which I in this burning place account. * 
Then Ciriato, from each ſide whoſe, Py Wo. 
A Tuſk ſtood out, reſembling to a bqar's, a Nac 
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5 5 Made him perceive how: pts yr) them could tear. I; et 


Th' unhappy. Mouſe between; two cats had got: 

When Barburiccia grip 

And ſaid; Let me my fork now in him APE” 
Turning then to my Maſter, aſked him 


60 * If, ere he was deweyd, he'd more inquire.” a 1 07 


To him my Guide; Of others now diſcourſe 
«+ Who guilty are: Know 
A Latin, ſunk beneath the pitch 2”; Then „ 5 
One I left lately who dwelt in an Iſle 

65 Nearly adjojning your Italian coaſt; 


„ 2 0 


{« That I not dreaded either claws or hook.” 
Then Libicoceo ſaid, Too much we: haye _ 


cc Endur d:“ and ſeized with his prong: his arm, png : 8 


70 From which he ſoon a gobbet tore : beſides) 
Would Draghinozzo on —5 legs him ſtril „ ee 
The Leader of the ten, at this enrag d, 

Dealt many a ſtroke among His brother Sande. 


When they a little were refior d to peace, . 2 


7 5 My * . * him afk 'd, at, 


LOGS 3; 


ip'd him in his arms,, 


you one here who is 
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Who ſtilk was bel at bis newemüde wound: Ain 
Say who is he from whom you, ill-advis d, ith "3 © 
Have to this ſhoar, where you thus luſter, come Ny De VT 
Then he replied;*© He Fra Gomita was, Pere e 
3830 And of Gallura, kid in ev'ry fraud; ee Hts viorts 
« Who all his maſter's foes” had in his x „ dn Rb 
et ſo behav'd, that ev'ry one was please. 
He took their money, and let them go free, out Fi 
No piddler he, but fov* reign in his art, Ty 5 AC 
85 © The like by Michel Zanche maetis'd wass | 
* With his own Maſter, Logodore's Lord: 8 
„And the Sardinians ever talk of him 
i * Alas! Look at that Fiend who grinning bade, AT ge 


would fay more, but nas I much 144 7 wh pirto) «at» 
90 „ That he preparing is to ſerateh my poll? 
= Caprain chews ue Fefe 1 Ae off 40). 7: Gn 
_- Whoſ quinted with his eyes to aim aright, l 95 Arat 2 
And to 1 ſaid; IH. omen'd Fowl, retire? ? 
f you,” the frighted Spirit . e 
95 ce Tuſcans or Lombards would or ſee or hear, Ra N 
u make them come: but let cheſe Demons 4 414 85 
Aloof, that they may dread not their De Se! "62 
« And I. while gray in this place alone, Hie a: 
Es 2 For one, as k am, will up ſeven call, be 
100 Soon as I whiſtle; as our euſtom is, it in 
Jo reaſſemble thoſe whore gone — * Rr 04s 1-8: 
Cagnazzo at thefe words his 'muzzle rais dd. 
_ Shaking his head, and faid; ** Hear his doviee,”” ir nile 66! 
e 4 Who by this craft thinks he may dive b we”. £36] Av 
105 He then replied who had deceits in tore, 1 7 * 
& very crafty ſurely muſt be thought 7 
When for my friends new torments I procure.” ol 18h 
Here Alichin — not himſelf retaa n, # 44 
ä propoſal, diff ring from the reſt, rl eon! 
110 He gave, and ſaid; © Though you to 3 anternpt, 
. Il not gall after you with ſpeeds  — 
« But o'er the ſurface of the pitch will ff. 
© Let us both leave the hill; and let the bank | 
5 6 Conceal us from each other like a ſhield; nn ala] 
r « Then try; if you or 1 hall beſt ſucceed . 
0 you who read, ſhall a new wle perceive, e 4M 


* 


All to the adverſe bank had u their eyes; 
E'en he to be deceived leaſt inclin d. 
The Navarreſe obſerv'd this proper time, 

120 Stood firmly on the ground, and quickly ſprung WE 
From out the CorporaP's ſttict-griping ars. 
At this they ſuddenly were all perplex'd; 

But he the moſt who had this blunder caus'd. . 
Fe cried aloud to him; © Are you eſcap'd ?” en 

125 Which nothing ſignified ; as with his wings | * 
He could not the poor culprit overtake, . OY 
| Who ſunk below, while this flew o'er the N 
Like to a Duck, who when the Hawk is near, 

Dives down beneath „while he returns dilgrac'd. | 
130 Inraged Calabrina at the trick, - _ RIS. 
= et not diſpleas'd the other had eſcap' 95 
lew after Alichin to him chaſtiſGG. 

Soon as the Navarreſe had diſappear d, 8 

He turn'd his talons on his brother fiend, age PER IWR 

2 3 5 And on the bank was with him grapp pled —_ 

While this, a rav' nous faulcon, clos'd with' . "LIP 

Till they into the boiling.lake both fell. 

The heat would ſoon have driven them from mes, | 

If fo the pitch had not inſnar d their 2 4 

140 As them to extricate themſelves prevent. 

Griev'd Barbariccia then caus d four to fly. _ 

From th' other fide, armed with all their Prong; 

Theſe quickly having to their poſt recourſe, _ 

Held out their Poles to their entangled friends, 5 

145 Who now were nearly bak d within the cruſt. 

We left * * Rr ſtate e 1 
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EN SIVE, dives ibo more eviipany, Doro 
Each following, Uke Friers Minors, each, 31194 
We went. The ſtrite we lately left chem! by 3071 1100 
__ Th æſopian fable brought! into my mind Aan hed / 
5 Where of the Mouſe and knaviſh' Piog reels: th 
Than which not more are Now and Mh, 
Alike, than theſe from firſt to laſt compar'd.” * - er W 
And as one thought does from atiether tad 2 100 197, 
So now renewed was my former fear. 19s wel 
10 For thus 1 reaſon'd; Theſe on our account © 10 et 7 
- Are cheated, ridiculed, mock'd, and corn d; p die ee FIR. 
Therefore they will ch affront on us reſent,” 07 195 1 
If Anger in bad minds e'er takes its root, ney b Hit 9110 
| Their object, not leſs fiercely, they'll purſue, en, * * 121 
15 Than does a Dog the Hare he fofe had _—_ dT 
I I now perceiv'd my hair to ſandupright Vo ; 
With dread; and haſt'ned not, profound in thought : $357 7A 04 
When I ſaid to him; Maſter, if you don't e D727 
Yourſelf and me immediately conceal, - 25 ' 03 067% - 
20 Much from thoſe Dæmons left behing: 1 „% LLP Ay . 
And now I think their footſteps near Feſbond. " 5 Mott -  - 
Then he; If Ta Glaſs were lin'd m one, 
aff More perfect could not receive your om 09717 219 5 a7 0 
Than I well know what's in your mind conceiv'd: 
25 So ſimilar your Thoughts are now to mine, 
As if one 3 did direct us both, 
If the right hand a paſſage ſhall afford, 
By which we may to the next Gulph deſcend, 
WMe ſhall fly from th' imagin'd Chace with eaſe. 
30 "Me 1 had ended whew I ſaw them near, 
Purſuing us with wings extended wide, 
My Guide me in his arms took ſuddenly ; 
(As a fond Mother, wak'ned with is, 
When the around her ſees the raging flames, EE”, 
OO” Takes 


aid, : 
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35 Takes up her ſon, and the dread * flies; 
Wrapt in his ſhirt alone ſhe ſeizes him, 2 
His ſafety more regarding than her „ 
And from the roch bank he ſupine lid | 
To that below which the.r next ( ulph . e 
40 The Water through a pipe deſcended not 
So faſt, of a corn- mill to turn the wheels, 
As did my Maſter'down the floping rock, on, 
Bearing me on his breaſt, more like his Son, Es, of * 
Than a companion not to him allied. ' © 
45 His Feet were barely on the bottom plac'd, | 7 
When on the hill above us were arrived 
The Fiends; howe'er in him they caus'd'no four: 2 
For Providence, wha them appointed . 
As guards to the fifth gy Gaph. and there attend, 
50 Depriv'd, them of all pow'r to further move. 
: Here in this Pit we Sand A Pee „ 
- Bewailing much, and zitere owly round, 
And with their bad VS eſeg and. Faris ted: 
| Their Capes with 19, long cowls were Secihed, 
55 That they hung o'er their eyes, and made like thoſe 
Worn by the Monks of Cologne : they were * 
Thick on the outſide, and fo bright appear 'd 
As ev'ry eye to dazzle; but wit hin 
Were form'd of lead, and were of ſuch great Latte 
60 That thoſe of Fred'r DE 3 75 I as ſtraw. 
O, to eternity fati _— 
We, turning till 425 e left hand, went on 
With thoſe engaged in their ſad complaints: "i 
But they ſo. flow proceeded, by their weights 
* Oppreſs'd, that ev'ry ſtep which we advanc'd 
. Procured us new company to join 
Therefore I to my. Leader faid ; Obſerve 
If any one of thoſe you know of fame; 
And, as I walk d, I turn'd about my eye: 
70 When one, who underſtood the Tuſcan ſpeech; . * 
Call'd after us; é“ Stop, I requeſt, .your feet, aha « ma gs 
Le who run through this. dingy air ſo faſt :. . 
Perhaps ye'll know from me what ye deſire- 55 | 
My Guide turn'd round and faid, a little Wait, 1 


75 And chen, according 10 * pace, advance, 


115 5 | 


% 


* wy ? "wy 
U 88 J | 


Still I then ſtood ; "gd two I fav expreſy ' | 1. mas | 


With looks and mind great haſte to be mt me. 


Lead m 5, 0 fy (; + Poo 
| Look'd ſtedfaſt at me, yet ſpoke not a Word; : f 107? bas 


80 But, turning to each other, thus diſcours'd': 


« This, by the motion of his throat, appears F 


6 Alive; but, by What privilege, if dead, : 
Are they without of lead the heavy Stole?” n 
Then to me ſaid; * O Tuſcan, who are come 
85 * To the ſad College of the Hypoctites, 
' + Diſdain not to inform us who you are.” 
To them I thus replied; © I had my birth 


In the great city on the Arno built, 1 PR > Top 


And the ſame body which I always had 


90 © Poſleſs; but tell us Who my you be nam a,” 1 eg 


„ Down whoſe wet cheeks ſuc pain-exprefling tears |. 


Are flowing ſeen; and why 90 puniſhed, 1 17 8. 


One of them then replied; * Our orange Capes 
Are made of lead ſo chick, that with their e 
9389 ar ſcarce-ſupporting ſhoulders often ed. 
„ We Fra Godenta were, and 1 
J Catalano, he Lod'ringo nam'd. 


* 


II Inſtead of one, to govern it in peace: 
100 And what we proved, it may well be kein" 
From the vile ſtate in which Gardingo lies.” 
OO wicked Friers“ I began, but ſaid 
No more: for a Man fiz ed on a croſs - | 
| Before my eyes appcar'd.; when me he ſaw, RY 
105 He writh'd himſelf ruffling his beard with fighs. 
Fra Catalan, who this obſerved, * 
«© This Wretch whom you ſee crucified, advis'd 
The Phariſees to put one man to death, 
The people to appeaſe; you ſee him thus 
110 * Lying, thrown down and naked, in the way ; 
„ Where he muſt feel the weight of ev'ry one 
© That over him ſhall paſs; and in this pit 
His Father likewiſe faffers, join 'd with thoſe. 
„ Who did the fame imprudent counſel give, 
115“ Which prov'd to all he Jews fo bad a ſeed.” 
Virgil FN then with amazement look — ö 


3 
* - -A2<1 8 | 


* We by your City were elected both, Re : = 2 


ws 


89 3 


On him who lay diſtended on the Croſs - 
Thus vilely in eternal puniſhment. 
Applying to the Frier, he now ſaid; 

120 © f it does not diſpleaſe you, tell to us, 
„Whether there be a paſſage on the right, 
By which we may from this place extricate 

« Ourſelves, ere the black Angels ſeize on us, 

Fw 3 come N woe- 1 with fuch virulence.” | 


195 | Theſe horrid Saftes excepting br bi 
Which has been fuin'd from an early ante: 
FThoſe rocks you may attain, and them avoid.” 1 
130 1 Guide ſtood muſing with: his head inclin'd, 
And ſaid; “ He who hooks Sinners with his . 
* falſely of this $ patlape notice gave.” 1 

To him the Frier; “I in Bologna oft 

« Have many vices to the Devil heard 


2 


135 © Afcrib'd, and frequently, haye known Kr e era : 


«© A Lyar baſe.” and Father of untruths,” “ 
Then my Guide paſſed forward with large Aides | 

Having his mind ſomewhat: with anger mov d: 

Now thoſe oppreſſed with their weights 1 left; 

140 And follow'd the dear Wee of . Lord. 


201 © 


SEL 


( 1 


C A 


HEN a hat: 1 4 ed . 3 


; 95 Ne * N mh . $7 
yo 4 G q 4 4 k 2 1 * 05 . " . N * 
7 N 1 7 JT | ; 
4 wg 4 43 f o 3 > 


The Sun beneath Aquarius bathes his A: Neg” 


And Day and Night to equal each advance: 
When he hoar E oft is ſpread o'er all the Yu 
s Reſembling her white ſiſter much, the Snow; 
(But often does not long its ſharpneſs keep % is 
The Huſband-man, who is oppreſs'd with want, 
Riſes, and looks around, and ſees the fields . 
| Cover'd with white alone, which makes him ür 
10 His thigh with grief, returning to his home, 


And lament loud, not > knowing where to turn 0 = | 


But when in a ſhort ti ime he views the world 
Has its appearance cha 


He reaſſumes his crook; and drives 5 = k f 5 


15 His Sheep, ta in their.uſual paſture fe . 


My Maſter in like manner me . 10 9 


h e 


d, his hope Hants. Paws 1 


; £ 1 : N 


When I his ruffled countenance obſerv d; * 601701 bod 


And I was in like manner ſoon reliev d. 
For when we to the broken bridge arriv'd, 
20 He to me turn'd that pleaſing aſpect, which: 
In him, at the Mount's foot, I firſt had ſeen. | 
After he had reflected with himſelf, 
Viewing the ruin well, he op'd his arms, 5 
And with a fond embrace me cloſely 3 
25 Like him, who in whate'er he undertakes, 
Looks forward, and provides for that's to come; [3 
He to the top of a large rock me took, _ 
And bad me on the next to ſtep, but firſt | 
Try if it fuch was as me could ſupf Sly fg 
30 This was no path for thoſe with heavy Capes; : 
For Virgil, who was light, and I, ſuſtam'd 
By him, could ſcarcely get from eliff to cliff, 
And if this inner circle's Bank were not 
Narrow than that above, I will not ſay 


1 . 3 by 1 7 


„ A 1 * =o 
- * 2 4 


That 


1 ] 


35 That he, but certainly L never ſhould 
Attain the ſpot propos'd : for as towards 
The loweſt gulph fteep Malebolge tends 
One bank does high, whilſt other low appears 
Of each the intermediate vales. At laſt, + 
40 We at the utmoſt ſplinter of the rock _ 
Arriv'd, when of my breath my lungs were ; ſuck'd 
So, chat I could by no means farther go, 
But was oblig d immediately to fir. 
It now is proper, ſaid my Lord, that you 
45 Should from this bed of your's ariſe ; for they 
Ne'er Fame acquire who ſpend their lives 1 in down : ] 
He who, without purſuing her, conſumes 
His time, leaves of himſelf ſack tracts behind, 
As Froth in Water, or as Smoke in Ait 
50 Therefore riſe up; your breathing ſhort o ercome 
With Courage, for it ev'ry battle wins 
Unleſs your heavy limbs ſubmit to floth. 
Lou are a loftier ladder to aſcend s? 
Content with this alone you're not to reſt, 
55 If me you underſtand; chen do what's fit. 
I now got up, appearing mort in breath 
Than really I was; and to him faid; 
Proceed, for I recover'd am, and tout, 
| Over the Rock we then purſued our way, 
60 Which rugged, narrow, and fatiguing was, 
And far more ſteep than that before w' had paſs'd. - 
That I might not ſeem weak, I talking went; 
On which, from the next gulph a voice Was heard, 
Words utt'ring, not articulately form'd: 1 2 
6 5 For what he ſaid I could not underſtand, 
Although I on the ſummit of the — | 
Was plac'd ; but he appear'd with atiger much 
Diſturb'd. T looked down, yet could I not 
See to the bottom through the air obſcure, 
70 Then I faid, Maſter; from the bridge's top 
Let us deſcend, and to the gulph approach : 
For what I hear I do not comprehend, _ 
And, though I look, I nothing can diſcern. 
1 other anſwer do not give, he ee 
75 Than to 3 what you i for Sis - 
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reals, 


2 is 4, ts body 


What is requeſted honorable proves, | ue 


It with compliance tatitly ſhould meet. 


We to the bridge's foot went down, which; dei, 


To the eighth bank, from whence I glearly ſaw 


Of horrid Serpents, with ſuch various forms, 
That yet their recollection chills my blood. 
Libya with her ſands can't boaſt of more; 
Although ſhe thoſe produces which infect 


8 5 The water, or which like ſwift arrows dart, 


Or ſtand erected on their tails, or thoſe 


With many on or double-headed Snakes. 
Nor did all Athiopia e'er ſend forth 


89 The gulph beneath, and there beheld vaſt erouds 


Such peſtilence, or re Red. ſea eee 


15 90 Among thoſe biting and moſt noxious a, 


Naked and tertified Wretehes ran, 
Hopeleſs of refuge, or an Heliotrope, . 


Their hands behind them were with pen * bound, 5 boy 


Which ftung their reins, and twiſted were an | & 


95 Lo! a Serpent one who was on our fide; 


Bit where the neck is to the ſhoulders join'd : "FILE LY: 


Nor is an J or O fo quickly writ, 
As he became inflam'd, was burnt, and fell. 
An heap of aſhes; which 3 its priſtine form. 


| 100 Soon re- aſſum'd, haw-wondrous e er it ſeems. 36 


So dies the Phœnix, as Philoſophers 
Declare, and ſo he is again reborn, 
When he arrives at his five hundredth Fear: FE: 
Nor Graſs, nor Corn ſuſtain him when alive; 
105 But Cinnamon, and Tears of frankincenſe, 
And Nard, and Myrrh are only his ſupport. 


Like him who falls he knows not from what cauſe,: 


Whether he's forced by ſome Demon's power, 
Or fainting fit, when he ariſes, looks 


17 10 Around him ſtupid, and, expreſſing, grief 


For what h'as ſuffer'd, he ſighs heavily; 
So was this Sinner from his Aſhes rais'd. 
Juſtice of God, O how ſevere it is, 


When crimes he puniſhes with vengeance due! 


5 11 5 My Maſter then demanded who he was: 


He thus a %, like ap-evil Pn 


f f 


04 Lately 


1 


Rd Sos Lately from Tuſcany 3 into this gulph 


140 
125 


120 


« Am fall'n; a beaſtly, not a human Life, 
„Me pleas'd, and like a perverſe Mule I liv >; 


Was Nanni Fucci nam'd, Piſtoja was 
My Den, a place well worthy ſuch a wrerch.” 
1 to my Guide; Command him not to ſtir, 


And aſk the crime that forc'd him here; for him 


I ſanguinary knew, and full of wrath, | 


The Sinner, who me heard-nor other keien d, 


Turn'd to me full his face ſuffus'd with ſhame, 
And faid; It more me grieves that in this place 


66. You have diſcover'd. me, than when I was 


Depriv'd of th' other life: yet can't deny 


- 
* 


What you requeſt: I here am ny thus low, 1 


„ Becauſe I robbed of its rich effects 
„The Sacreſty, and accuſation laid 


6 *Gainſt him who of the theft was innocent. 


135 


Wa) 
* 


140 


145 


- 
= 


But that you may not at my ſight rejoice, e n 
% If eber you ſhall efcape this dingy hole, 
+ Reflect on what I now ſhall-propheey. _ 


«© Piſtoja firſt will be of Blacks 7 LF d, 
Which Florence will aſſiſt it to replace. 

In Valdimagra Mars will yapours raiſe, | 
That now in ſtormy clouds is deep involv'd. 

* Impetuouſly it will, with tempeſts rough 

And ſharp, be fought upon Picena's Planes; 
Where will ſo ſuddenly the Clouds be broke, 


a © 
«a * 


« That ev'ry White will there receive a wound. 


« This I now tell, that it may you alllict,” ? 
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7 HEN thus the Thief had ſpokety he his bande 
Lifted aloft with mocking figns, and riod; 5 


9 See theſe, O God, for . they re to you.” 
The Serpents now were * me friends become; 
5 For one entwin'd himſelf about his weok; © 
As if he'd ſay, You ſhall not more blaſpheme; 
Himſelf another twiſted round his arms 
So tight, as their leaſt motion to yrevent 
Piſtaja, Oh Piſtoja, to reduee 


10 Yourſelf to aſhes you delay no ane! 


Surpaſſing far your anceſtors in iI. 
Through all the Circles of th Infernal Shades, 
No Sp'rit more haughty againſt God I ſaw ; 


Not him who fell from off the Walls of Thebes. 


4 15 He flew away, without word ſaying more: 0 
And I beheld a Centaur, full of rage 
Bawling aloud; «c Where is, where 
I did not think that any marſhy Coaſt 
Ever abounded with ſo many Snakes, N 

20 As he had on his horſe- like crupper Nac * 
Below his ſhoulders, and behind his back, 

A Dragon lay with wide diſplayed wings, 


Which ſtrangles all whom he encounters with, Hs 


This Cacus is, my Maſter ſaid, who oft 


25 Beneath Mount Aventine flow'd lakes of blood. | 


Ne with his brothers the ſame way does not 
Proceed, who trifles fraudulently ſteal; 
But robs his neighbour of large herds at once. 
Thele thefts the Club of Hercules _— 


30 With ſtrokes an hundred, but he felt not ten. 


While we diſcourſed thus, he went away. 
| Under us then three Spirits came, with whom 
Neither my Guide nor I acquainted were. 
T when they to each other ſaid; © Who're your? 
7 


— 4 we Wretch?” 80 


Ls J 


35 we all our talking depp d, attending cloſe 
To them, whom yet I could not recollect. 
And as it often happens, that by chance 
One calls another by his name, ſo now 


This ſaid; Where thus, Cianfa, have you ſtaid 7 LN 


40 That my Guide ſhould attentive tand, I ap 
My finger from my chin up to my 1 
le, Reader, you are tardy to belie te 
What I ſhall ſay, it will no wonder r. 5 
For I who ſaw it-ſcargely give aſſent. 
45 As towards them I lifted up my eyes, 
A Serpent with ſix feet on oue of theſe . 
Darted, and wholly faſtened himſelf 
With 115 mid feet bis body he entwin'd, , 
And with his fore he ſeized on his arms; 
50 Fixing his lurid teeth in either cheek: 
His hind were bout his thighs, and, with bis. rail 
Between them thruſt, he girded rot 
ly about a tree does not ſo fin 
It,s tendrils, as this horrid monſter 44. 
55 Entwine its own- around the gthe limbs. | 
So cloſe they ſtuck, as if of ſoften'd wax 
They Ge werez and blended. ſo their hues,. 


Bs + 4 what they were, they neither now a: "Sf Fa Come 


A s by the fire Paper firſt grows brown, 

60 Loſing its white, before it black becomes. 
The other two look 'd hard at him, and 1 | 
Cry'd out; O my Agnello how you're chang at 
For now you neither two appear, nor ane. 
Two Heads make one, and doping are in one 
65 Thoſe that two faces late d ore e. 
Two Arms and Thighs — are of four, 


His Belly and his Breaſt ſo monſtrous are . ; 5 


Become, as ſuch before were never ſeen. 
His firſt appearance was now wholly chang; 

70 And all his Image was perverſely form d. 
With ſuch a figure he paſe d flowly on. 


As in the ſeaſon of the Bug- Aar i gg, = a 


Changing his hedge; a Lizard, traverſing: | 
The — 4 a Flaſh of lightning to us ſeams; & 92 5 
=” 305 dow rde th/-abdomen of 2 nel 


1 
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: 9 5 Theſe were the means by which new ſhapes wy. took : 1 21 


(96/3 
quick appea 


A 10 Serpent darting wa = W Al 1170 1 88 * 


a 
Livid nd black, like to a Pepper's amt Hon 1 0 
And, in that part Where firſt is ta'en dur 7000 E N 
He pierced one of them; who ſbon down fell. $23! Ne 

80 He who was pierc'd look'd full at him; * inet 
He ſaid; and only yawned wide, as if at £4 
A Fever, or ſound Sleep had him affair d. 118 "gy a y 11 
He and the Serpent at each other ſtar d. 
Thick Smoke then iſſued from the mouth of e ae, 

85 And from that's wound; which fumes were blended ſoon, 

Let Lucan now be filent, where he ww PL ENRWOT 3A 
Of what Sabellus, and Naſidius felt. e were — 
And give attention to what here is fad. x wes BU . L 
Of Cadmus, and of Arethuſa lt 10 Ka #id N 

90 Ovid be filent; though a Serpent EY 10 9101 Et dns 6010 


And ſhe a Sp pring became, I eny* him det. 5105 mn ld niz 
He never chang d two Subjects 
So that the one che ache e form umd od, wn, { 
Each ready to their ſubſtances tranſmute; '! - 


The Serpent's Tail: divided was in two, du, ww 
And formed Thighs and- Legs; while thoſe of him 91 U 


Who wounded was, together join'd fo _ 0 H 


As if they ſeparate had never been ch era yr] 
100 His cloven Tail did that appearance rake, Aon yd af 


Which tr'other loſt; and the Skin of one Ars ji 5 | ic 5 


Was ſoft become, while tother's hard was grovn. 40 
1 ſaw his Arms into his armpits ſink; Wat e 
And the ſhort fore feet of the reptile ſtretch 


10 05 Out to that length from which thoſe Arms tad trunk. 9 L 
I.! en his hind feet, together twiſted; form'd - Of 4 


The part which men conceal; that of the wech 
Divided was, and two ſmall feet diſplay d. 
With a new colour Smoke then ting'd them both: 

110 And Hair left one, but on the other groe ß. 
One ſtood upright, and down the other fell. 


No alteration underwent their Eyes mot 


But beneath them their Viſages were "ORR 
He who ſtood up, had tow'rds his epi, drown 


115 Materials fit to form a human Face; 


4 chin 8 from his ears were een to br 


* hk 
* a4 Joy 


Fo, 
1 


From 


125 The Spirit which a Serpent was become, 4 > th of Be 3 
'Scap'd long the valley, hiſſing as he = 5 „ 


135 And go. Mind be at theſe ſtrange 


From what remnaln'@ ü prop er Noſe was made, 
And his ſpare Lips were to due thickneſs ſwell'd, 
| He who fell down, thruſt out a ſharpen'd Snout, 
120 And his Bargrdrew within his head, as dges . eee 

A Snail his Gute ſtretch rns; his Tongue which he £ 
Before entire, and had for ſpeaking fit, we 
Was ſplit in twain; while his which forked . 
Became united: then the Stblke Albers de en 


While the now Man eaffd after him, and p 0 ee 
Then his new back from him he turn'd b 
Saying t'his other friend; * Let Buoſo no,, b ALE 


1 30 - Crawl through theſe paths as T before have done. TK 


This ſeventh Gulph I ſaw could chus transform, ZN 
And give new Shapes. Let Novelty excuſe, nity 10 o 
If may of flowers my Pen deficient be. e 01 
Although my Eyes might ſomewhat be Ne! 153 DR 
figlits' diſmay'd, 2 i bo 
I planely could Puccio Sciancato ſee + Tour bk 
And of the three Companions which fl eme, Yeu TO) 
He was alone not chang'd : the other who. A5 wg 55 N 
A Serpent Was, G \ gee on tp tn 1 : (LEO 79 f ; 4 bt 
5 AY ON „1501 0 Tet 5.4; oro: 4510 
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But if that ever morning Dreams prove true, 
No t diſtant climes alone, but Prato hear, 
10 8 to ſee happen; and wHieh if before 
It had befall'n, wWauld not have been toe l 
Would it were, thus, for this you've long ee 1 

And more *twill grieve me, longer tis delay-d. 


Our way we then purſued and up thoſe Neps' 


My Guide remounted, and me drew with hin. 
rope along the ſplinters of the rock, 
Our feet could make no way without our hands. 
I then lamented, and I yet lament, 
20 When I reflect on what I there beheld; 
And more my Genius curb than I am wont, 
That it may run not without Virtue's Wet 
If a kind Star, or a far better cauſe, 
Has me endow'd with this not common gift, 
2 5 I would not willingly it mifapply. © 
As many glow-worms as the Villager, , 
\ Whoſe life's employ'd at vintage or at 8 f 
Whilſt on a hillock he repoſes, ſees, 
(At that time he who all the world illumes, 

30 For a ſhort ſpace withdraws himſelf from us, 
And the Fly to the ev'ning Gnat gives place;) 
The eighth Few = with ſo many fires flam'd ; 
Which 1 obſerv d when J its bottom view'd. 4 

wn. As he who with the Bears WHITE eng . 
OPT. | 


And 98255 no 8 to pr Nane reflect. 15110 2: ads 7 al 


ug We had deſcended, when we, ſcarce could _” I #1; 


| You'll in ſhort time be ſenſible. of WHA wi" 21401 


fs] 


3 5 And ſaw Elyah's chariot diſappear, 
When by its horſes he was rapt to heavn, 
But with his eyes could not purſue his — * 
Nor, except ſteeds of fire, could ought rn, 
He being from him by a whirlwind borne; © 
40 To the Gulph's mouth fuch Flames were ſeen to ſe 
And ev'ry Flame conceal'd a inning wretch, - . 
Ion the Bridge did fo attentive ſtand, kg 
That, if I had not of a rock took hold, . 
I ſhould into t, without being puſh'd, have: e ful . 
45 My Guide, who me obſerved thus ee, 
Said, Spirits are incloſed in thoſe fires, 
And each is wrapt in that by which he's Pm. 
Maſter, I anſwer d, you me now confirm |. apply crept nd rich 
In that before I had conjectured. 'i 
50 But tell me, yet, who in that F lame refs, EOF a 
Which comes divided at its top, as if 
It from the burning Pyre aroſe, on which 
Eteocles was with his Brother plac d. 
He thus replied; Ulyſles ſuffers there 
55 With Diomede, who now as eagerly $7 7:1. 
Run to be puniſhed, as erſt with rage 75 „ 
They haſten'd to deſtroy the Trojan walls. PFF 
They both within one Flame with grief lament 
The "Horſe s guile, for which that Gate was op'd, 
60 Whence iſſued the great Anceſtor of Rome. 
Their Art they there regret, by which deceiv d. 
Deidamia for Achilles weeps, | 
And Troy was of its fam'd Nieden robb'd. 
If they within thoſe ſparks can ſpeak, I ſaid, 
65 Maſter, I earneſtly intreat, and pray 
A thouſand times, I may with them dns. e | mm" 
The horned Flame approaching near to us, WEEE wy. 
Obſerve, I with defire lean down to them. : 1 
Your prayer, to me he ſaid, deſerves much praiſe ; "T8. | 
70 Yet I would have your tongue due filence ct aL 1 1 
And let me ſpeak; for I do much ſuſpect, THO ng! 
That they will cautious be with you to talk; _. i 10 BR 
As they were Com eee en ooo i 
When to that ſpot the Flame this OO TENG ĩᷣͤ 8 {WES 
75 Which to my Guide a, appear d, Fro W413 
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80 


When in the world 1 lofty verſes wrote, %$ 5 Ae 


L heard him them in ſuch ke words addreſs; : 


O ye, who both are in one fire join'd, 
5e If, while I liv'd, Fhave of you deſerv'd, 
If little or if more Pre merited, 9 


* 


«© Do not depart, but one of you declare, 
Of Life regardleſs, where you went to die.“ 
The larger Horn of th' antique Flame 1. 


Jo ſhake itſelf: with murmurs as by wind 


It had been. blownz and waving to and fro 


Its top, like to a tongue which ſpoke, he ſaid : x 


„When I left Circe, who mote than a ear 
«© Had me ſeduc'd, near to Cajeta' s Port, 


0 But before thus 8 had it nam d: 


go 


“Not the ſweet fondneſs for a Son, nor yet 
« The pious duty for an ancient Sire, | 


« Nor all the love I ow'd Penelope, 


{ „That ardor could ſubdue which me bene. 
_ © In diſtant climes experience to learn, 


95 


- 4+ Both Shores I then beheld; on this fide Spain, = 


« And human Vices well as Virtues Know. | 
« Wherefore I went into the open deep, 


« With a ſmall crew who did not me forſake. 


* On that Maurocco : and Sardinia? s Iſle 


100 


05 


„I faw, with others by the mid-ſea lav'd. 
My Company and I were old and flow 


«© Become, when. we arrived: at that Strait © 
„Where Hercules his well-known Pillars plac d, 
That boldly Men ſhould not beyond advance. 


* 


On my Joke hand 1 Seville's city left, 


& 


* 


As on my left I Ceuta had before. 


bY Broth” I ſaid, fince at the weſtern Sea | 


** Through perils many thouſand you're arriv'd;. 


To that ſmall remnant left our curious minds 


110 


125 


„Do not deny th' attempt of following 

The Sun into the World unpeopled yu. 

<« On your original reflect, nor thin 21 
That you were made, like Brutes, to only live, 
+ But knowledge and to virtuous acts purſue. - 

« In my Companions I ſuch ſpirit rais'd 


* 


3 With this thort 1 peech, that I could not reſtrain | 


e ng 


= 3 3 "I * 
© —_ — . Be. . * = b \ 
8 * 8 OY : _ 2 ks = . * 1 N 
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« Them afterwards from our unhappy flight. 8 3 
* We, turning to the morning's ſeat our Stern, FO 
Made of qur oars ſwift wings; but always bent 
120 © Our courſe towards the left: the Night ſoon ſhew 
All the bright Stars of the antartic Pole; 
And then our northern did ſo low appear, 
As not to riſe above that azure Plane. 
Five times the Moon had re-allum'd her Torch, 
125 * And five times ſuffer'd it to be extinct, 
From our firſt ent'ring into this vaſt Sea, 
When to our Crew appear'd a Mountain, brown 
Buy its great diſtance, and fo lofty as, 
. Before, l had not ever ſeen: we all 
130 * Rejoic'd, but ſoon our joy to wailing turn'd, 
« A Whirlwind quick from the new land aroſe, 
«© Which on its neareſt quarter ſtruck our Ship: . 
55 Three times it turn'd it with the waves around, 5 . 
And at the fouth it lifted up the Poop, 
135 © Sinking the Prow beneath ; nor was it os 
IM Before the Waters clos'd above our heads. 
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5 By a confuſed ſound which thence was heard. 


With the complaints of him (which proper wn 
Who with his plaſtic file had giv'n it form; 


x0 


Fi 


1 


Think it not tireſome a ſhort time to ſtop, 


20 


25 


: 30 


And I, who was prepar'd to him addreſs, 


Of a free paſſage, utter out its moans. _ , at 


Jo me it is not irkſome, though I burn. 


„ Between thoſe mountains whence the Tiber flows.” 


* 1s not, nor ever was, nor from it c'er . 
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4 IE Flame ho els u upright; and glent was, . 
And went from us wit Lic Paet's leave. 

When lo! another, which behind! it came, 

Caus'd us to turn our eyes towards its top, . 


As the Sicilian Bull, that roared firſt _ bf; da a = 


And lowed ſo with the poor wretches (al 5 
That it appear'd tormented with ſharp pain Pan, 
Although it all conſtructed were of braſs: 
In a like manner did this Flame, depriv'd 


When through the top the Voice a vent had found, 
We heard it ſay; O you whom I addreſs, 
„And who the Lombard language lately ſpoke, 

© The other Flame permitting to depart; 

Although I ſomewhat tardy am arriv'd, 


* 


„% And with me to diſcourſe; as you obſerve 


© If you are fallen into this dark world 
“From that ſweet Latian earth, where I incurr'd. 
«© Thoſe puniſhments for which I ſuffer here; 
Tell me if now thoſe of Romagna have 
« Or Peace, or War: for I was of that clime, 


Liſt'ning to what I heard, I looked down;. 
When my Guide gently touch'd my fide, and ſaid, 
Speak you to him for he a Latian is. 


immediately began; O Ghoſt, who here ; 
* Are now confin'd, Romagna without 8 


46 Its 


( 


35 © Its Tyrants hearts exemp t, though Boch they dee 
e Appear,” Ravenna fill 0 the ſathe* ſkate 
„In which it has been many years, remains. 


6 
c 


* 


The Eagle of Polenta yet broods there, 
Which covers Cervia with its ſpreading wings. 


A Y 


40 © The Land which long with bloody heaps of F rench 


Has cover'd been, beneath green Paws now lies. 


4 
The brave Montagna, grind now with their teeth 
„ Fen thoſe who their app Subjects live. 
45 The City by Lamone bath'd, with that 
By the Santerno, the white Lion rules, 
- * Who fickly changes, with each Kalb, . 
And that whoſe walls are by the Savio waſh'd, 
« As 'tis between the Plane and Mountain plac d, 
50 © Partakes of Tyranny, and a free State. 
„Tell me, I now intreat you, who you are; 
« Tf it not more unpleaſing be to yo 
«© Than to that other Flame it was; afid if 
Tour reputation in the world may laſt.” oy 
55 After the fire had, in its faſhion, roar'd, | 
This way and that it mood its pointed 1 
And blaſted forth theſe words: * Tf I believ'd 
6 That my reply were to a perſon” made 
„Who ever ſhould return into the world, 
60 + My Flame ſhould wirhout any motion reſt” 
Rut, fince none ever from this Gulph alive 
66 Return again, if what I've heard be true; 15 *y 
« P11 anſwer without fear of infamy. 33 
«© T was a Man of artis; and We became 


„ 


65A Cordelier, n i cinctur d thus, 9k F 44 


That I compenfated” fotttier a mies: ; _ 
And this my — ft Had certainly! prov'd' true, 
Had not hat rieft (whom 155 Tit attend * 


* Sent me to recottimit my ancient faults. 


nA = 


Verrucchio's Maſtiff old and young, who flew / 


* 4 N 


1 


50 „ Wherefore) nl ho, Tig Pine You oa thi,” 4 / 


c Whilſt I was formeck 6f the Bikes and Fleſh” 
„Which me my Mother gave, whate” er 1 did 5 
Partook not of the Lion, but Berox © 


« All watineſs, and'covert ways 6 wan.” Ws cos ad. 


7. ©, 1 knew, that t my Art founaba o'er. the earth... 
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When to that part of life. I l wy 
© Arriv'd, in Which we all our Sails ould 
And houſe our Bales; what formerly me Ae d, 
Diſpleaſing then became; and of thoſe erimes- 


Me to repentance, 


d ee brought, 
Would that this ha 


unhappy me apail'd! 
The Prince of the new Phariſees, ho bear 
The Lateran was waging civil war; 
Not with the Satagins, nor. yet the Jews; 
But ev'ry Chriſtian. was to him a . 
Although they had not againſt Aeri, A d - 
Or, lawleſs, traded in the. Soldan's land. 
To his high office he had no regard, 
Nor ſacred. Ordets, not that Cord which v vs'd 
To make thoſe who were with it girt. MO. lean. 
As Conſtantine-requeſted to be cur” Ip 
good Silveſter' 8 aid, 
himſelf Tg, 
„This faithleſs Maſter me engag d to . 
His fev'rous Pride, and aſked my Aae 50 
* But 1 was filent, as I thought him wid. 
Then he ſaid to me; Judge not that you'r re Wrong, he 
For I do you. abſolve, ty you mY i teach 7 
E.. Demon how that 1 Preneſte may. 
100 


* Ot Leproly b 
Who in Soract 


© * * . 
a 
1 


As you well know; for I keep both. the 208 
Which were not by my Anteceſſor priz d. 

ave did fully me convince, 
lent was the worſt advice; 
Therefore I ſaid; fince, F. ather, you abfolve. | 
Me from that crime Im going to commit; 
Fair Promiſes without | 
Will make you trump 
« When 1 was dead, 
But one of the black Cherubims n 
Bear him not hence, infringe not * e 11 
Among my wretches he ſhould 5 
For having counſel given full o 77 
And for this cauſe I 17 302 kim by the Vs 
© He who does not repent can't be e abſol v'd 
To fin and to repent at the fame time, 


His reaſons 
That to be 


erforming ought, 
in your ſofty feat. 1 
. Francis for me. came; rt 
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0 ne not to be allow d. 


4 Alas! how much I trembled, when he took 
„Me up, and thus, deriding, ſaid; Perhaps, 
vu did not know that I'm in Logic kill d. 
Minos he me bore, who ſoon entwin' d 

« Eight times his tail arobfd his iron loins; 3 
And, as I raged with myſelf, he ſaid ; 


4 This Wretch is one to be inclos'd in de. 


225 


Therefore, Lou here me puniſhed behold; 


& And, clothed thus, in deep affliction move.” 
Soon as he had completed "his diſcourſe, 


6 The Flame, complaining,” waved to and „ 


Shaking its pointed horn, and from us went. 
130 
Till we arrived on the br 


Along the rock my Guide and I'then-paſs'd,.. 
ge ſtreteh'd o'er. 
The Gulph, where the due Tax is paid by thoſe 


Who, diſuniting Friends, their conſcience load. 
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HO fully-could, vhhough in proſe, diſplay ; 
"Though oft repeated, 65 could relate 
The blood and cruel wounds I now beheldꝰ 
Surely would ev ry ton ongur, and mind like ours 
5 Defective prove in theſe expreſſing clear, 
As they by us are barely underſtood. 
If all united were, who; in the land 
Of bleſt Apulia, their ſpilt blood deplor'd, 
Or by the Trojans ; or in that long war . 
10 Which made fuch ſpoils of Rings, as Wy writes; 8 
Or that in which it many wounds receiv'd, BOLT T 
When it oppoſed Robert Guiſcard's force; 
And that at Ceperan, whoſe bones are ſtil! 
Pick'd up, when each Apulian proy'd himſelf 
A Traitor; and at Tagliacozzo, where 
Did old Alardo conquer without arms : 
If all theſe ſlaughter d limbs collected were, 
They would not equal thoſe in this ninth Gulph. 
Like to a Caſk without its middle ſtave 
20 I one beheld, ſplit downwards from his chin 
To where the wind has vent : between his legs 
His Bowels fell; his Entrails all were ſeen, 
With that foul Paunch which to vile excrements 
Whatever food it ſwallows does convert. 
3 25 While I in him beholding fixed ſtood,  *' 
F 1 le look'd at me, and open'd with his hand 
4 His Breaſt, and faid; © View how I tear . 
View how Mohammed is thus open burſt. 
RS lamenting loud before me des, 
30 * Whoſe face from's chin up to his crown is cleft: 5 
1 „ And all theſe others whom you here behold, _ 
1 3 © Spreaders of Schiſm were, and thus. therefore oli. | 
1 | A Devil's here behind, who with a ſword  _ 
. | * Cruelly flaſhes all the doleful tribe 


„„ 


t 1 


35 e. As it goes round this lamentable path; 
Jet ere he does return their wounds are heal'd.. 
« But who are you, that muſing on the bridge 
« Sit, to delay, perhaps, the puniſhment | 
- 8 Which to your crimes is judged to belong ?” 
40 „He is not dead,” my Maſter then replied, 
„ Nor does he come to ſuffer for his crimes;. 
ce But to obſerve how he may them avoid. 
* I, who am dead, muſt him through Hell. conduct, 
« And ſhew him ev'ry Circle as we paſs.” . _ 

45 (When they heard this, more than a hundred opt 
| To me admire, forgetful of their pains. 
Mou, who perhaps may ſhortly view the Sun, 
Fell Fra Dolcino that he ſhould provide 

„ Ample proviſions for himſelf, if he 

5o “ Would not my ſteps ſoon follow i in this place; 
, be beſieged by deep ſnow, permit 

The Novareſe a vict ry to obtain, 

For he by other means cannot eſcape.” IG: 

Thus ſpoke Moyammee: as he going „ 

5 5 With one foot. lifted. up * ſtepr. 


* 


Another, who had his ile Throat bord through, 


High as his eye-brow with his Noſe cut off, 
And with one Ear alone, ſtopp'd to obſerve 
My being there, with others much amaz'd. 
60 He, firſt of them, his windpipe op'd, which was 
Vermillion'd round on ey'ry ſide, and faidg. + 
O you who are not yet condemn'd, and whom. 
I in, the Latian earth have ſeen before z 1050 
Elf in your likeneſs I am not deceiv d; 
65 © Ever if you return to that ſweet Plane N 
Which from Vercello tow'rds Mercabe leans, | 
Then Pier da Medicina recollect; 5 
« And to the two beſt Men of Fano. + BY 
Guido and Meſſer Angjolello nam'd,. 
7 & (If to foreſee it here does not prove hing 


hey will be out of their own veſſel caſt, 185 


60 „ near unto Catolica be drown'd ;. 
By the baſe treach'ry of a Tyrant fell. 
* 3 fam'd Cyprus and Majorca's Ifles- 
1 io Neptune ſo. vile an act —_ er behold, 
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«© Not &en by Pyrates; or by Grecian Crews, · de 
« This Villain, who ſees only with one eye, 1 1 
* And holds that land, Which he who's how with me” 7 
„Wines that he it never had beheld, | : 5 
8 © Will ſome invite to treat of ſtate , r 0% 


— *% 


“ And ſo will manage, that they ſhall not dread 33 
« Focara's winds, or offer up hours,” of e ; 
Then I to him; “ If you would have me ſpeak 00 0% zug 
Of you above, demonſtrate who is He ns 6d 1! 
$; © That wiſhes ne'er to have that land beheld. * wot bo + 
Putting his hand to his bemp an ja 10H 97 VV 2h 
I's mouth he op'd, and faid; „ This, this is He: 6 ain, 1. 
(But now he talks ho more) when driv'n way 5 bY 
„Who Cæſar's doubts remov'd, declaring that © WT 
90 © The well provided ſuffer by 8 OT FROMNTTONG 3: ak 5 
O, how deſponding Curio did appear, . 


# 


Which was accuſtom'd to fo boldly ſpeak.” ' N 
And one, who both his hands had loſt, his OY n 
95 Held up ſo high, they ſmear'd his face with 1 Of . n 
Tiried out; Keep likewiſe Moſca in your mind, 

Who ſaid, alas! A Fact ends what's: +1 97th 
66 This to the Tuſcans'prov'd-unhappy Seed:“ 2 . A 
To which I added; and Death to your Race. ne © u 1p. 
100 Wherefore, accumulating griet on grief, Bac, Aid N 


With his tongue cloſely ſever d from i dot, gitizd 00 


Th' unhappy Wretch; his ſenſes loſt ent ou. tft vÞH 59 
But I remained to the troop behold; © þ Pong "IE" 
| \ And ſaw, unleſs ra certain ol what- F. Q OW OT | * 
Could not have courage to relate as true 
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105 Yet a good Conſcience, which does ait prove 

8 

The beſt companion, and protects ſecu rc 
Like to a cuiraſs, each breaſt wirhout e ert on 


. co 4 Gen 3 


1 ſurely ſaw, and yet appeat to ſee, 1 191 1 1 1 
A Trunk without his head like idee 2% e Dag 
110 Which, holding by the hair, he in his: hand 100. 


wow 


Carried; as if it had a Lantern been. 
Looking at us, the Head figh'd out, oel. w ot] 
He of himfelf did to hiraſelf beg £21075} ou 150 hot, 
A Lamp; two were in one, and one in two: e en wot ®» 
15 How this could be, he knows who governs MI inet 255/238 * 
When at the * 8 foot J near — l auge 45 


„„ e RY eee 


169 3 


He with his hand his Head uplifted high, 
That what he ſaid | might diſtinctly hear; 
Which was; BA Obſerve my grievous — þ 
120 „% You Who, though breghing, paſs among the dea 
« Obſtive if an be ſo greãt 4 this. wh 9) 
ce That you may of me information bear, 
* Know that I Beltram of Bornio am 3 
© Who ill advice imparted to King John j \ 
125 © And between Sire and Son rebellion raid; r 
I Achitophel did not à greater ieee 0057 95 „ eee 
"IF Excite 'tween D | 
* Becauſe I ſever'd thoſe ſo cloſely 30 . ei e dene 
c Divided now, alas! my Brain I bear et 412 wget TA 
130 « From th' Heart its chief, Which R remains. ach 
„Thus is my crime tetaliated on 006.” ROY eee Tum go 11 
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I. HE many People, and 8 various wounds 
I Had ſo ſuffus d my eyes with tears, that 1 
Defirous was to ſtop, and them lament. . 
But Virgil faid ; Why look you ſtedfaſt thus? 
5 Why is your fight diredted t 


18 below, „ e Fw * 
the maimed and afflicted Shades? er 
Vou did not ſo when in the other Gulphs. A 2 FE 1 575 3 D 
If you may think that you can number. . r 
Know that this Valley two and twenty miles 

10 Contains; and now the Moon's beneath our feet. 

| The time is ſhort which is to us allow'd; 
And things you think not of are to be ſeen. 
If you'd the reaſon known, I then replied, 
Why ſo attentively I look'd at them, 

15 You my _ would have yourſelf allow d. 

My Guide I follow'd, who went ſlowly on, 
Continuing my diſcourſe » Within that cave, 
To which my eye I aim'd, I think a Shade 
Relared to me does that crime lament, 


20 For which his Suff*rinps are ſevere below. 


My Mafter then replied; Lament not him, 
Attend t another; let him there remain: 

For him I ſaw, when at the bridge I ſtood, 

Point at you with his finger, threatning much ; 


2 5 And heard his name Geri del Bello call'd. 


Then your attention was ſo much __ 
By him who Altaforte once maintain 
That fore he left you, you would not retire. . 
His Death untimely, O my 3 1 ſaid, 


30 Not being yet by any one aveng'd, 


(Which 1s diſgraceful to our F nity) 
Made him thus wrathful ; and for this, I think, 
He without ſpeaking to me went aways 
"On _ account I pity him the more. 


3 Diſcourſing 


1 11 3 


35 Diſeourfing thus we to the place arrivd, 
Where from the Rock the ache Vale . 
And, if more lighted, to the bottom would 
Be ſeen. To the laſt Cloiſter here we came 
Of Malebolge, and ſo near approach d, 
40 That we its Converts plainly could diſcern ; ; 
| Their various Moanings gainſt me darted ora 
Thoſe pity-moving Arrows were ſo ſteel' d, 
That with my hands I:cover'd b en Ears. 
If all Diſeaſes of the Hofpitals -- „ 
45 Of Valdichiana with the Marſhes] join „d, 
And of Sardinia's Iſle, between the months 
Of July and September, in one pit | 
_ United were, ſuch from this place ea 
| And ſuch a Stench as from corrupted: limbs. 
50 On the laſt bank of the long Rock we went 


 Downwards, yet bearing to the left our — 5 hs 5 Ki 
And then I clearly could the bottom Oe be 4: 


Where Juſtice never failing executes | PUP 1 


The Will of the great Sire, and punihes 


55 The Falfifier, whoſe name's recorded here. al 9% P e 


can't believe that a more doleful * 
Were all the People in gina fick, 


When was the Air ſo full of peſtilence, $146 : 


That ev'ry animal, .e'en-worm, fell dead, 

60 (Its old Inhabitants were ſoon renew d, 

As ſing the Poets, by the ſeed of Ants) 
Than in this obſcure Vale twas to behold 
longs lie languiſhing in various heaps... 

his on the belly, that upon the back, 

6 5 Lay of each other, and this crawling went, | 
Changing his place along the doleful path, 
Without cer ſpeaking, we ourſelves — on, 
Looking and liſtning to theſe Shades diſeas'd, 


Who from the ground could not their bodies raiſe. | 


70 Two I beheld, which to each other lean'd, 
Like earthen Veſſels ſet up to be dried: 
From head to foot they cover'd were with ſeabs. - 
I never ſaw a Lad ſo nimbly move 
His curry-comb, when by his Maſter call'd, 


7 5 Or when he with'd to ſleep, ſo ſcratch himſelf, 55 
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| | As theſe tore with eit ! halle dates, en wee. 


= Jo eale their itching this was their: relief; q f 
= With their ſharp nails to el off the dry ſeabs, Of li cha 1 
I 5 As from a Fiſh the Knife ſerapes off its ſcales 255 
WE... - nh 90 O you, yourſelf Wh with your fingers tears. | le 
| | (Began my Guide to one of them to fü; . 
3 Cx And them to pincers ſometimes do convert, r wor F 
i | % Tell me if any Latian's here eonfin'd: i n- N DIG 1 | 
iq ___ * $9 may your Nails for ever eaſe pain, ein e 28 1 
' | 8; * We both are Latians whom y thus deb614;” », ; ti Lita > 
þ\ e Replied, complaining, one of theſe.; mJ But who. vibly v1 
2 ; „Are you, who do of us this da 
| N My Guide then ſaid; „ I with this living Man ba- 70) 
=. DDeſcend from rock te rocky and! him: 0 0, eee 
= 90 * Th' Infernal Regions my intentions are? 1 
5 Their mutual ſupport they then disjoin'd 3 WOE 0 ſts 8 7 


And, trembling with diſmay, both to me N 
With thoſe who what was talk d vebob 
My Maſter kind, addreſſing me alone, 
95 Said ; Aſk them now whatever you n, bee 1 
. 1 began, obedient to his will: 
« Tf your remembrance may not olen be 
From human minds in the chief world 3 
*« But that it may ſurvive for many Sun 


| LE 100 © Who ye are tell me, and your families. 
i Vour faults, and your diſguſtful . | 
N «© You may, without all fear, to me diſcloſe.” 


One of them ſaid; *I of Arezzo was, 
And Albero of Siena was the cauſe. | 
- 105 Of my being burnt; but this not lae'd me here: 
. Truth is, I jeſtingly once to him ſaid, 
n The Art "of Flying 1 in the air 1 knew; : 
7 | And he, who for it had great eagerneſs, 
= 6. Yet little prudence, would that I ſhould teach 
110 * To him; this art; and that I did not make 
Him fly like Dadalus, he cauſed him 
© Whoſe Son he was, to put me in the fire. 
But Minos, who is never wrong, condemn'd 
Me to this laſt Gulph of the ten, becauſe 
1 in your world had practis'd Alchymy.” | 
7 he Poet I addreffing ſaid ; Wes eder 
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Certain, the French in pride exceed them 2 5 . .. 


« And Niccolo, who the rich faſhion found 

Of burning Spices in that garden where 

Such ſeed's produc'd; with that choice Company, 
+ *Mong whom Caccia d' Aſeiamo had conſum'd - 


„ *Gainſt the Saneſi why I ſecond you, 
46 Sharpen your ſight and you may know the PN 4 1 
„ You will diſcern that Lm Capocchio's Shade, 


So vain a people as are * Saneſe ? | 


The other Leper, hearing me, replied ; | 
*« Stricea except ſo ſparing of expence, 45 


« His fruitful Vineyards, and extenſive Woods; 
«© And Abbagliato his good ſenſe had ſhown. 


„Who counterfeited Metals —— my kill Yee = 5 
« In Alchymy; and you ſhould recoller t 
That a 8004 * 1 was $ of TORRES works,” 
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"HEN Fino was 1 08 Seele' 8 account, 


Ageinſt the Thebans, more than' once, bear, 


S0 IS d Athamas became, that ke, 
Sec ing his Wife if each arm bear his S 
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5 Cried out aloud; Let: us ſo —9 nets,” een, 


That 1 me Lioeſs, and her two 1 1 
May take; andithe he, ſtretebin 155 bis claws,” 
Seized Learchus, burl'd Wim round; and daſh'd, 
Devoid of pity, gaipſt the rigid ck: 
10 And with her Other charge ſhe drown'd herelf. 
When Fortune overturn'd the tow'rs of Troy, 
And the good King was at one time depriv'd 
Of Life and Kingdom; wretched Hecuba, 
Deeply afflicted, and o'erwhelm'd with grief, 
15 Ab he ſaw Polixena was ma, 
And, having met her Polydorus' ſhade 
On the unhappy ſhore where he was kill'd, 
| She with her canine barkings fill'd the air: 
| Such an effect had Sorrow on her mind. 
20 But neither Theban, nor was Trojan rage 
Ever obſerv'd ſo fiercely to attack 
'The brutal race, and much leſs human limbs ; 4 
As I beheld two naked Ghoſts and wan, | 
Biting, and running with that eagerneſs _ 
25 With which a Hog does, when his ſty he ſcapes. 
Capocchio one o ertook, and on his neck 
Fixed his fangs, and threw him on the ry 
So that he made his belly grate the earth. 
' He of Arezzo, who then trembling ſtood, 
30 Said; * Gianni Schicchi is this Soul condemn a; 
And alike furious does another run 


„With him?“ which eaus'd me to addreſs him thus: * 


** So may this never fix its teeth on you ; ; 
Say who it is before it hence departs.” 
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:4 5 And he replied; c This We Phd 10 We. Ef | ni ah 10 
_« Of wicked Myerh 1, Who, with lawle 05 ha 0 an 
« A Miſtreſs to her ather did Wei. . v. a p A F 
„ To fin with him ſhe took another” 8. es 5 25 OA 3: 


40 © The beauteous Heifer of the Heid x _—_ 
When he Buoſo Pohati's th Pap afſupy'd, 
And duly feal'd 4 falked V 
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ce As He another counterfeited had, 


ue”. "ES f rod ; 
When the two 1 4 Sh ades were gone, 0 on whom. * 
My eye was fix 4% L furne: 1 to SEE e eee 
The others whis TMifared'ik will 1115 e e e 1 * 


„ _ foot bem ine & 
One ſhaped like a perfect Ne 1915 ee Ivy 
0 ot = 


If from His gröin bis this ghs had off & n ta en 
The ſwelling Dropſy 1 5 deforms! thi Kanbs: 


50 That with the paunch'1 Ne: fer corre n the Fac - "IE 07 5 


55 « I do not know) afe in this: wretched w 


1 Caſentino on to Ar 


Caus'd him to open Wide His lips, like one ? 441 FS) 
Aſthmatic, who, enduring poking hr, gr . 57 50 

Raiſes one up, and t'other downwar 5 en 107 
O ye, who free from puniſhment, but why 


119 10 17. 
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G wa LS! 15210! ron 
He to us faid ; © View. dam rot TR Net mT 
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« I, when alive, Whale ehr d'cnjoy'd; ume A 2id Hl 


hs But for 4 drop of Warer no 12 8 F 10 . 


«© The Riv'lets, Aich 995 m-the 0 fe on n ＋ 
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19%; 5 inter off 


„Making their x pat age ils ea e appear 4 bad nor 
% Alwa pet rem 9755 Als vg bring, "7s dguodT * 


| " No dh ecour, fo r 1 hoe o NES more. Tx 7 341 1 3 * 
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65 © Now, rightly puniſhing, ric Juſtice, draws oy m 
„ Fir reaſons from t C 2 
Why I ſhould more es omeng 
«© Where J had falſified 
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« My Limbs confin'd? If I fo nimble « age ow int. 
As in a hundred years to move obe mile, 
* 1 ſhould the Journey have ere this begun, n 
Seeking for him mong the de formed croud; + 


% Although to travel croſs this Gulph exceeds 
« Eleven miles. | here on their account 
« Am brought; and they with me ſo far prevail'd, 


That 1, three carats baſe, did Florins coin.“ 


Then I to him: Who are thoſe wretched wal 


Smoking as LOO a hand in winter waſh'd,, 
„ And lyin our right hand cloſely join'd? | 


1 éfound t 1 ere, when 1 into this gulpfa 
Was ſhower'd down;“ he anfwer'd;. ** nor ke they 
Exer turn'd round, nor, think I, ever Will. 

90 © One the chaſte Jo ſeph falſely did zecuſe, 


«© The Grecian Sinon is the other, Who wi 51 Wo 
1 « With falſe pretences Troy deceiv'd; - now ey n 
„ Burnt with a fever, ſuch hot ſtench _. Warr 8. 


One of the laſt, who, much diſpleaſed was | 


38 For having o diſgracefully bein n |. 


100 © Of motion by the great wel 


Struck his hard delty. with his double fit, a oY 
Which founded as it were a beaten, Dian.” us 1 
Then Maſter Adam hit him o'er the face hy 
With his ſtrong arm; c ae Tm += "he a 

t of my limbs, 


« Vet I an Arm 5 for this Effe free.” | 

To which he anſwer gaye; * When you was burnt, 

4 You had it not s obedient to your will;  _ TY 
Though, when you coin'd, it was at your command.“ Tf 


105 He with the dropſy ; * You fay 750 in this, 


< But did not fo true teſtimony gi 20 8 5 0 
Wben you exatnin'd ftrietly 5 1 ll - 


| Sinon repſied; “ If I ſpoke falſely once, 


110 


« You many times have falfified the Coin. 

To this he ſaid; * Think of the perjury. 
1 Relating to the Horſe with ſwollen „ * 
« And your own guilt confeſs; 25 does the world.“ 
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«© The Thirſt which burſts you ; the Greek ler's him; 


And the corrupted Water in your paunch, 


11 3˙* By which your Sight's obſtructed, you condemn.” 
The Coiner then; a Four 222 is ON. wide, 
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«To ſay, as it was wont, whatever's ill.- 
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ce Your aching head, and burning 


« Vou to deſire to lick Narciffus' 


(wh 


« If Im athirſt, the Dropſy me ee oy 
ever cauſe, 4 
«© Without for invitation waitin long, a . | 
Glaſs.” 

To liſten to them I attentive was, 


When my good Maſter faid to me; Beware, = | 
For I to quarrel with you am indue'd. ata 


125 
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So did I muſe, without all 


When I perceiv'd him angrily to ſpeak, 
I to him turned, cover'd{1o'with ne 


That in my memory it yet is fix'd. 
As he, who of what's hurt 
Is ſtill defirous to prolong his ſleep, 


ful to him dreams, 


Hoping that what he-dreams my not 
to ſpeak 


But yet, defiraus to myſelf. excuſe; ne nec , 


135 


140 Low Minds . r 


I did effect it, without knowing bow. 


My Maſter ſaid; Leſs Shame a way” 


A greater fault than that now done by — th 


Yourſelf; and, that T preſent always am 


With you, imagine; if, perchance, vou ber WA "ow 5 550 0 


mall fall. 


In ſuch conteſting company | 
en to en guiſes. 
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un cage Chon firſt did 4 ave 5 — 01 1 Y wk 
So, that with bluſhing gting'd was either cheek, I 11 

And then a healing med'eine to ma bring 9 ö mic g 
As I have heard related of the Spear, . (481 n 
5 Which to Achilles and his Sire belong'd; ts 4 4 3 af. 
That it firſt gave, and then rellevid the, pai fab I 41 
We on that, wretched Valley turn d our —— 182 ware}; 


'The Bank repaſſing, wirthoy vt ſaying Word. „  {r5cr1 7 2 Of 


The Light was fo obſcure? tween night add, bb, 1 a 


10 As before me my Sight cauld n 1 5. * 15 | 
But the loud ſounding ofa Horn Theard, Kt : bin 125 EN {1 4 
Which would all Thunder ſilence ; and by 1 10 10 
Directed were to that ono ſp my 510 lis 10 1051s 1 
After the melancholy eout-by: Which 950 1: hats ; ey 
Is - 'The ſchemes of Charlem 

Orlando's Trump did not fo: hond: 
1 lifted up my-liead; and thought l 


Before me many lofty Towers rite; 
| Wherefore I ſaid to him; Tell, Maſter, what's 5 
20 This Country nam'd? and he ta me replied; 

By looking through this dingy air you err, 

And your imagination this deceive 2s 

You'll truly fee, when you ſhall cloſer go. 

If by the diſtance is miſled your Sight, 

25 Anearer view the error will correct. 

Then kindly took me by the hand, and fads 
Before we farther do advance, and dat, * 
It, unexpected, may not ſtrange appear, 

Know that theſe Giants, and not Towers, are, 
30 Who round the border of the Gulph are ſeen; 
Hut downwards from the navel are conceal d. 
When a Cloud diſſipates, the Objects plane 
Are one by one diſcern'd, which were before 
By vapours thick obſeur d: ſo, nearer when 
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35 The Bank I approach 'd, my former error was 1 


Fully clear'd up, and all my fears diſpers d. 
As Towers Montereggion's Caſtel.crown, - 
So horrid Giants do ſurround this Wall, | 


Half only though in view; whom Jove yor ons 8 


40 Whene'er he thunders from his lofty thy. - 

| The face of one I now diſeerned plane, 
His ſhoulders, belly; breaſt; and both hid: arins. 

Right, certainly, did Nature, when the left 
Of forming ſuch like animals the art, 

45 And of ſuch inſtruments deprived war. 

Though ſhe of Elephants and making Whales 
Do not repent, to one conſid' ring welt! 


It will appear with diſcreet judgment dais: auen 


For where the mind to bad Intention's: join'd, 


50 And with a Pow'r what's ill-defign'd to act, 


None can himſelf from ſuch a force defend. 


To me his Face appear d both long and og n 


Like to the Pine which f at St. Peter's e * 
And all his bones to it proportion'd were. 
55 Above the Bank (which ſerved to conccal 
Like breeches, all the parts below the — | 
So much was ſeen, that three tall Friezlanders . 
In vain could boaſt to reach up to bis hair: 
And from his middle, the ſpace I abſerv'd. 


60 Of thirty Palms, to where men tie their — 18 


Confuſed Jargon burſt from his fierce: ee 

To which no . ſound e er ſuited was. 

My Guide then to him ſaid: O ſilly Ghoſt; * 

5 Keep to your Horn, and with it vent yourſelf, 5 
63 When by ſome paſſion, or by anger movd: 


Feel round your neck, and you wüll find the tray 


. That it acroſs your breaſt vaſt-ſpreading —m_—_— 

And then to me; He's by: — aecus'd: 

This Nimrod is, by whoſe-vain-glorious A 
70 One Tongue alone's not uſed in the Hõ“τͥ. 

We, leaving him, ſpoke not, as twas in vain; 


For ev'ry language was 4a him unknanm, 00 1 0 


And no one underſtood what cer he ſaid. 
Turn'd to the left, we went a longer var, 
75 And, at the diſtance of a craſ-bour's thoc;” 
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We found another larger and mote fietcs, 


Who girt him round tis not for me to u, 


But his left Arm before, and at his back 


80 


Hlis Arms, which then he us'd, now fiir no more. | 


95 


His right was bound by an encirclitig chats, - 
Which all his body, that diſcover'd wass 
Below his neck, five times about entwin'd. 


This haughty Giant would his power try 


'Gunſt Jove himſelf; my Leader to me d; 


And this reward has therefore merited. 5 


He Ephialtes' nam'd, and great effort . 
Made when the Giants ſtruck che Gods with = 


Then I to him; If poſſible it be, 
To the enormous Briareus behold 


My eyes have great deſire, to which hie aid; 1 


You ſoon will to Antæus come, who ſpeaks, 


And is himſelf unbound; he will convey 


You to that Pit where the moſt wieked lic. 
He whom you aſk for is far hence remov'd, 
Is bound, and, Ephialtes like, entwin'd ; 


But far more Soros he in his face a fake pears. | | d 


No Earthquake did fo powerfully 


100 


10 55 


When Hannibal and's army turn d their _ 


110 


A lofty Tower, as this Giant when 


Himſelf he ſhook; : which ſtruck me with ſuch dread, 


That inſtantly would have my life been gone, 

If I had not obſerv'd his chains were tight. 
We then advanced farther in our courſe, 

And to Antzus came, who full five Ells, 

His Head excepted, roſe above the bank. 

« O You, who have in that propitious Plane 
“(Which Scipio made of ſo great glory heir, 


A thouſand Lions often hunted down; 
« And, with your brothers if you'd gone to fight, 


« Tis thought the Sons of Earth had en uy 


« We you deſire, expreſſing no diſdain, - 


« To place us near Cocytus' frozen ſtream. 


| To Tityus, or to Typhon ſend us not, 


«© Though they can grant what we of you requeſt :- 


6 Therefore _ down, nor wrinkle up your ſnout. 
arge can ſpread your fame _ 7 
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er As he's alive, and long expects to breathe, 
„ Unleſs by Heav'n he's claim'd: before his time.” 
So ſaid my Maſter ;/ and Antæus took , 
120 Him up in haſte, extending put thoſe Arts .. 8 8! 
Whoſe pow'rs were once to Hercules ml — 5 
When Virgil to be taken up perceived | 
Himſelf, he to me ſaid, contrive that . 3 14 
May take you likewiſe, and one pack age [939907 
125 As Cariſenda, when à cloud flies rr 
The ſide that's oppoſite to which + +» 0 ü en #0} 
Hanging appears to him who ſits beneath: M en LF 
So did Antæus ſeem to me, when! By 096-318. 1s 1s. 
Obſerv'd him ſtoop; and then. defirous was n 5 
130 To paſs the other way: * e 1063 663, 208 
Don ſet us in the bottom of that Pie 
Which Lucifer and F in An a üg A 97 * 
When this he'd done, without the ſeaſt delay, n (jets 148 | 
| Scraight as a Maſt en nn. rais d. a ein vt e 
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14 5 But now you ſhould extend your hand this way, | 
And ope my Eyes,” This 1 did not BONN 

To be a Knave to him was 18 e 
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Of that Ghioſt; who Weil me ſtands db ws ert 
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Ah Genoueſe, ye Men who are averſe 
To what is good, and prone to all that's ill, 


150 Why are ye not extirpated the world ? 
With a worſe Sprite than &er Romagn 
I have found one of you, for whoſe ill 
_ His Soul is in Cocytus river bath'd, 
- While yet above his Body ſeems alive. 
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1 HE Banners of th' loſcinal King t. tow "Pp us 


Advance, and try if you can him diſcern. 


As when a thick and cloudy ſky prevails; 


Or when our Hemiſphere s obſcur'd by "_ 
A Mill at diſtance 's ſeen turn'd by the wind; 


Such was the object that to me appear'd. 


I, to avoid the wind, beaind by Guide 


Retir'd ; for no protection elſe was near. 


There, (and with dread I put it into verſe) | 
There, were the Shades all cover'd o'er with 5 


And ſeen tranſparent like a reed in glaſs. 


Down ſome were lying, others ſtood —__ 


This on his feet, and that was on his hea 


And this with 's face bent down, curv'd like a bow. 
When we were both ſo near to him advanc'd, 
As it my Maſter pleas'd to ſhew to mne 


That Being, which once was beautifully form' 


Before him he me took, and to me ſaid; 

Now Dis behold, and this is now the place, 

Where you with fortitude ſhould yourſelf arm, 
ow frozen I was then, and hoarſe with cold, 


| Reader, aſk. not; for I nought of it write, 
As *twill too little prove, whate'er I ſay. 


I did not die, nor yet alive remain'd. 
Think for yourſelf, if you have any ſenſe, 


What I then was, depriv'd of Life and Death. 


The Emperor of this domain of woe 
From his mid-breaſt aroſe above the ee: 


Far nearer to a Giant's is my ſize 


Than Giants are when to his Arms comp. FM 
How large would he appear, if wholly ſeen, 

| Judging from what we view, of what's conceal'd! 
As gy now, if he as Reno ome „ Was, 
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Approach; therefore, my Maſter ſaid, your yer 


And 
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35 And gainſt his Maker rais'd his hau dhe brow z 
'Tis right all wailings ſhould from is proceed, 
O, how it wonderful to me appear d, 
When I beheld three Faces to his head ! 
The one before was of vermillion hue 

40 The other two, which were to this Sehe; . 
Roſe from each ſhoulder, joining in a Creſt; 
| That on the right,” tween white and yellow werd 
The left was like that Soil whence flows the Nile. 
Two monſtrous Wings grew under each of theſe, 

4 5 Such as became a Fowl of his large ſize zz 
| Sails of a Ship I never faw ſo vaſt. 
Theſe had no feathers, but were bare like REM 


And, as they movy'd, t chree blaſts of wind were blown, 1 


By which Cocytus all was frozen oer. 
50 With his ſix Eyes he wept, and down three Chins 
Both guſhing Tears, and bloody Slaver ran. 


A Sinner's bones were broke with each mouth s TO 


As by an Engine maſhing flax; and thus 
Three at one time moſt ſevere tortures bore. 
5 5 The Biting-which the foremoſt Sinner felt 
Was trifling, to thoſe ſcratches when compar'd, . 
Which ſometimes left his ſides quite bare of K. 
That Soul which there endures the greater rum 
Judas Iſcariot is, my Maſter ſaid, 
60 Whoſe Head's within his mouth, his Legs without.” 
Oft th“ other two that have their heads hung _ 
He's Brutus, who from the black muzzle hangs; 
See how he writhes, and yet ſays not a word: 
The other's Caſſius, who ſo nervous ſeems. 
65 But the Night riſes, and *tis now fit time 
That we from hence ſhould go, as we've ſeen * | 
Complying with him, I clang round his am 
He took his proper place, and time obſerv'd; 
And when the Wings a fitting op'ning made, 
5 30; He cloſely to his ſhaggy fide adher'd. 
From hair to hair he then deſcended down, 
Between the thick fur and the frozen ice. 
When at that place we were arrived, where 
The thigh is to the ſwelling hip conjoin'd, 
75 My Guide, with great fatigue and energy, 


Turn'd 


. S GIRO 5A, 
_- 


* 9134 li 


Tarn'd down his Head to that ſpot. where his Feet 


Had lately ſtood; griping the Shag like one 


Who takes a leap; and thus I likewiſe ſeem d 


| To be turn'd round. My Maſter wearied much, * e 
80 And breathing ſhort; Obſerve well now, he ſaid, 125 


'Tis by ſuch Stairs as theſe we muſt depart 


This place of puniſhment. Soon through a hols X i 


In a rock ſorm'd, he roſe; and on its brim 
Me ſitting plac'd, he ſtanding by my fide, - 


8; l lifted up my eyes, and thought I f thould 


See Lucifer in that ſtate I'd him left: 

But his Legs now were lifted up in ch' e air. 
If I much diſconcerted were become, 
The ignorant may judge, wWho never . 


90 That central Point which lately I had paſs' d. 6 


Raiſe on your feet, my Maſter ſaid, yourſelf ; . 
The way is long, the road is likewiſe bad 
And nom the Sun's to the third hour 1 
x The Place, where we were in, no Palace Was, 15 
9 5 But a rude Dungeon as by nature left: 
With rugged ground, and of Sol's rays depriv d. 


So ſoon as I was got out of th' Abyſs 8 g 
Maſter, 1 ſaid, when ſtanding On m oh feet, . 0 ; = 1 4 
To clear my error talk with me a while. tape 


100 Where is the Ice? and upfide down how be „alas r 
Ils fixed thus? and in ſo ſhort a time, tl 


How is the Sun from Even gone to Morn? Parr 6 
And he replied ; You fancy that you ſtill ; - , 
Are on the Centre's other fide, where 1 * . 


10 5 Griped the ſhag of that fell Worm that bores : ; 


The world. So long as I deſcended, you 

Was there; but, when I turn'd myſelf, you paſs'd 

That Point to which all Bodies gravitate. J 
No you are to this Hemiſphere arriv'd, 


110 Which is oppas'd to that, where the dry Earth 


Covers a ſpace on whoſe top ſuffered 
The Man who without fin was born and liv'd. 

| Your feet are ſtanding now on that ſmall Sphere 
Which has on'ts other fide Giudecca plac'd. 


115 Here it is Morn, when there it Ev'ning is. 


Ang He, whoſe hair afforded ſtairs to us, 


Is 
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IIãs yet fixt in that ſpot he always was. 
* He on this fide that Point from Heaven fell. 1 
And that Land which before this time was here, 
120 Dreading him falling, ſunk into the Sea, 8 
And came to our Hemiſphere; when, perhaps 
Flying from him, this ſpace was empty left, 
And a new Land did in the void emerge. 
A place there is to Belzebub's oppos'd, 
125 Of the ſame largeneſs; and whoſe vaſt extent 
Is not by ſight, but hy the ſound well known 
Of a ſmall Riv' let made, which long a hole 
- Pierc'd in a rock by its own courſe, deſcends, 
Not falling ſteep, but winding in its way. 
My Guide and I, toghe bright World/attain, 
Enter'd this ſecret path; nor took repoſe, 
Me leaped up, he firſt, I follwing him; 
Till through a ſpice Endeformed I $ehetd 
| Thoſe beauteous fights which are in Heav'n diſplay'd's 
135 And thence we roſe to view again the Stars 
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THE END. 
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